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To lier GRACE the 

? Duchefs of Devonshirb.. 

5 MADAM, 

YOU received ^ with kindnefs 
and diftinftipn a part of this 
Work that I had the pleafure to 
devote to you on its firft appearance:, 
fince which time, guarded by your 
protedlion, and profpering under 
your aufpices, it has pafled the fiery 
trial rf the public, and been ho- 
noured by its applaufe. On its 
prefent republication, I can, there, 
fore^ . with the more- confidence beg 
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permiffion to confecratc this New 
Edition to your Grace, t6 whofe 
liberality, goodncfs, and elegance^ J 
^m proud to have a frefli opportu- 
nity of bearing teftimony* 

I am^ 
With the moft pcrfed confideration, 
refped: and gratitude, 
your moft obedient 
and devoted fervant, 
Ju£uji 5, ,783. The AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE 



To the First Edition. 



IT was not till I had read this book in prints . 
that I thought about a Preface ; but, on ^ 
reviewing.it, prior to publication, I am con- 
vinced a Preface is abfolutely neceflary. 

In the courfe of thefe volumes, it is poffiblfe 
the reader may meet with fome fentiments, ., 
which, at firft fight, feem unfavourable to the 
interefts of virtue, and to the laws of moral 
life. As the diredl contrary is all along in- 

A 4^. tended. > 



vffi PREFACE. 

tended to be ftrongly inculcated, I beg thofc 
nrfao ^nk proper to turn over my ptgesf will 
not abruptly decide on any particular pailkges^ 
which appear liable to objeftion, but have the 
patience to go calmly on, forbearing to pait 
judgment tiU they have fairly feen the wholt 
of my arguments • 

Having thuf briefly invited from the reader 
a candid perufal, I will only detain him a mo- 
ment longer, to hear a ihort account of the 
work. The mifcellaneous matter here oiFered 
ia the reluit or various enTorts, fubmittcd, at 
various opportunities, to the autlior's literary 
friends : the drudgery of corre^on has been 
obligingly undertaken by thofe friends, to 
whom he confefTes himfelf indebted, not fo 
much for the ardour of particular compli- 
ment, as for the franknefs of general cri* 
ticifm. 

The poetical parts, when firft written, were 
each defigned to ftand alone, particularly the 
Elegy of a Nightingale, and the Epiftle from 
an Unfortunate Lady to her Family. The 

Anecdotes 
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Anecdotes* of a Gentleman are extracted 
from a larger \irork, of which what is now 
prdented^ is littk more than the introdu^ioA. 
The primary pages treat of Animals : a pact 
of the performance that confifts of moral 
Fancy-pieces, from which we proceed to the 
inveftigation of Fafts, leading gradually to the 
main hiftory. 

In (hort, though I have been fomewhat 
immethodical, I have not been totally uncon** 
ne£^ed ;. and that I might not tire by fyftema- 
tic famenefe, I have varied my flyle as I varied 
my fubje£t. 

Notwithftanding thefe kind corre£lions, 
however, a very ingenious and well-known 
gentleman (whofe acquaintance with the au- 
thor is unluckily of later date) has ftill dif- 
covered fome things, which the writer wifhes 
had not efcapcd-^the eyes of odiers. Perhaps 
they did not cfcape: there is a coy relu6fance 

* This work was originally prefented to the public 

in different proportions ; two volumes being publifiied 

at a time. 
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to find fault, and a dread of being too honeft, 
in cafes of private criticifm, often fatal ; and 
a writer's reputation i& frequently forfeited oft 
the one hand by literary conceit, and on the 
other by a fcrupulous delicacy. 

Thefe volumes were ready for publication 
when the gentleman, of whom I laft fpoke^ 
drew a judicious pen over fuch fentences as 
he thought might ftill gain a grace from alte- 
ration : but it was too late to avail myfelf of 
his tafte and fmcerity, or the reader would 
have received a more finiihed amufement* 
However, fliould the performance thus 



" fent to its account 

With its impcrfedions on its head," 

have merit enough to pleafe the public, their 
indulgence fhall be repaid by the author's care 
to corred his errors, in a future edition. . 
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To the Second Edition, 



\ 



IT was the opinion of Horace; Rabelais^ 
and Le Sage, of Cervantes, Swift, and 
Fielding, and many other names familiar to 
every man of reading, that laughing fatipe was 
the likelicft to fucceed, as it ftrikes the honied 
fling more de6p into the heart. Benignus 
feemed to have been of the fame opinion j now 
and then yielding to the pathetic^ but never 
indtdging the paffionatei yet Juyenal himfelf 
had not more caufe to be out of temper. It 
JV indeed, moft likely, the author of this Hif- 

A 6 tory 
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tory apprehended, witb Young, that ** the 
«rid is toapioudtobefeDdafa^^ffn.1 
tutor," and that if bis narrative ihould ever 
get into prints k weuM ftand little chtDce to 
he well read (that is, to be read agreeably and 
advantageoujly) had he only gratified the dic- 
tates of defpair \ had he left nodiing behind 
him, but a detail of his injuries, the com- 
plaints of a recluTe, and the defpondencies of 
a hermit. In one of his chapters he mentions 
this ; and, accordingly, fct down every fcenc 
(withqut the formality of authoribip) exa£ily 
as he felt it upon recalling it to mind; and I 
make no doubt but that, while he was thus 
engaged in faithfully defcribing his adventures, 
it hufhed the fenfe of his misfortunes, and he 
probably forgot (fuch is the confequence, and 
fuch the importanc^e of exercifing the mind) 
that he was a folitary man, in the recefies of 
a foreft. — For my oivn part, I have nothing to 
tell the reader, bCit that I wiDi he may find as 
much entertainment in pcrufing thefe adven- 
turefs, as I have had in tranfcribing them. 

I can^ 
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I cannot, however, tsdoe my leave of ^the 
reader, (as the editor of Benignus) without 
briefly obviating certain objections which were 
made, by (bme, to the nwral tendency of the 
former part of this Hiftory. The adventures 
of Benignus are not fo much recommended as 
objeSls of regular imitation, as of general 
efcape. The goodnefs of that perfon's heart, 
and the integrity of his intentions, may fafely 
be propofcd as the purcft ftandards ; but his 
pafHon for travel, the excefs of his undifttn- 
guifhing bounty, with the various inconve- 
niences and aukward perplexities arifing from 
thence, arc examples rather to terrify than to 
follow. His unlimited benevolence, fo far 
from promoting, defeats the felicity which 
would arife from a better directed, and more 
judicious generofity: for liberality lofes its 
name by rambling into profufion j when the 
hand indifcrcetly gives, without the fuffrage 
of the underftanding, though the defigns of 
the heart may be amiable, it ceafes, in fad, 
to be goodnefs, and is therefore nine times 
out of ten rewarded by the contempt of oeco- 

nomy. 
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nomy^ the ridicule of impofture, and the 
trick of neceffity. 

To warn the unwary then ; to put fimpli* 
city upon guard ; . to regulate the kindeft, 
nobleft paifion, and to. (hew the delicate par- 
tition, which.divides humanity from weaknefs, 
and feeling from folly, thefe Memoirs arq 
publi(hed; in which, (for fuch purpofes) are 
.exhibited fcenes of hazard, enterprizes of mo-t > 
ment, and. a diverfity of characters. 

It is neceflary to fay fomething for having 
prefixed a. Table of Contents to thefe volumes, 
contrary to the defign of Benignus, whofe 
opinion on. the fubjecb will be feen in the 
fixty-^fixth chapter. — To works, however, of 
this nature, it is not, only cuftomary to give 
Ihort introdu£lory fummaries, but it was even 
whifpered to the editor, by feveral .^^«i!Zf rea- 
ders, that fuch pithy hints at the. head of, a 
chapter were not only agreeable, and conve- 
nient, but even h®neft and confcientious in 
an author j for, faid they, if we like the pro- 
mifed matter in the general^ we enter readily 

into 
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into the particulars : if we do not, we turn 
over the leaves, till we hit upon what is better 
Aiited to our tafte. 

To make this Hiftory as plcafing as pof* 
fible, by yielding to the wifh of various tem- 
pers, I have taken the freedom of an editor,, 
to humour certain readers in this article : but, 
that I might not too flagrantly oppofe the in- 
tentions of my author, I have managed my 
information with fome ceconomy ; and, though 
a little is anticipated, a great deal more will 
be found in every chapter, than can, or in- 
deed ought to be told, at the top : and there- 
fore it is my ferious and earncft advice, as a 
jfair-dealing editor, between author and reader, 
that (left any entertainment Ihould be loft} 
the whole (hould be read through with can- 
dour. 
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PREFACE 



To the Third Edition.. 

THE Hiftorjr ef Benignus is, in thefe 
volumes S brought to Aich % period 
as fufficiendy enforces the m^ral intended ta 
be deduced froox it. The laws of romance^ 
novel, and comedy, might require a diferent 
cataftrophe : for in thofe^ it is too often the 
cuftom, (at all events^ even though many 
are brought in, as it werQ, by the bead and 
Jhoulders) to croud the loft fcene with perfons 
married, or murdered, to the novel-reader's 
jatisfadion. But the laws of narrative ought 

* Alluding to the two laft, u they appeared at the firil 
publication* 

to 
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to be leis rigid, and, I flatter tnyfelf, the^ 
jreadef -will forgive my adheringi upon this 
occafion, to human nature^ even though I 
.verge againft the formalities of literary 
cuftom.— - 

^ Thc^fprmer portioa$ of tlxc work contain 
•many of thofe dialogues, converfation-pieces, 
and chara£i:ers, which fell, neceflarily, in the 
way of our emigrating author in his romantic 
ratnbk after hafpinefu 

But now, as he advances farther into {<>> 
ciety, a greater variety of events znd epirJ^nSf 
..(feme ferious, fome whimfical, according to 
.the particular temper, mind, and manner of 
the fpeaker) prefent themfelves : to which hav< 
been generally added, the adventurer's r^ 
fle<5tions, upon peculiar fcenes, as they fi- 
gured before him« 

• 

In the progrefs of thefe/delineations, the 
great Design of the Work, hath never been 
loft fight of; on the contrary, every volume, 

as 
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as:it'may. be noted by the difcerning reader, 
.ci|]Fjri$s th^ intjended ill uftration nearer to the 
heart and underftandingj till the refult of the 
ivhole^ it is hoped, appears to be in full luftre, 
what the author himfelf^ feelingly aiTerts, it 
JbsuUbc* 

' «* Unhappy (fays our difappointed adven- 

-tiirer, in the i koth chapter of the volumes now 
ofFered) is he, who, in the days of his youth, . 
tfaverfes this intricate world, without a guide; 

•and of all other prepofterous paffions, the moft 
prepofterous is that, which induces an orphan 

iof fortune to truft himfelf to mankind, with 
neither experience to direct, prudence to ad- 
vife, nor oeconomy to regulate. Let no man 
who is new to the aftive fcenes of a city, ever 
venture again into a metropolis, unattended : 
let no man indulge his inclinations for travel- 

'Kngj without firft confidering^ that if he is 
miferable at home, he muft tread warily in- 
deed, if he does not increafe that mifery abroad^ 
Let'no man rufli into the tumults of life with-, 
put a virtuous monitor : in a word, let every 

Tdemachu^ 
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Tikmacbus tremble at the conduA^ which it 
not firft fandified by the approbation^ of si 
Mtnicr /" 

This apoflf ophe hath been varioufif exem^ 
plified in the courfe of the Hiftory ; in whtch^ 
it appears to have been, not the Uaft effort of 
.^ author, to anklize the real charaAers 6^ 
aoen, to diiplay the ftr^ge and ridiculous iiK 
coniiftences of human opinion rei|)edingHAF- 
PiN£SSi and, (after all thb (hew oStbi^feiif^ 
delufion,, and abfurdity, under their charaAe- 
riftic difguifes) to fix, by predbminant ail- 
ments, the higk^ dcgnc of thathappineis, in 
. ihe pro^liee of Virtue, and in the precepts of' 
Chrtftianity. 

Both the editor arj the audior have, al-> 
ready, entered a caveat againft being accounts 
able for the vice or depravity of any of the 
chara^ffirs. Who (aver thou^ of ciiarging 
Shakefpeare with immorality, for having 
drawn an lago y Fielding, a filifili of Ricfaf* 
iar4ibn> > a Lrovelace ? . 

It 
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It is certain that, in thefe dofing volutnef. 
Tome reprehenfible cbarafters will df6r them« 
fdves; and, peiliaps, fome (benes that certain 
editprs might have rejeAed. But, I am pet-* 
fuaded, fliofe writers, who only employ them*' 
fdves in drawing pidures of Virtue, do her but 
)^ju1titf « The real gem is fet off by the 
foS$ cbe charms of besuty are heightened by 
dbforttil0)r : in like manner the luftre of viriwe 
tderives giteter brilliancy from being oppofed 
to t)ie iqualid appearance of vice^ If the 
^maximof the^poet be indeed ttvit: if^ 

*^ Vice is a n^onfter of fo iH^btftil meia 
.Ad, to be hated, needs bat to bey^M .*" 

it follows, diat to pouriray that monfter, anl, 
to place the portrait, (by way of cmiraft) near 
the picture of Virtue, is the moft commenda* 
^le talk in which a moral painter, either ferious 
or comic, can ei^ge* 

Ay, (it may be faid) but if this monfter is 
fo difgvifed by lalfe colouring, and (b tricked 
out by fte hand of the painter, as to attra<% us 

under 
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under the fbriii of. a cherub, and is thereby 
able to << make the worie^ appear the better' 
reafiuv" may not the danger be exceiBveP 
To this I anfwer, that in the world, — in real^ 
lif&:— infinite are the dangers produced by this 
poli{hed, and BeUal-Iike.hypocrtfy : but^ it has . 
been the conftant care of this Hiftoryi^to make 
every contraft eonjpicuous : .thus the irregukiri 
bounty of BENiQK.usis.oppofed to the.rational^ 
fympatb}r of Greavifs: the co^rfenefsof the 
Qrocery is held in contraft tq the delicacy of 
Blewitt : the opennefs of Benjamiftj to the ar» 
tifice of his uncle : the poliib of Draper^ to 
the queerneis of Gr$en : the purity of con- 
jugal love, in SMdberry^ to thie illicit engage- 
ments of Benignus^ with Lucy and Blaie*s wife ; 

» 

the fyftcm of the Freethinker, with the fyftem 
of tHe Lady who Ipeaks in the Fragment 
ttxat will be found in the prefent volumes. 



«.; 



Thus, even the carekfs reader^ n\ay dete<3< 
the cloven foot, as he goes along; and dif- 
tiinguijQi the paintejj devil, which,, (arra^d 
pnly in the ornaments of native innocence) 

• . • .' i- 1 ' -. . "- in- 
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in defpite of thofe plaufible afFefbttions that 
are affumed to make him profper in fociety, 
come to merited fhame atlaft. 

Here then the editor thinks it neceflary to 
terminate the Hiftory, and to take leave bodi 
«f his author and thepublic« 
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PR E F A G E 



To the Present ]6dition* 



ACRES ABL£ to * promi^i I bavis fparcd 
no pains to nender the prefentipdition 
more acceptable, and more complete. The 
flattering kindnefs by which the performance 
has been diftinguilhed, animated at once my 
gratitude and diligence. Accordingly, I un- 
dertook chearfuUy the corredtion of thofe 
parts,, which were obviovfy i2M\t)\ as well a$ 
thofe improprieties, wlittlicr of di6lioi> or feu* 

* See page x. of Preface to the Firll Edition. 

a timent. 
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ment, that were marked by the critics. Per* 

baps it may ftill be faid, that all tb6 dbyedlions 
are not, even yet, removed. To this I an- 
fwer, that, as to^eObi^ kinguagt^ they will, 
more or lefs, in fo long a work, elude the 
vigilance, and baffle the (kill of every young 
writer ; and, with re^d to the errpr$ which 
were faid, (probably for want of txpreffing 
my meaning more clearly) to lie againft the 
morality of the production, and e^cially of 
the two firft volumes, it is proper to fay, ^at 
I have availed myfelf of every criticifm, either 
public, or private, which came within my 
knowledge \ and wherever any part of fuch 
criticifm appeared to be founded on principled 
of judgment, truth, or candour, I yielded 
obedience with pleafure, and confecra ted, what- 
ever could bear mffconftruftion, to oblivion. 
A few of the reprehenlions, neverthelefs, ap* 
peared to iffue from miftake in the critic : fuch 
I have now attempted to clear up, either by 
better arranging the fentiment, or elfe by re- 
ference to a note in the margin. I (hall de- 
tain the reader with preliminaries no longer, 

than 
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than juft to inform him^ all the former Pre- 
faces are admitted into this edition, becaufe 
they may be confidered as fo many defences 
of the work» in the progrefi of its original 
publication 
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HISTORY OF BENIGNUS. 

S E C T. I. 

I AM more obliged to you, madam, 
than I can find language for ac- 
knowledgment. A fentiment of your 
ladyfhip's has revived in my mind, a 
train of ideas which I have, at length, ' 
determine^ to indulge. Be not alarmed. 
•The fentiment^ like the fubjed, is full 
of humanity. Ill fare the heart, whoTe 
VoJL.l. B tender 
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tender bias is circumfcribed by thfc 
paltry trammels of fclf-love, and cafi 
with-hold its benevolence from the 
minuteft part of animated life. There 
is a deplorable illiberality in the afFec- 
lions of the vulgar: narrowly bigotted 
to one mean fct of notions, which have 
been confirmed by maxims that have 
hctn inculcated in the early periods of * 
life, they fcldora rife to a JSngle fenti- 
mentj which refletls dignity, either 
on the head or heart ; and thus the 
feelings of above half mankind ar« 
•totally guided by coAtrafted^ and partial 
prejudices. 

In contradiftion to thefe limited 
rationalSj and in defiance of cuftomary 
impofitions, I infift upon being allowed 
•the fortitude to think, and judge for 
myfelf. I look on the animal 'World as 
jrery nearly conneAcd -with tKe moraU 
and thus publicly declare myfclf the 

fincere 
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fincere well-wiflier of every living 
thing. I am now going to addrefs 
your ladyfliip upon fonrrc very intcreft* 
ing fubjefts : but, as they may pofliMy 
lengthen my enquiries beyond the or- 
-dinary limits of a letter, for it is horrid- 
ly hard to flop the pen, when the ideas 
are on the flow> 1 Ihall divide it into 
feveral partsj both for the relief of 
attention, and to afford an opportunity 
to paufe, till it is agreeable to youc 
ladyfhip to refume the book. 



SECT. IL 



THE TITLE. 

I have called this treitife in the ge- 
neral running title,. Liberal Opinionts. 
This I did to give myfclf freer fcope, 
and to receive fandion (qf indulging 

B a i^ecu* 



*4 LIBE-RAL' OT>INrONB, 

ipcculations, not abfolutely tied down 
to the rules of fyftematic writing. Not 
-that I, however, mean to run riot in 
the wildcrnefs of modern digreffion., 
but if (by turning a little out of the 
-beaten pith,) I can pick up an obferva- 
vtion or a fcntiment, nregleded by fuch 
literary travellers as fct out, like a 
plodding mechanic, with an inflexible 
refolution to jog ffrait forwards, though 
.they might enjoy the moft beautiful 
profpefts by the flighteft deviatMms, at 
the fame time, that an obftinate attach- 
ment to the old track, prefents nothing 
>to the eye. whichV hath' any novelty to 
recommend it, nor any thing to the 
mind that can give it a varied gratifi- 
cation. What a horrid infipidity is 
"there, in thofe compofitions, which are 
formally fettered by the chains of criti- 
cifm. Like the gardens of a <:iti2en, we 
iiaye regularity without beauty, a<>d 

unifor- 
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uniformity' without tafte: The imaged* 
ftand in exaft lines, immodeftly ftaring* 
upon each other; the bufts are fet 
Ikulking like q's in a corner, as equi-- 
diftant as the rule can meafurc their 
fpac|S; while the trees, alcoves, and 
hedges (finug as their mafter's wigs)' 
are cut in the moft prcpofterous man- 
ner, exhibit nature fufFering the inqui- 
fitidft'df artj atid.ej&site the ridicule' of 
eyery lfen(a>lef* paflfei^gef . Aniong the- 
tountlefs quantity of books in our Ian-- 
guage, how few are there, madafn;- 
Abounding in original thought* The 
nftfkipfieation of copies is. indeedv 
ififinit^; ^«iid therefore the reader 
is 'feldom-' pt-cfented with;* any frcfh^ 
inftruftion, or any unhackneyed en-' 
tfcrtainiftettt. I -do not mention this,* 
tb ihfintiate, t^at L haV« hit upon v 
jiev^ veil! ii> tlie mine,' but zs w 
' ' " ' B 3- ■ ' fervos* 
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fervcs my purpofc of making a ifemi^lh 
or two, oo 



SECT. III. 

THE PREJUDICES OF WRITERS 
AND READERS^ 

With wl^om tiie. ppwer of '^4m<^' 
tioa is ftronger than the appelates of 
nature. Moft of thofc who ptbliflv 
their fentiments, have paft their lives 
rather in turning over volumes, ,thai^; 
in tracing accurately tfce ftiifcin^ ffffn^r 
and deliberately cQAfideriqtg ^he writteij 
page with defign to enrich themfelvea 
with original ideas; rather ii| rapid 
reading, than in corred thinfcingK i.Qa 
the other hand, thp n^^jprity qf ,tfhofe . 
who. are mofteagctr after tl^ p^^ufal Qf, 
books, are direfted By tutors to read a 

certain 
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certain fct, on the faith and credit of 
which, tKcir future maxims,, opinions,, 
and behaviour arc to. be formed. Thus, 
both writers and readers go in leading- 
ftrings* The one print what has been> 
before printed (with fonve flight altera- 
dofi,) the other confider as inconteftir 
ble, thofe tenets which they have found 
in their favourite authors^, or heard- 
from the lips of friends^or mafters, who 
ai?e, probably^ under equal prejudices. 
There are, indeed, certain felf-evident 
propofitiqns^ tJxe truth of which, like 
the fi^n atfils* meridian, ftrike unob- 
ftru(5tcd light upon the mind. To cavil 
^r cofijefture againft fbe/ey would be to 
war with. demonftration, and combat 
hftaven. There are, alfo, a variety of 
opinions,. rendered awful by the general 
belief of men, which have been adopted 
as maxims out of the reach of confuta- 
tion. Upon this account, if at any 

B 4 time 
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time a man hath dared to oppofe a na- 
tion, handed down- from father to fon 
with the fanie care as the rent-rolls of 
the familjr-eftatc; wlwch was put into 
our mouths with the milk of our mo- 
thers, and pinned upon our under- 
ftandings as early as the bibs on our bo- 
foms; what is the confequence? He ifr 
condemned as a dangerous innovator ^ 
as- one, who would overfctthe eftablifh* 
ed fyftem of things, a fyftem which an- 
tiquity hath made venerable and decifive. 
Strange bigotry! *tis a dependency, 
beneath the natural freedom of the 
mind. An intelleftual obligation, is 
more fervile than a pecuniary one. One 
would not, indeed, like Mandeville,' 
oppofe every thing from the obftinate 
tenacity of founding a new fyftem upon 
the ruins of the old; fince that were as 
abfurd as fetting fire to on^'s houfe, be- 
caufc fome flaws and errors were per* 

ceptible 
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ceptible through . tfve buiiding-^but it 
would, mcthinksi be ar> ai6t of wifdom 
XQ do the beft to repair it. Thus much 
.as an cxcufe for fome peculiar' femi-* 
pients^ which will probably be diftri-^ 
buted throughj tljiis work^ of which I 
Jbave' tljp honour ;iu>;[nfcrib6 this firft 
prp^oytipQ of >it 90 y^uipiadyfhipf' It i$ 
jii^ly^f-.J; mayj^.^dyspcs: opinipi>s^;«pt 
?y;hoUy cofref|j(jW[)denCvto the general 
'f/pli^/Jm^pi thinkifjgx-:for,^;I.;arn forry 
to fey^ that Qur^qfual;; ideas are dcrive4 
from a very fiUyj^aii well ^s a very fer- 
vile ijnrtation; the..{^pft fenfiblc people 
are frequently parrottedi they think as 
th^y,are^'i, tothii^k, and talk xhe dul| 
dialed of their teachers, from the cradle 
to the coffin* A man of original con* 
templation, is therefore aprodigyj and 
(like a prodigy) the eyes of every body 
a^e up^n him the* moment he appeirs; 
even the few that are pleafed with his 

.. B c forti- 



10 LIBERAL OPINIONS. 

fortitude, admit the very convidion 
they feel -with fome reltiftancc ; we part 
from nothing we have any length of 
time been accuftomed to venerate, with- 
out pain. Hence, many who have 
, talents for fpeculation, check the gene-^ 
rous impulfey through a diflike of being 
thought particular; Upoa thris accotifat 
geliius ruft$ in inaftivity, and mett 
content thtfmfelves with going on, in 
the old road, to avoid the charge of 
lingular! ty, and the^finile of derifion, 
not confidering * that a fmile much 
oftener betrays ignorance, than it difco- 
vers fagacity. I have ventured, how- 
ever, madam, to give the rein to my 
inclination, and fhall ramble from the 
beaten way of literary traffic, when ft 
feems neceflary to the difcuflion of td- 
pics, which afford an ample field of 
liberal inquiry, and innocent invefti- 

gat ion. ' ^ 

SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

/ 

SKETCH OF AN A NIM AL- 
SO GIETY. :■ ■ 

« 

I have, as yoiir ladylhip will re- 
member, already declared myfelf the 
fi-iend of ali the inhabitants that either 
wing the air, or crawl upon the earth : 
and, although I have the tendereft at- 
tachment to my own fpecles, and glory 
in the name of man, yet, if in my travels 
through the world, I happen (as is fome- 
times the cafe) to meet in the brute^ the: 
ihfeft, or reptile, thofe endearing quali- 
tiesi^hich I look for amongftmen in vain/ 
I hefitate not to ftrike a bargain on thte:' 
fpot; form a ttri£t alliance with the! 
more rational animal, and only lameotj 
that it is poffible for tb©fe*whO/iaav^- 
: i. B 6 domi- 
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dominion over the creation to be out 
of an inferior order. 

Having faid thus much, your lady- 
fhip will not wonder if, in this per- 
formance I (hould fay fomething in de- 
fence of thofe gentle domeftics that ac- 
company us in our retirements. 

Now, of aU creatures whom nattire 
hath accommodated with four feet,. I 
am m$ft enamoured of lap-dogs : yet, I 
admire . indeed almoft every fort of 
dumb companions, amongft which I 
have now lived, with little of other 
fociety, for five years. Will your la- 
dy Ihip pleafe to hear adcfcription of my 
family ? 

-.Suppofe mc, madam, at my own 
hou(c, (if I prefume not in calling that 
ahoufe, which confifts of a fingle ftory), 
be it then in my cottage (for that is the 
term which humility would give it); 
y;0u behotd mc futing there before a 
' ' - frugal 
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6iigal fire, with: my little partakers o£ 
the blaze around me. That cat, fitting)^ 
fage and thinking,, on the cdge-of tl» 
krtnr is not nciore remarkable for her 
beauty of perfon, than for the uncom-* 
men accompliflimcnts of her mind., h 
fay mind, becaufe I am,- as you. will by 
and by perceive, out of doubt as to ihat;* 
particular : the trick-trying kitten, bu- 
iftd in ichafing her fhadow round the 
room, inherits all the genius, of her 
mother, but has a fmall fpice of the 
coquette mixt up in her temper; yet 
this is fo cornmon to pretty young fe- 
males, and fo naturally wears off when 
they arrive at the gravity of cathood, 
befides that it is really ^aceful in kit- 
tcnhood, it would-be a needlefs fevcrity 
to check it: the activity and fun of the 
creature, as (he fkips fidelong in wanton 
attitudes and antics, is now and then fo. 
plcafantly burlcfque, and fo likp the 

gaiety 
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gaiety of youths that the inflexible 
m^ifctes of. yjw old wretch of a pointer, 
ftrctched in flumber along the hearth, 
relax into a griii; and Ibaietimes the 
veteran is fo infpired by the mimickry 
of little pufs, that he raifes his paw, 
g^ves her a pat of encouragement, and 
diicovers ail the playfulnefs of a puppy. 
There is in this place fo fair an op- 
portunity of trying my fkill as a writer, 
that I cannot refift making 



s E c -n V. 

' A COMPARISON. 

Did you never take notice, madam, 
of two people of different ages fud- 
denly attrafted to each other by the* 
fympathy of ideas ? Nothing but the* 
power of plfeafant thaughts could have^ 
. : / cffeftcd 
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tfib<%6d an a^dci^ipn ; the old^ piaiV 
fits- ac'.Iottg time ifinothcned up, in th* 
ikiid& orhis dWft melancholy^ he hangs 
his head upon his' breaft,. fixes his eyti 
<^^tp the fire, arid ietmsto be employed 
iri fottie profouad fpeculation: the fa- 
tigue, however, of thinking proves too 
lafe©f ious, 'fend he is at length rocked t6 
fleep, in the cradle of his refleftions. In 
th4 na&an time> his favourite boy is left 
to.cater jforhinAfelfi ^The eye of a 
child coHverts every trifle into an bbje^ 
of ehtertainnnfent, drtd every pretty wi- 
importance, is^efteemed a joyful acqui- 
fition. Tb^ father, after the refrefli- 
ments of, his nap (that nepenthe of 
age)7awakes ; the ftripling mean time is 
aftingthe kittert on the floor, ' and ihge- 
nioufly exerts a thoufand little efforts, 
to vary its araufement. Age furveys 
the pifture, and recals ideas which 
bring to mind the moments when he 
. 1 J ^ '-:- 1 was 
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4Uf ;/^' , a tear <lr</;.^ in¥olustunlff aod 
1^/^! ;^ Oyy^^'kc i/f ^(mik, M kdgdi 

UA ye'/rian n caught ia tte charm of 
dif^Afi^iX mrofftAUmf ' forgrtf a#fi^ 
lb« iUcf€\fiiud€ ijX the laft ilage^ and 
riif%«# in the whfflrifical and puerile gra^ 
r^ii;aii</M<;f thefirft/ 

VcMi fee^ friaidiim^ here were too 
rrfan)r flimcr* to femaip uncropt* , It 
would bare been unpardonable for a 
)^oung writer to let them wither^ and' 



^ W»fte ihejr rwettiif Cd on the defart a^. 



>f 



] have made up tny, nofcgay— -and 
«m now reudy to return with your lady* 
flji|) to 
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SEC T. VI. 

1 

MY FAMILY. 

Scampering up that flielf, fports arv 
animal' of peculiar pleafantry. It is 
Trimbhush, my fquirrel, madam; a 
very ingenious, fprightly,: and whimfU 
eal fellow, the ' macaroni of animals ;\ 
full as mifchievous, full as coxcomic, 
and a great deal more witty than minyt 
a finer gentleman, whofe advantagei^ 
have been greater. His: many en^ter- 
taining cpnceits, arid itbe laughable* 
manner lix which he forneiimes amufei 
himfelf, have acquired him the name* 
of the Humourist. 

Apes, monkies, pies, and parrots, 6 
h?ve none. They were fo afluming< 
and faucy a itt of domcftics, and tynan-^ 
liized fo arrogantly QV^r th^ pacific a»d^ 

meekr- 
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meek-tempered part of my family^ that 
I e*cn difcarded them from the fociety^ 
They now refide with charafters, for* 
whom they are more proper compa- 
nions. My apes being in pofleflion of 
certain mimics, who caricature the ex- 
cellence and talents of ethersy becaufe 
they have neither talents or excellence 
of their owny it is expcded that the 
cldeft male-^pe will make his firft pub- 
Uc appearance next winter, in the cha^ 
rafter of a modern Lefturer, to which 
will be added a farce of builcfque imr-« 
Datiom. My monkies I have prefented 
ts^ a beau> and they are fuppofed ta\ 
&mifli him with Tiints, by which he is^ 
enabled to lead the fajhion-, fo that 
your ladyfhip perceives the bon tdn are 
not a little indebted even to the excom- 
Hfunicated part of my family : as to my* 
parrots, pies, and bird* of fpeech> they 
<re all the property of an unmarried* 

maiden . 
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mai^^n rgett tie woman, who is fo ex- 
tremely celebrated for volubility of 
coitverfation, and. fo unfatigued a con- 
tinues that nothing human could ever. 
qoxnq in for: a words yet ihe loves to^ 
hear nonfenfe, as well. a& talkiti and I. 
am tojd by a friend^^ that my orators, 
are, almofl:, a match for her. Muft. it 
ftQt be a c^hartning concord of' fp^i^^s^ 
wken ,cver7' inftrtfnaent Us ifc AUO^ ?( ii 
was once at the concert myfelf,: and thfe 
confufion of tonorues muft have been 
order and intelligence to it. Poll 
fcrcamed, mag chattered, t&e monkics. 
fqueaked, and the lady (with a note 
above them affl) laBouifed^hard for that 
charter of her fex, the lajt word. The 
day of tUeir dcif)«artu?e- was celebiated 
by oty crenttires a^ a jubilee ^ n^y xratar 
puriredii.my <itegs,ggmboled, my fi^ujrrei 
d^pOe4j^:Ji«wf §otUi§n; oin thfl^ecaikir; 
and myJbircls (^hich you 'hear,- are^^ao 

bad. 
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'bad muficians) wliiftled a frelh ov^r- 
tare. 

I beg your ladyfliip will honour, that 
owl (blinking on his perch in the comer)- 
with particularattention. He ia-krtownt' 
in my fanmily by the name of the Fta-^ 
thered Philofopher 5 and tha^fair crea^ 
ture, uxorioufly neftling under his left 
pinion, is his fpoufe,. and a Poetefs of 
no mtsiti ch^r^er-^lhall I let your la- 
dy Ihip into. : ' 



S-EJE.T. VIL . ;:i 






A :S EC RE Vh 



V . 



^ The fage- perfonages: above m6n*^ 
rioned, werei fome time linee invLon^i 
don>. and the intimate companiohs 6^ 
iome town owls j and it hiisbteh ferl- 
•ufly averred to: me (by fomc ,af the- 

trade) 
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trade) .that fcvcral poems, a colleftion 
rof effiiys, fevcral medical compofitions, 
^nd a very large bundle >of political 
papers, .under' a variety of fignatures, 
together with fixteen volumes of fer- 
mons,. warranted originals, and pub- 
liihed from-arufhenric mantifcripts, now 
in thepoflcflion of many right reverend 
owls, were the joint-labours of this li- 
terary and ingenious, but unfortunate 
couple. In what incidents confift their 
misfortune, your lady (hip will fee, when 
I come to communicate their fecret 
hiftory; which hiftory will abound, I 
tmft, with as miraculous efcapes, fur- 
priGng adventures, marvellous turns of 
fortune, providential deliverances, en- 
'tertaimng tranfitions, and accurate de- 
lineations of life and charafter, as were 
ever related i and in this prefumption, 
'I am fo certain of the faft, that I Ihall 
not give aip the pointy even to the won- 
derful 
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dcrful Robinfon Crufoe himfelf. And 
now, madam, I befeech you to caft a 
kind eye on that exquiflte little thing 
Tuminating on his rug, *tis my 



SECT, vm. 

HISTORIAN, 

The Ifaac of dogs— the Benjamin of 
animals. Never, fure, in man or beaft 
refided more gratitude, or more fenfi* 
bility. Behold, his bofom is grown 
grey in my fociety. Many a time when 
the ftorms of the world have blown haid 
upon my head, even till the vioknce of 
the Ihock aflailed my heart; when the 
eye of friendfliip became inverted, by 
ill fuccefs, and when I looked in vain 
around me for the benevolence of 
fympathyi and the confolation^ of -hu- 
man 



LIBERAL OPINIONS. 23 

-man attachment i in thofe deftitute mo- 
ments (to the Aame ofman) came that 
affeAionate adherent, and (with an ofE- 
cioufnefs of lovcj which wanted not the 
eloquence of words, to be underftood) 
taught me to take refuge in refignarion, 
and in his company let at defiance the 
malice of viciflitude. That very crea- 
ture has made the grand tour, and at 
Jaft returned, in a good old age, to his 
chimney corner, and houlhold gods, 
fraught with wifdom and experience^ 
He was tutor to the puppy of a noble- 
man, who was indeed but a dull dog 
himfelf. Tripfea, however, (for fo is 
my favourite called J though he could 
make no wife imprcflions on the young 
heir, did not negleft to enrich himfelf 
with all the -policy, maxims, manners, 
government, and conftitution of every 
country through which he pafled. His 
thirft of foreign knowledge was, lAdeed, 

fo 
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fo remarkable, and his inquiries fo mi«» 
nute, that he can bark upon thofe 
fubjecbs with as much fluency as any 
traveller upon earth; and this it is 
^'hich makes iiim, one or another, the 
moft entertaining animal that ever 
x:rofled the Atlantic. It was this crea- 
ture which confirmed me in the belief, 
that the partition betwixt inflindl and 
reafon was totally tranfparenti aad that 
the animal and rational faw through very 
limilar mirrors, Tripfca is the delight 
of my fociety j nay, he is at this time 
prefident of a canine club, of which he 
is the life and foul -, for they, being a 
fet of ignorant country-bred dogs, he 
plays his own game with them ; and, to 
fay the truth, he does fometimes fo 
bamboozle the creatures with touches of 
the ftupendous, as travellers, you know, 
madam, are apt to ufc a long bow, 
that he makes every particular hair to 

ftand 
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ftand an end upon their backs. Yet the 
vcricft cur of the county is open-mouth- 
ed to fwallow the news 5 and all, to a 
dog, admire his parts, and confcfs the 
power of travel. I believe Tripfea is 
at this very time preparing a journal for 
the prefs, in which the public may ex- 
peft a coUeftion of remarks, not inferior 
to any extant, with notes critical and 
explanatory, on the errors and abufes of 
other hiftorians. As for the right ho- 
nourable and drowfy whelp, who was 
the companion of Tripfea, his|||]finefs 
abroad was pretty much like hislbufincfs 
at home; he ftraggled about the ftreets, 
lifted up a naughty leg againft the pub- 
lic buildings, kept a miftrefs in a corner, 
intrigued with a lady of the court, had 
an affair of honour with the poor 
dog of a hufband, got worried by a 
bravo, feized by an officer of juftice, 
whined out fix days in prifon, and 
Vol. L C wrote 
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wrote a fawning letter to the animal of 
a minifter to releafe him j but at length, 
as 'deftitute of wifdom, as of every 
*thing elfe that is valuable, he is rc- 
turnedj the hopeful and eldeil fon of the 
ancient family of the Jokers; and his 
prefent employment is to talk highly 
of the great advantages of finifhing 
one's education abroad, in order to per- 
fuadc other puppies to follow his ex- 
ample. But the improvements of Trip- 
fea, madam, the harveft of exotic in- 
ftruftioii, which that dear ferious-look- 
ing crtature has in llore, — but, huih! 
he barks. Artful animal, I know the 
rcafon } fee, madam, he leaps upon my 
lap- Ay, ay, 1 thought fo. I hope 
your Jadyfhip will pardon him, as he is 
in treaty with a bookfeller about his Au- 
tjhcnjtlc iMemoirs, and has almoft dif- 
ppfed of the copy-right, he whifpers me 
his opinion, that it would be ungentecl 

to 
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to publilh any anecdotes beforehand, 
and might hurt the fale. For you lady- 
ihip will be pleafcd to underftand, that 
that there has been of late a furprifing 
revolution in the world of literature^ 
brains, however manufadured, fell now 
for little or nothing ; for the largeft;, and 
doubtlefs wifefl-, heads in the nation 
have difcovered that there is nothing 
within, (and confequently nothing that 
can come out), which can reafonably be 
con fidered as property. 'Tis all a caput 
mortuum^ and paft any fort of doubt, 
that the infide even of a privy counfel- 
lor's fkuU is not worth half the value of 
the wig that covers it. This being the 
cafe, Tripfea is certainly in the right 
to make the beft of his manufcript> 

My family then, madam, briefly 
(lands thus : 

I. A tabby cat. Defcended from 
Mr. Gray's Selima. 

C a 2. A 
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0. A tortoifc-coloured kitten. 
J. A pointer, — of Spanifh extrac- 
tion« 

4. A philofophical-medical-metaphy- 

cal-political-critical owl. 

5. An eflayical-poetical-epigramma- 

tical owlefs. 

6. A focial fquirrel, A humourift. 

7* An hiftorical geographical lap- 
dog, third fon to Ponnpey the 
Little. 

To which may be added a chorus 
Of larks, linnets, and finches. 
Your ladyfhip would very juftly 
accufe pie of ingratitude, were I to 
negleft my out-of-door connections, 
^whether footed or feathered : at the 
end of my garden you obferve a bee- 
hive,' inhabited by fmall, but in- 
duftrious people; and, though their 
little city fwarmfi, I do not think a 
fingle drone is to be found amongft 

themi 
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them ; and this is no very ufual cir- 
cumftance attending a populous place. 
There is not> however, what can be 
called a lazy creature in the whote 
commonwealth, for the crowned head 
labours with his fubjefts, and every in- 
dividual brings fomething into the ge- 
neral treafury, A ftill minuter com^- 
munity poffefs the empire of that funny 
hillock j and are likewife animals of fo 
commercial a turn, that the buz of 
eternal bufinefs refounds through the 
neighbourhood. YouV ladyfliip will 
likewife take notice of fome family- 
hens, and fir Chanticlear at the head 
of them, ftrutting and gallanting it 
in all the pride of paflion and ofcon- 
quefl. It is the cuftom of the country 
to allow him many wives, madam ; 
and therefore I do not interfere in his 
amours: on this charter he enjoys 
the privilege and vanity of his fea- 

C 3 thercd 
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thered feraglio as uncontrouled as a 
fultan i and, for the fame reafon^ as I 
faid before i for were it otherwife, by 
the chaftity of the moon I fwear, madam t 
that I would wring off the wretch's 
neck for the horrid crimes of poly- 
gamy and incontinence, notwithftand- 
ing the creature might pkad the force 
of cuftom,. and hope poffibly to find 
an excufe in the illuftrious examples of 
the human race. 

A few anecdotes relating to one 
thing more, I mud recommend to you( 
ladyihip. I mean 



SECT. IX, 

MY ROBIN-RED-BREAST. 

Him, however, I claim, not as pri* 
vate property, but rather as. my friend : 

he 
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lie hath been my occafional how-do-ye 
vifitor for many years; the bloom of 
.his bofom is a little faded, you fee, ma- 
'dam. At yoor firii acquaintance, he 
was fortiewhat fhy, but at length he i$ 
£0 infinitely domeflicatcd, that he eats 
from my hands, drinks out of the fame 
fountain with my linnets, and, in cold 
weather, is feldom out of my cottage j 
«iy animals are all upon very good 
terms with him. The finches and he 
ling to each other : and the very cats 
(through habit and difcipline, fuch is 
the force of a happy education) fpare 
his life : though, to fay the truth, this 
does fometimes go defperately againfl: 
the grain; for, now and then, as he 
hops upon the floor, hunting the food 
that hath efcaped the eyes of the fa- 
mily, they look wiftfully at him, and 
are ready, as it were, to feize him as 
natural prey. 

C 4 I would 
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I would not, however, infinuate to 
the difcredit of my poor Bob, that, by 
leaving the houfc in the warm feafons, 
he afls the ingrate, and forgets the 
hand that in the hour of cold and hun- 
ger protected him ; no, madam. He 
has not mixed enough with the vicious 
part of the world to adopt a bafcnefs 
which is almoft peculiar to the human 
fpecies. So far otherwife, that I am 
certain, the little thing would fharc 
with me the laft crumb; nay, in a cafe 
of extremity, he would refign the whole 
meal, though it had been the labour of 
the day to hunt it in the hedges. In 
the fummer. Bob will, indeed, make 
excurfions, juft to ftretch his wings, 
and vifit a few red-breafted neigh- 
bours i but he ever and anon flies back 
to his favourite fpot, pecks at my win-" 
dow, as much as to fay. How go you 
on, fir; and then fits whiftling under 

the 
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the currant-bufh, I have alfo the plea^ 
fure of a nightingale's acquaintance :- 
but,, as fome misfortune prefles on the* 
poor thing, flie feldom comes nearer 
my cottage than yonder thicket y where, 
embowered among the bufhes, Ihe fixes 
her refidence upon a folitary branch 
beneath the umbrage of an* elm, yet,, 
having a fweet pipe, fhe fings me a^ 
fong at a fmall diftance (that only ferves 
to fend it more meliorated to the ear)t 
almoft every evening; Her note, in- 
deed,^ is always in the penferofo, but,* 
there is melody in* her Ibrrow) and* 
every variation in the harmonious me-^ 
lancholy, works its way into the heart.- 
1 have frequently flood liftening to her 
pathetic warblings, till the tears have- 
ftarted to my eye; and thvs I totally" 
gave myfelf up to the tendernefs of 
fympathy. It was in one of .thefe pe- 
Mods,^ juft as the laft beams of light- 

C 5 were 
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were reddening in the hemiipherey. 
that, (landing in my garden^ I heard 
the voice of Philomela jurgle from the 
copfe. There was a more than ufual 
plaintivenefs in her fong, and, as 1 
profefs to underftand prccifely the Ian* 
guage of birds, I could not but attend 
particularly to my feathered friend. I 
fat myfelf down in that little bower 
(the aukward architefture of a paftoral 
hour), and foon perceived that my 
mufical neighbour had chofen that 
evening to recapitulate the hiftory of 
her misfortunes. As foon as (heceafed, 
which happened, indeed, before fhe had 
concluded the ftory, owing, I prefume 
(by the ibruptnefs of her breaking off), 
to the inqwifitive impertinence of fome 
chattering bird, which invaded her fanc- 
tuary, (perhaps, to teaze her with the 
irk feme chirup of condolence), I re- 
tired into my cottage, and put toge- 
ther. 
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ther, as well as I was able, a tranflation 
of thofc touching fentiments I had 
heard. As often as I anri inclined to be 
ferious (and penfiive pleafures are par- 
ticularly Hiear to nie), I turn over the 
narrative of my poor nightingale, and 
draw from her misfortunes the moft 
exquifite refleftions. Without fup- 
pofing your ladylhip remarkably anxi-- 
ous to fearch into fecrets, I n>uft na- 
turally have excited your curiofity tO' 
fee the ftory.- You fliall not be difap^- 
pointed. You will inft^tly read thc^ 

SECT. X. 
ELEGY OF A NIGHTINGALE.« 

i:. 

For Elufino loft, renew the ftrain. 
Pour the fad note upon the evening, 
gale; [plain,. 

And as the lengthening fhades ufurp the • 
The filent moon fliall liften to the 
tale, 

G $ IL 
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XL 

Sore was the time, ill fated was the 

hour, [dire F 

The thicket fhook with many an omen 

"When from the topmoft twig of yonder 

bower, 

I faw my hulband, flutter and expire^ 

IIL 

*Twas when the peafant fought his twi- 
light reft, [hill j 
Beneath the brow of yonder breezy 
'Twas when the plumy nation fought 
the neft,, , [were ftill ; 
And all> but fuch as. lo.v'd the nighty 

IV. 

That, fondly fitting with a lover's pride> 
(My tender cuftom while the fun 
withdrew) 
Bear Elufino, fudden left my fide. 
And the curs'd form of man appeared 
in view. 
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V. 

For fport, the tube he Icveird at our 

head, [race. 

And, curious to behold nntore near my 

Low in the copfe the artful robber 

laid, [the place*. 

Explored our haunt, and thundcr'd at 

VL 

Ingrateful wretch, he was our fliepherd^s 

fon, [cot \ 

The harmlefs, good old tenant of yon 

That Ihepherd would not fuch a. deed 

have done; • [this fpot. 

TTwas love to him ' that fix'd us ta 

VIL 

Oft' as at eve his homeward fteps he 

bent, [o'er. 

When the laborious tafk of d^y was 

Our mellowed warblings footh'd him as 

he went, [was poor* 

^Till the charmed hind forgot that he 

•- ♦ viii: 
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VIIL 
Ah, could not this thy gratitude i;!-* 
fpire ? [pleafe ? 

Could not our gentle vcfitations- 
Gould not the blamelefs leffons of thy 
fire 
Thy barb'rous hand reftrain fromi 
crimen like thefe ? 

IX. 

Oh cruel boy, thou tyrant of the plain!! 
Couldft thou but fee the forrows thou ^ 
haft made, [haft flain. 

Or didft thou know the virtues thou 
And view the gloomy horrors of the- 
fhade: 

X, 

€ouldft thou, behold, my infant young- 
lings lie, [par'd,. 
In the mofs cradle by our bills pre- 
Babes as they were, unable yet to fly ; 
. Their wings defencelefs, and *their 
bolbms bar'd^ 

XL 



1,IBERAL opinions; 3^ 

5urely, the mighty malice of thy kind,, 
Thy pow'r to wrong, and readinefs 
CO kill ; 
In common pity to the parent's mind,. 
Would ceafe the new-made father'^, 
blood to Ipill.. 

- XII. 

H^ly, the time may come, when heav'h^ 
ihall give 
To thee the troubles thou haft heap'd 
on me. [liy-e^. 

Haply, ere well thv babes begin to 
Death Ihall prefent the dart of mifery. 

XIII. 

Juft as the tender hope begins to rife. 
As the fond mother hugs her dailing 
boys 

As the big rapture trembles in the eyes. 
And the breaft throbs with all a pa- 
rent's joy ^ 

XIV. 
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XIV. 

Then may fome midnight robber, flciird 

in guile, [deaths 

Refolv'd on plunder, and on deeds of 

Thy fairy profpefts, tender tranfports 

fpoil, [breath. 

And to the knife refign m y children's 

xv; 

In that fad moment fhall thy lavage* 

heart, [wild. 

Feel the keen anguifh, defperate; and 

Confcience forlorn fhall doubly point 

the fmart J [child^ 

And juftiee whifper, Thiis is child for 

XVL 

'Reft of their fire, my babes, alas, muflr 
f^gh; [care ; 

For grie r obftrufts the anxious widow's 
This wafted form, this ever- weeping eye. 

And the deep note of deftitute defpairi 

xvu,. 
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XVIL 

All load this bofom with a fraught, fo 
fore. 
Scarce can I cater for the daily food ! 
Where'er I fearch, my huft>and fearch'd 
before. 
And foon, my neft, will hold, an or- 
phan brood ! 

XVIIL 

For Eleufino, loft, then pour the ftrain. 
Waft the fad note on ev'ry ev'ning 
gales 
And as the length'ning fhades— 

The interruption, madam, put an end 
to her complaints perhaps your good 
fenfe may here exprefs fome furprize 
that (as birds have one language to fhew 
their rnifery, and another to mark their 
happinefs) Philomela fhould mhiftU out 
her calamity* If this fhould not be 

thought 
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thought quite in nature^ I beg ihc mzy 
Hnd an apology in the Italian and 



Engliih 



SECT. XL 
OPERA. 

The definition of thb compofitioa 
h, a mifcellany of the moft monftrous 
contradi&ions^ not in, but cut oi hth- 
man nature I it is part ballad> and part 
dialogue -, half poetry^ and half profe ; 
part tragedy, and part comedy; but 
all together, it is, in every fenfe of the 
word, a complete farce. As they are 
all manufaftured upon the fame prin- 
ciple, a Ipccimen of one will ferve as a 
fpecimen of every thing that hath been 
produced in this way. The curtain 
draws, and generally difcovers two 
young people; the one a lady in love, 

the: 
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the other her friend and confidante r 
the lady tells her companion^ fhe doacs 
upon a pretty fellow ^ this is iirft talked 
over in profe^ and then fet to muiic in 
poetry: upon this, the pretty fellow 
enters, tells you his hiftory, and then 
gives you his moft ferious refledion* 
thereupon, in a tune. The young lady 
and he meet witli many difappoint- 
ments, thefc make them very ferious ; 
' upon which they fing defperately one 
againft another, difcover all along theic 
paffion and their dcfpair, quaver out 
their feelings to exad time ; and, after 
an infinite deal of mufical labour, make 
their exits in an air that clofes in the 
clapping of hands. The fathers and 
relations next advance, and blufter out 
their obje£tions to the match,, agreeable 
to the notes of the fiddle > fong com* 
bats fentiment, nonienfe joftles proba-* 
bilityj. and the whole concludes with 

the; 
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the univerfal appUufe of a Britiih au> 
dience. Such^ madaitij is the (keleton 
of a modern burletta: pray pardon 
Philomela for adopting the paflion of 
fo refined a nation. We will now re- 
turn> to 

m 

SECT. XIL 
THE COTTAGE, 

In which, amidft my agreeable and 
innocent fociety, I fit as the Lord Pro-» 
teftor; and it were, indeed, fliameful 
if I did nothing myfelf. I do a great 
deal, as much, indeed, as one pair of 
hands can well matter ; for your lady- 
fliip muft know, that nothing which 
bears a greater refemblance to the hu- 
man face than nature hath thought pro- 
per to beftow upon my owls, do I ever 
fuflfer to come near me. My reafons 

for 
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for this oddity are not unworthy your 
notice, and Ihall be briefly communi- 
cated prefently. 

It is now more than time I ihould 
ejcplain myfelf as to another oddity. 
It muft have furprized you not a little, 
to receive a public addrefs from a per- 
feA ftranger, a ftranger to every thing 
but your charafter; and an idea even 
of that, was obtained from the lips 
of very poor people, whom your judi- 
cious benevolence hath made happy 
with a little. 

w 

Be it known to your ladyihip, that 
my fentiments upon behaviour are not 
lefs peculiar than my method of living. 
Many, now, would have prefaced, de- 
dicat'ioned, and introduftionized thefe 
volumes, with alKpoflible parade of 
apology. I have at this moment in 
idea the very language a modern author 
would ufe on this futgcft. As it ever 

appeared 
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appeared to me one of the moft unna-- 
tural crimes in the world to bury a 
thought which is but juft created^ and 
begotten, and by fuch means fmother 
the intelle^al embryo in the womb of 
the brain ; I beg you will allow me to 
deliver myfclf of that with which I 
now labour. The only midwife which 
we writers call in, upon thefe occafions, 
is fimply the feather of a goofe ; and I 
am concerned for the dignity of my 
fraternity to inform your ladylhip, that 
after all the pains of the birth, and 
trouble of drefling, the brat, very often, 
even at full growth, wants the fenfc of 
a gander. 



5ECT^ 
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SECT. XIII. 
DEDICATION. 

To the Right Hon. worthy^ aad beautiful^ 

The Lady • 

Vifcountefs of — — .* Lady of the — -• 
And one of her Majefty's 

MADAM, 

I muft humbly beg permiffion to 
throw this trifle at your ladyfhip's feet : 
and deeply confcious as I am of its un- 
worthinefs, of its inaccuracy, and of 
its incapacity to ftand before fo bright 
and penetrating an eye as your lady- 
Ihip's, I ihould not prefume even to 
hope pardon for my temerity, were I 
not confoled by reflefting that your taftc 
(infinite as it is) meets a powerful com- 
petitor in the immenfity of your good* 
nature. But I have long wilhed an op- 
portunity to approach fo facred and dif- 
tinguiflied a charader; and I now come 
forwards on. my knee, with the pro- 
3 foundeft 
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foundeft humility of thofe creatures, 
which form a part of my prcfcnt fub- 
jeft. As your illuftrious birth defies 
the ambition of mere human words on 
\ the one hand, fo your unparalleled vir- 
tues annihilate the force of terreftrial 
compliments on the other: I Ihall there- 
fore on thofe heads obferve a religious 
filence. Yet fo far I muft implore li- 
berty of doing violence to your deli- 
cacy, as to remark that you are at once 
the pattern and paragon of the age; 
that your beauty, wit, graces, and tafte, 
are the envy of one fex, as your judg- 
ment and genius are the aftonifhment 
and motives of defpair in the other. 
People of fafhion in other ages, have 
undoubtedly poffefled fome admirable 
qualities. One woman may perhaps 
have been almoft as handfomej a fecond 
may have been almoft as agreeable, a 
third may have poflibly poffefled equal 
, fenfibility, and a fourth may have been 

nearly 
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nearly as liberal: b.utthe grand' confo^ 
lidacion and concentration^ the univer- 
fal affemblage of bewitching accom- 
plifbments, each coUeded together^ 
ray by ray, and blazing to a point, like 
a July fun, were refcrved for that cu- 
riodty of providence the amiable lady 

I humbly implore forgivencfs for this 
intrufion, which I will only lengthen by 
bcfeeching your grace, I mean your 
ladylhip, though a duchefs you ought 
to be, will permit me to affure you 
How fincerely I am. 
And 
Eternally will be. 
Your ladyfliip's 
Moil obliged. 
Mod obedient, 
Obfequious, 

Devoted flave. 
And very zealous fervant. 

Vol. I. D Your 
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Your ladyfhip will obkrv^y that the 
mbove addrefs will equally fuit all ages, 
charad^ers, fexes^ and conditions. The 
fecret of writing dedications^ or, in 
tother words, of drawing charadters, ia 
limply this. Produce a pamphlet (which 
is frequently written on purpofe to in- 
troduce the dedication) ; as loon as it 
finiflicd, call about for a perfon of rank, 
whom you never faw, and taking a quire 
of gilt paper, tranfcribe the perfwm* 
ance therein, and fend it in manufcript 
to the patron, whom it is prbper td 
compliment with all the virtues tliat 
ever entered into the heart of man- 
Now in this tranfa&ion it. is nbt necef^ 
fary that the party complim>etited fhould 
aftually poffefs any of the laid virtues, 
nor is that a matter of fcrupulous en-- 
quiry with the author. It is fufficient 
for him that he ean obtain a purfe of 
money,, in return for a t>age of compli* 

ment ; 



.i 



\ 
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mcnt; and a fkilful writer will always 
proportion his quantity oif praife to tte 
quantity of cafli which "he expects. Sb 
much jflattcry for fo nrueh profit. • TTheife 
arc dedicitions of' all prices, frdrnfive 
guineas to five huirdred, though t couKi 
afford the abore fdr fifty j and yet I Re- 
lieve it contains as. pretty iflightsj as 
rotind-about metaphotigi ^sWrtibdRtc 
circumlocudon, as 'was ever fmi defiki 
a little manrintibfeurityj to a greAt^h^h 
in the .gay world ; J Ihould htfve fa^ 
wooian, but, as I faid before, it wUi 
do as well for one fex as the other. 
Many are the noblemen and noble-wo- 
men who would be highly pleafed with 
this proftration of foul and fefltiment; 
but I will riot infult your ladyfhip's un- 
derftanding with fuch diflioneft non- 
fenfe. There is a fenfation in she good 
mhid which beggars the loftieft flight 
of jpoetiod adulation. I am fuperipr to 

D 2 the 
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the arts of a mercenary dedicator ; if I 
did not think your ladyfhip above the 
pundilios of a formal introduAion^ I 
Jboiild myftlf be above writing to you; 
and if I did apprehend thefe Iheets 
would be novel* entertaining, and not 
deftitute of moral, I fhould juftly deem 
myfelf a blockhead, to fend them to a 
woman of a fenfe. This premifed, I 
beg you will fuffer me todifcard the 
.abfurd flattery of the times, and give 
lyou, in five lines> both a preface and 
dedication. 



SECT. XIV. 



To Lady *. 



MADAM, 

An acquaintance of mine^ a man of 
bufinefs, tells me of having transferred 
to your cjtfc a frelh favourite of the 

canine 
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canine breed. Your fentiment on the 
occafion was this, ** I wijl love it> and' 
*' make it happy." To that fentiment) 
I am indebted for the idea which in- 
duced me to begin this letter. It is 
upon fo innocent a fubjeft, and it Ieads> 
as you will fee by and by, to an impor- 
tant one, fo that I am pleafed at re-* 
quefting you will favour it with a read- 
ing. 

I am. 

Your ladylhip*s 

Moft obedient fervant. 



The force of imagination is as om- 
nipotent in writers, as in longing-ladies,' 
I am at this very moment whifpered, 
that your ladyfhip fmiles upon this un- 
dertaking, and that you fit down by 
your fire-fide rather curious and in- 
cjuifitive, than rcluftant to fee the e^idi 

D 3 of 
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of fo peculiar a fpeculation. Thus en- 
couraged, my labour is lightened, and 
go chearily on. 

But before L advert to the afiairs of 
my own family, it were but a proper 
courtefy to attend the domeftica of your 
ladylhip, and more efpccially the little 
creature that is juft come, into y^iir 
ho.ufe^ It is promifcd th^ honour of 
your protcftion. 

As I profefs myfelf very tenderly the 
admirer of lap-dogs, nay* ajs I profefs 
moft heartily to rejoice and fympathife 
with every atom in the circuit of ani- 
mated nature, from the Camel to the 
Caterpillar i it is not, op this occa0Qn, 
confift^rit with the aiFedtions of my 
l^eart, to avoid a word of congratula- 
tion. Will your ladyship fufFer me to 
pay the refpedts of a moment to the fa- 
vourite itself. The nature of the pre- 
f^nt w:Qrkj^ ' n[iadan[\i allpws theCe little 

digr^cf- 
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digrafl&on^ ; they are the epifodesrof our 
performance, and in hiftorical produc- 
tions there is nothing to be done with- 
out them. At the fame time I flatter 
Ufiyfelf, that. I have coaac6ted> and, to 
uft; {L more icientific wordy ^all con- 
timie; to conxratio^te. tlus U&oiy fiurpri*^ 
fiagly. Every part, will (orm a link j 
and although they naay be irregularly 
Wjorked oS^ yet the artificer wil] puitr 
them, together in the en4 £> as to pro- 
dQ(» a complete cbaia. £iut now^ ma<- 
dam, &r 

SECT. XV. 

' . . ' 

r THE CARD. 

TO A LAP-DOG. 

. Twicie, thrice> aod four timea hail, 
tjfQix. happy creature ! A friend, to thy^ 
Mcerc^mpfime&tJbthfieoix thy traafi^ion 1 

©4 Wei- 



1 • 
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Welcome, thrice welcome to the downy 
carpet, the velvet cufhion, and the gay 
apartment. Delicate, endearing, and 
envied are now the pefquifites of thy 
diftinguiftied ftation. The gentle pat,, 
the fond embrace^ the tchdtr ftroke, the 
tortoife comb, and the moft exquidte 
viands. Long may th^ hand that che« 
rilhes, protects, and feeds thee, con- 
tinue its indulgence. A$ long may*ft 
thou deferve it.' Be grateful, and bfc 
happy. But, ahl beware * of. the com*^ 
mon vice of profperity, beware of lux- 
ury. Lap-dogs, lords, and ladies, have 
been equally the vidtims of voluptuouf- 
nefs. The plenitude of uhexercifed eafe 
hath been often fatal ; and the bills of mor- 
tality are fwelled with the luxurious, ra- 
ther than with the indigent. Confider, 
dear creature, that there is a peftilence in 
plenty^ as well as in famine. Tal^ 
Jbieed, therefore, that tbis-ibdden eleva^ 

tion. 
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tion, bringeth not upon thee plethoric 
difeafes of indolence, a languid love of 
Ifceping by the fire, a dropfical corpu- 
lence, and a vitiated refinement of ap- 
petite. — Anticipate not by floth and in- 
aftivity the ftroke of diffblution ; but 
fhould the attenuated thread of thy ex- 
iftence be untimely cut, ihouldft thoir 
pant, in refignation to the deciffve blow, 
which neither Pompey the Great, nor 
the Little couid refift, fhould that elo-r 
quent face, that intelligent eye, that 
polifhed ikin (oft purified in the fnowy 
fuds), thofe velvet feetj all yield to the 
blbwy which is impartially levelled* kt* 
merit and beauty in every form ; Vet 
thofe who furvive to lament thy exit,, 
inltribc upon: the monuntent 1[which» 
liiy affeftionate niiftrefs will caufe to bc^ 
erefted) the f6llowihg*Honeff^*tribute to> 
thy memory^ And the enfigns^ of ex* 
ccUcncc ftall' be embellilhcd inJivcly 
figures above it, whileFame fliall blow. 

D s, hcxr 
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her trumpet into the car pjf every ipe<r- 
fapr; and future artificers take the 
hint of ornament from, the trophies on 
the tomb-ftone. 

SECT. XVI. 
EPITAPH. 

* « 

C^ JptoRiZEL, the only fon of Delia^ 
/ , Who departed this life 
la the year of our Lprd, 

♦ ;_♦ # ♦ • _ ^ 

' ' Anno aSltatis 

*. ♦ * 4|t * 

f- , IJStS C R I P TI O N. 
^hethjpr tjiou art bird, beaft, or man. 

Stop, Traveller, 
t ^ And pay. that 

,, Gf^ duty of fenfibility 

To 

• A fellow-cneamre. 
For 
Bep^atH this ipafbl^ 

Lip buried 

Space 
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Space for embeIlishlmznts. 



. ' I 



♦ ♦ 



Dei. 



Sculp. 



ThI^ MOST .EMINENT W^TtRS WILL 
BE £MiPLOY£D ON tHIJi SOLEMN OCCA« 
8I0N, 



1)6 



The 
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The mortal Remains 

A four-footed Favourite, 

Whofc Virtues 

Were ^ 

Many and illuftrious, yet [ 

• Afk no Aid 

From Funereal Flattery^ 

Worthieft of this kind! 

The Glory of a numerous F^amily I ; 

An Ornament to 

His Species t 

He was ' 

An honeft Dependent^ 

A genele CompanioB;i^ 

A grateful Friend^ 

Of 1 

Integrity inflexible^ 
For 

Toaf! couW not temi)t hini to 

Steal: ' ' 'V 
Of 
Bdanncrs iii^mparablt> p^^ 
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For ^ ' 

Vlentf could not tempt him to 

Pride ; 

Of - 

Veracity ualulpeitecf, 

Foj? 

Wi>rldi could iuot tempt h^m to 

' ■• .'tiye. 

1 ... Go) Pafflenger, 
: , Imitate his Virtve$> 

And 

Mourn his 

FalL 



To courts accuftom'd yet to cringe afliam'<f^ 

Of perfon. lonAff as in life unbiamf d ;. 

SkillM in the gentle,, and prevailing arts^ 

That; leads dire^Uy to ibft. female hearts^. 

A ki^d partaker of the quiet hour,. 

Friend of the parlour, partner of the bow'n 

In health, in ficknefs, ever faithful founJ; 

Yet, by no ties,' but ties of kmdhefs, bound*. 

Of inftinfi^ nature, reafen, what you will> 

(For t6 all duties he was conftant ftill) 

Whatever 
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Whate'er the motive, th^erent was good. 
And fpoke the gen'rous tengur of his, blood. 
Such was the being underneath this flirinej 
Study the charader, and make it Thine. 



We will now proceed, madam, to the 
moft important prep<irti<Dn of thi« per- 
formance, and fhal( Jfiifpend our com- 
mentary upon bruWis, to- analyfe the 
charafters af men. Prepare therefore, 
madam, for 



« tf 



V . 



«£ e-F. '^IH^Ir- 



AD V 1 N TU RE S; 



Beitignus, born witH one of %he'tefr- 
dereft, hearts,, at a Very early; period, 
began^ to icarch for a friend.: froiin the 
agp of fift^c.nto tWrty-tyw w,cr,e 'Iiis If-. 
bour> uttw»afi«4i 5^4 vniSJiraJsded. At. 
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length^ having wafted his fo/tune and 
fpirit^^ he gave up the ende^yovir in 
dcipair, and TCtiring tp a foreft on the 
b^nks of the — — he fpe.Qj the latter 
days of his life in animaj fociety. No 
human beiag was myhed t,o his hut, nor 
ao human fbrna ibliiciteci to approach 
itv In view of thjs fiooke of the' metro-, 
poli^ he lived witji the. obfcurity o£ aa 
hermit i and refolvied^^if pofflbl^, nfvexr. 
more to fee the fece of man. It hap- ' 
pened, however^ thasi^ the yea* 1768 
h§ feU £ick, and ha\ang laid till hia; 
diftemper had ^ott bigsood th^ reach .<)f/ 
medicine, and «11; his colk^ipd o£ 
creatures, were : wafted to the hoQe> hfri 
c;:awjied, by pairifui cSlom, &oni his 
b^d (Ql the dooi^' of his. cottage, and: 
fajEtemng theretQ a wxdi^i^kfafi}, wilkl 
thefc words,. / 

** THE PROPERTY 0? T^HZ FI^IUJL TAA.- , 

* VELLEK,*'- 

he 
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be ftaggered back again* to his couch. I 
was, at this crifis, upon my return froTO 
a rural excarfion; and as I always loved 
to eicplore the moft unfrequented paths,, 
in order to div^fify my pro^ef^s^ I be- 
htW, through the obftrui6i:ions of a greaiC^ 
number of trees, fbmething like the^ 
abode of a fellow-cpeature^ I hung my 
horfe at the next hedge, and refolded to« 
fatisfy my d)^re of knowing wbatrmzxu 
had' chofen fb' paftoral^ a (ituation^ in ani 
age wheir the idlsas of Arcadia^ are* 
treated as the faUes of the braim. It: 
was with toii i tore my way throtsgIt> 
the buflies, footing faw t none j: at' 
length, f airived at the fbuAure; ami; 
read the fentiment on the labeE. Fear^. 
now^ operated as* flronglyas curiofity : - Ij 
knew not whedier togO'forward^.or tO) 
retreat. It mighty, poffiblyi . be : the r^ 
fiage of a. robber, and: the ihfcriptton.^ 
on^^ the door might be a trap f6r the iikr- 

oautioui^^ 
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cautious wanderer. I gave, way, how* 
ever, to my favourite inclination, and, 
at length, pulled the latch that ad- 
mitted me into the cottage. 

The furniture of the apartment ftrock 
me dumb with aftontfhment: for the 
groans of the dying, and the fituations 
of the dead, reiembled rather a char- 
nel*houfe, than the cottage of fimpli* 
city ; bihds of various forts were laying 
dead in their cages; dogs^nd fquirrels 
were writhing in the laft agony; the 
mailer of the manfion was juft expiired; 
and one poor folitary cat emprefs of the 
dominion, feemed to eye the dead as 
her natural property. 
T In a chrlftian country, nay, in a fo- 
reft fo .near .to ****, I was doubly 
amazed at thefe (hocking circumftancesi 
what meafure (hould I purfue ? Upon 
cafting my eye round the room> I (aw a 
fmall trunk, and at: the end of that fe^i 

veral 
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vcral facks. Lookijng into, the box, 
I. fouiiid it full of manufcripts/ which 
immediately commanded my attention, 
and upon ex^umination of the papers, I 
foon found the fecret of this extraordi- 
nary perfbn'a birth and connexions. I 
fejbight. out his relttioris by the clue 
vAidi were given by h^s letters and 
memdranduqas. He was allied to peo^ 
pie of rank» aod as :hie atsifconded from 
every body fudden^y,. they judged, l^m 
to have boen ettber drowned or rmiiv 
dered. However, the dead body was 
by my meafis.refiored to the family, and 
now fleeps with its anc^ftors. in 
• • - ^ 

To this very, enterprire, however, I 
am indebted for fomething that I vahic^ 
madam, beyond every other . worldly 
pofliiffion. I found it wrapt curioufly 
up in 4 6nall bag of crimfon velvet, in 
a little private drawer at th^ bottom of 

the 
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the trunk which Contained the manu- 
fcripts; and it was afterwards given to 
m€ as a rewarding prelent by the rela- 
tions of Benignus, for the difcovery. 

But as it would be unpardonable to 
l«ad a lady into the gloenij without 
cndeavourmg td reward het* for it, I will 
now, therefore, unlock my darling trca-- 
fure^ and tfanfcribe from 



SECT. XVIIL 

THE HIST OR Y 

b F '> 

BENIGNUS, 

EXORDIUM. 

As fome explanations may be thought 
neceffary for leaving the world, after 
having mixed in it for a number of 

years. 
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years, and for not tranfmitcing any ac« 
count of myfclf fincc the firft hour of my 
fcqucftration, I will now throw toge- 
ther the principal heads of my hiftory> 
and ihall leave it behind me, as an apo- 
logy for my conduft, if haply either I> 
or this fhed, which I have ereffced with 
my own hands, ihall at any future time 
be difcovercd. But as I ihall write 
down thcfe matters at my hours of lei- 
fure, when they interfere not with the 
duties of my domeitic iamily, I ihall 
divide the Adventures into feparace 
Chapters*, that I may take up or lay 
down the pen, as I think proper*. 

* According to this intimation of onr author^ 
the editor drops the mode of divifioa by ScSiow, 
and divides by way of Cbapttr^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, L 

* 

The hiftory of my very babyhood is 
peculiar; I was certainly born to be the 
Iport of fortune. The day which gave 
me to the world, took my mother out 
of it J and a month afterwards my father 
caught a fever, fickened, and followed 
her. Thus wals I an orphan in the 
nurferyj I foon difcovered a love of 
fociety. My guardian (who was a 
clergyman) provided me with books, 
and little companion's, and put out my 
fortune (which confifted of twelve th^u- 
fand pounds iri Ipccie) at mttrt^. The 
books which he put into my hands were 
the Spedators. . They firft put me upon 
ipeculation, and my young friends led 
me into relaxations of amufement. I 
had not the general objeAion of a boy 
to fchool^ becaufe I was eager after 
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cveiy fort of knowledge. I took my 
inftruftions in ffoportion to my appli- 
cation; but in all my readings and re- 
j(eai;chcs, theattactment to iny feHow- 
creatures w$ks my firft and .favourite 
paiTion. Benevolenre was the leading 
principle of my life. I confidcred my- 
felf born to the great duty of makmg 
je very body happy aroun4 ^^^ A virtu- 
ous fentiment warmed my heart;, a ten;- 
dcr ftory wetted my eye, my han4 ws^ 
open to diftrefs in every form, and I was 
always ready to give the allowance of 
my childhood tcv, the alleviation of 
juiftry., Tht Spe^aators whi^h were, all 
thi5 priv^atet library I hftdt at this time^; 
Wi^ Virgil, Homer, SaJhift, and other 
.ofmyfchool-books, ^er,e all full of ex- 
ipj^fllpns which encQ^f aig^d tffe^ in my 
jgenerous |)!Pmeiplc : iriaiy one and all d©* 
dared, that ; ; ^ » j ^ ; 

To t^go0d, wtfsj m hk hk^f. 

CHAP. 
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1- ■'■','' 



G H A p. ir. 

rUpon tills noWb principle I rdblvcd 
^lybegin^ continue, land end my cxiftf 
TQJce. r wrote conccrnirig my rcfolu^ 
tion to my guardian $ he confirmed aiid 
ncftabiifhed the maxim, and conchided 
by afiliring me» that the onty way 

To be happy, was to bergood, 

: There are few fituations in 12c morfc 
pleafmg than the contemplation^ of k 
ymmg mimi, upon the fiibgedt of tioi^ 
veiiifl happineftu "The: theory is db- 
lightful; the ; pc^dice is ibmetimes a 
little mortifying, efpeciaUy to young 
peopieb I began to pw in force tny 
'iyftern itiim«diitely : I entered, int^ th^ 
•^ntmonipheafuk^ of a fcho&Ubo'y^ aiHl 
iriied eveiy poiffible method to Qnd<;ift- 
• ' myftlf 
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myfelf to my companions. Whenever 
they committed a childiih faulty I took 
the blame upon myfelf; whenever any 
difputes aroie, I endeavoured .to com- 
promife the matter to the genml trans- 
quillity ; and whenever they broke any 
of their toys, I privately repaired the 
lofs with new ones. But fome how or 
another, thefe elForts did npt turn out 
quite fatisfaAorily. I got feveral fevere 
whippings for. fathering errors which 
were not my own • I was ftigmatifed 
by the lads as a bufy body, for inter- 
fering with quarrels which did not con- 
cern me ; and I was accufed of pkrti- 
^ity for making, prefents to one play- 
mate in preference to another. And 
thus my benevolence, was in the very 
firft outfet, rewarded with fcverity, apd 
contempt. However I . was too. well 
grou^nded in the truth of my grand prin- 
€ipie» and had indeed naturally too 
. , tender 
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tender an heart, to fufFer a few flight 
rmortifications to relax the vigour of my 
virtue. The morning of life is the me- 
ridian of generofity, and though I was 
a little miferable at my difappoiiitment, 
I made myfeif certain, that if I con- 
tinued 

To be igood, I fhould certainly be 
happy. 



CHAP. III. 

A number of the boys had one day 
formed a party to rob the orchard of a 
neighbouring farnier, and from the or- 
chard had ptc-dctcrmincd to march to 
the hcn-rooft, and then return with their 
Ipoils to their fevcral chambers. IntcU 
ligencc of this was communicated to me 
by a boy who was piqued at being- un- 

ypL. I. E engaged 
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engaged in the adventure. The ihock 
I felt at the news is indefcribable. The 
next evening was to be the time fixt 
for the perpetration of the faft. It was 
altogether a bufincfs fo repugnant to all 
the precepts I had read, and fo imme- 
diately combated my notions of bene- 
volence, that I trembled at the idea. I 
turned over the Spectators ; every paper 
was Sat againfl: it. I knew not what to 
do. The moft anxious ftatc of the 
mind, is the agitation of divided and 
irrefolute reflcAio^s. I was bewildered 
betwixt two meafures, unknowing which 
to chopft or which to rejedk. The 
qucftions to be debated were thefc: 
Shall I prevent this bad ^6Uon by ex- 
poftiilating with dxc bof^ . or by ac- 
quaipting the mafter of the defign t» 
commit it? The tendawfc of my heart 
reprefented a gc;^ex:^L Eagellatioxij as 
the reward of tl^e latjers and I there- 
fore 
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fore chofe the former. When once a 
fchcmc of this kind is formed by a fet 
of boys, there is a fort of inflexible at- 
tachment among the conf^irators, that 
has all the folemnity of a plot upon the 
government: every lip is fealed, and 
every eye is wary ^ I found the banditti 
(ap^rt from the reft of the boys) ga- 
thered together in the true circle of 
C3onfultation ; head within head, and 
arm within arm. 1 intt-oduced the fub- 
je6t fo as to foften its atrocioufnefs ; 
endeavoured as a friend, a fchool-fellow, 
and a companion, to difluade them from 
fo diftioneft an attempt; argued with 
them as from play-mate to play-mate, 
and conjured them to^ deilft, promifibg 
ait tlic fame time to purchafe tbe vetyi 
td::^e£i:s'Of dietr prefent machinations out 
of mf own pockets They heard me 
out without any other imtcrruptioti than 
ftiftcd ticterings> winksj nods, and 

E 2 knocks 



76 LIBERAL OPINIONS. 

knocks againft the elbows of each 
other; but at the conclufion, the ge- 
neral pleafantry was no longer to be dif- 
guifed, and they burft out into a down- 
right laugh. As foon as they had fa- 
tisfied their appetite of derifion, they 
aflumcd a more fcrious air, called me 
a liftner, a poor, cowardly brat, with- 
out fpirit for glorious enterprize; bid 
me ftick to my books, and at laft fct 
xjp a great fhout, and fairly hifled mc 
from their fociety. 



C H A P. IV. 

I retired to my chamber^ and burit 
into tears: a train of refkAions prefled; 
hard upon my heart, and (in fpitc of* 
all my belief in the reftitude of my fa-» 
vouritc maxim) I could not help ar- 
guing with myfelf. What (faid I) is. it 

necef- 
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.fteceffary that in the effort to do good 
.tJo others, I imrft make myfclf mife- 
isable ? • Well> well, no matter : thefc 
Jittle .mifcarriages are but fo many 
trials of my integrity. As the gold 
comes purified from the fire, fo, no 
doubt, fhair my happinefs come aug* 
jnented from trifling anxieties, magna- 
fiimoufly fuftained. I will go on in the 
ftrait road,: and not faultcr at the thorns, 
briars, w impediments, which I meet 
m the journey, even though their points 
and prickles draw blood from my heart: 

To/ be good, is to be happy. 

r 

9. 

Thedufk of evening began at length 
to fall upon 'the earth, under cover of 
which, the yoimg robbers were to fally 
forth.;. I could no longer- fmother up the 
fccret in my breaft. The anxiety of 
fuppreffion had already half-diftrafted 

E 3 me.' 
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mc« 1 faw my maftcr reading in the 
garden^ and immediately ran to him. 
An a6t of real fraud mull be done, or 
prevented, within half an hour ; I loved 
my play-mates, but I loved my prin- 
ciples yet more ; after many hefitations> 
and begging their only punifiiment 
might be a falutary lefturc of reproof^ 
I unfolded the whole fcheme. The 
mafter looked extremely foleixmi while 
I was fpeaking, but how was I amazed 
at the conclufion, to fee half a fmile 
prevail over the habitual wrinkles of 
his forehead. He bid me " not be fa 
much concerned, that hoys would be 
boys : that robbing orchards and hen- 
foofts, were a fort of petty-larceny,^ 
which the little pilferers would commit 
in defiance of the rod j and that, though 
he fliould not encourage theft, yet that 
fuch fmall depredations, upon applet 
and poultry, were always among the 

adven- 
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adventures of every lad of fpirit" ) and 
that It would not be political in a 
mafter to whip thcrti violently away, 
left it Ihould hurt their future courage 
to combat the adverlkies of life : ob- 
•ferving, (in the clofe of his harangue,) 
that in gerteral thofc children made tKe 
beft men, which w^re foremoft ih fuch 
puerile atcHievements/* I bowed, and 
withdrew. Fnefh thinking brought oh 
frelh perpfexity ; I fdl again- to foli- 
loquy.' He that fteals a chicken, faid 
I> at ten ye^rs old, may be tempted t6' 
t^ke a purfe at twenty* I rambled very 
f^t in the labyrinth of* reffccftlon ; I 
could make nothing of itj I gave up 
the point with the following remark : 
The mafter and the boys are both 
wrong; I have done^j^ duty, and'my 
confcience is difcharged of a very great 
lead. Without difpute 

To be good, is to be happy. 

E 4. The 
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The next morning (for my maftcr did 
not think fit to flog for an intended 
error, but fufFered the faft to be-firft 
committed), the next morning, a charge 
was produced againft the offenders, and 
I was pointed out as their accufer. In 
this, however, the mafter was difinge- 
nuous, for my evidence was utterly un- 
neceffary ; the proofs being found on 
the very perfons of the parties, as their 
waiftcoats, and coats and (lockings, were, 
covered with the down and the feathers 
of their trophies, and the pockets of 
every delinquent, like the panniers of 
a fruiterer, ftuck prepofteroufly out 
from each fide, and betrayed the prog 
and vegetable fpoils within. How- 
ever, I flood forth, being called upony 
in defence of my veracity. The cul- 
prits were by no means hardened in the 
habit of error,, and the deep blufli of 
every cheek betrayed filent confeflion. 

The 
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Th^ bill was found againft them, and • 
the fen^cnce of whipping was executed \ 
on the ipot. The cry. was piercing, * 
and went to my heart; how readily 
would I have partaken the anguifli. As 
foon a^ this exercife was over, my 
maftcr went out of the fchool : Jbefore 
his. back was well turned, the very ob- 
j^^s of his difcipline began to mimic, 
aad make faces at him, and as foon as 
they judged him to be out of hearing, 
the v^hble fchool was upJn arms again!):/ 
me,, who thcy.afperfedas a little paltryi' 
puppy, which ought to be knocked on ^ 
tke head for telling tales out of fchooL - 
News was now brought in> tfaao as the' 
rpi^fter WAS? feized^wrth^an head^ach, « 
a||^. co«i4iaot attend fchool,? the chief 
boy rpiaijij go:.throughrtlie bufifn^fs of 
tbQ' toorning an his ite^d... The boys' • 
t^pk ad}?«ftt0ge ofiihi^^:h(a*of fequfity,^ 
2iodl>ioftiiiiijy iixycnged ih« ^c^iptine 

E 5 . they 
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they had rcGeired for my mfermatiofip^ 
ten-fold upon* me. Theyj bufkud m^ 
with their hats, fpurted ink upolir my 
deaths, fpit ia my face, kicked me in 
the breech, and loaded me with ev^ry 
infult that a fct of barbairous brats could 
poffibly inflidl upon the cat whkh-^rK^y 
had tied to the ftake. fei conckiiion, 
not a* boy would fit near me f I was 
aroided as- a pe{lilence,,and feme of th«* 
fcnarieft aifkual^ made, vcrfes ott. my^ 
xRj^AsaN., as they catkd it,.aad luog^ 
tfeem about the yard to iBdicmus^ tunesu 
My ieniations ar thcfe infultSy* were a* 
mixture bf tea xhi0(i&ad.£teliags^ai».the:r 
. feme moment;! 

For a long time after this tra»faftk>ni. 
I fcarce exchange A ten words^wirii any.^ 
cine, Ib^tr wandered i>p and' down the-' 
yard, ia a fadv Ibliiary i>ianner,' like a- 
diftcoapclred ihcep^ dift«r(ted?dii6lIteaJMili 
§01*1 tftcbflwik, jShcn»etini(& indeediaiit 
> 13 - 'i archi 
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arch wag would tell me a forrowful hif. - 
tory of his lofts, the breaking of a hoop • 
or the demolition of a top; but as ibon 
as he had obtained his end, he would 
fidle ofF to his old companions, and^ 
putting out his tongue, tell how cleverly 
be had taken m the informer; 
' Thuiy' was I cuffed, ; rfiocked, . hooted ' 
al, and defcrted; fSr ertdeavouririg tt) 
I>reveni!an atftion, wftlch I thought, oa'. 
atr hands,- utikwftl, and .uhbenctxjfent. » 
I ^ again tobk.upmy dear S'pcftators> . 
anfd in thofe- ineftim^sibie volumes, il 
ftuttdrthat thc' only w)ay td feKcity was 
te' p%rsbVere in weJf-xioing. . This fen-^^ 
ttmerrt was Iffce a cWdial to a fainting i. 
TtMi.. I fhuf ^ thc^•bdofr> , walkfed chcar- 
fiilf dCWtfs-mf chfatrtbet, antf refolving * 

t^periitv^e, cohcltided as ufual, that. 

• ' . . 

Xd be goody was t^ be. happy ^ .; 

E 6 CHAP.. 
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CHAP. V. 

At the end of about two months, the 
fcverity of my fate began to remit of • 
its rigour. "• Perpetuated malignity is. 
not often the vice of a fchool-boy.. 
Altogether of a fociai turn, I went fo 
far as to purchafe a. reconciliation, at 
the coft of a few conceflions. But the 
greatell progrefs towards a re-union be* 
twixt me andthc. boys,, was. made by a> 
l^ilful diftribution of ppcfcnts andpno-* 
mifesi,,fcrr (Jiowever ftrange it may^ 
feem). the influence of money is not: 
greater in the ftate,,than in the fchools., 
A f^ny judicioufly beflowed, fecqreS| 
the heart of a child; as. a hunk-biili 
iecures the voice and intereft of a man. 
Children, learn very early to be venal j 
and though few are mifers, many are 
mercenary. I was at length pretty well 

re-efta*^ 
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r«-eftabli(hcd in their graces, and really.' 
began jto think they repented of thein 
treatment. This idea fo-foftcned my 
heart, that V a£hially invoked the Mufe' 
upon the occa(mn,vandv yielding to the^ 
friendly impulfe^ compoiedi a iPoem in> 
praiie oS youthful aflTei^lioa. - This was* 
read in open^fenate, and thefentimetftd^ 
highly' approved. L now thought my-^- 
felf blefti for^ I fuppofed I had per^- 
fuadedniy^fchooUlfellQws ta* t 
. Begpod,. 
And therefore It> 

Was happy.. 
A friend pfIourmafter,-.and a fathir^ 
to one of the boysi ^pbtaiaed an holiday. '- 
The fchool was emptjedirin a •moment, - 
and its inhabitants difperfedtinto feveralv 
parties,, agreeable to theili /efpe£Hviev> 
paifions and purfuits. It was, however, : 
foon refolved nem. con. to imake it a? 
day.of bird-nelling,, The ide* of game: 

onqe 
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oacc ftarted by m ei^rienced boy, the^ 
reft follow- tfee tpaiK Thty were civil- 
enough to.- inrite nhy' GompaBy,- and* 
t|i)at i might not offififtid them by rfefiilali 
i^grccdto acconrip«n/tHem> tfeough T. 
det^ftcd the diverfioto^. We immcdt-- 
^dy hctck>k.o«i5(4ri[v^to-^h'i'fierd^/and! 
i©<doforcs,i which rcfovJnde^ Wrrfi tftfe^ 
notes of paEffi4)ff, the call^ df cQ\Jrt3ftii|y, 
and^thfcfbn^of Adsf^ioillt^^ The boyss 
ihfpeflfccc^ nsprtowJy into eveiy Hedge, . 
and torfe their fingef'Sr:idd hands in the 
fcrutiny^ It was the nSiddft-of the'fum- 
mer,. when animrfP,na^r6 teems, almofl 
imittetfaHyj witfe^ KfcV E*ery buft>, 
therefoiie,^ . inQiired expeftatioh. They ;^ 
foon idund eggfr in abundance. Some* 
\i«crc fonft5Jd- into^: a^ ftrifig of 'bcacfej . 
orftcts: wwe fiihaflied^ agttfftff the gtmrni\ 
Uf £cc theembtyi^s within, ' tHtis pretna- ^ 
twreiy hacGhy6d, -And- mui-dercd, wHife; 

fonaeit^ at sfii'^veiics^ wferfc broken at t)ne ' 
. > end>. 
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tndy. and the coi^etsti funked <Si\ti ai- 
yet,. Kowev^ri ao yonmg w«rtf fecmd^; 
being ^oemed ^rith feardi^ thef ftifi^ 
pended it, and agreed to lie down ^^nd: 
icft from flaughter under a? large clufterr 
of maples, wfwch ^t »^fm^l diftance af- 
forded an agreeable fhade. Thither: 
tbefrepmtdi^ md^, asi tbepaf^^strefl ko 
be in a te& aotfy difpdfitiofY, fve^&y^ 
througli the fatigue of tfcmamufehfcd*,; 
Kt©ok adiwntagpt^f die fti6irt*^ti and? 
endeavoured; t»> impMfstli{)4«i'/thtm a< 
fcnfe ofinay o«wi-!>^Hci<%E.. » TRc re-- 
treat was <b comfiaitdMei aftd the Breezes^i 
tbat viiitid it' fo rtfrefting^ thatf* fe^ 

\f&9miWmffm^fiSfi{ikt its* ar fe^ft' riffi 
t^ : ib».' a^itod Ws%rvoi^, ^ as;ft« witHU* 
drcv w thes'W^^;.!- Ife^filt^t^-the' hi^ 
teml, Cipn^dftil iJtifteff tlieftra-lferyr, 
A^fl»i^ Is afveityaeeeptabte matter *t&^ 
life ^ttiien^c^Li#(>fity» 6f a^j^figmttid,' 
ah* fli}t:ibfl%fri-^TlArt^^ caugWt' 

at* 
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fli. A geflcral filence prcvaiidd throu^ir 
tbe incumbent audience, which I ad- 
drefledan the following manner^ 



«- 
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, Ifr TIMES; OF o*D) lived a xnikiifnt^^ 
a^ great for«ft. - He^ was--^a ^keeper of » 
lhccp,.and had (a« the Aory goes) anu* • 
merous ^wailjv • Sornc -^f :his chiJdrcp i- 
were grown up,;;andfbm«i'^re infante. > 
Qne was rocked in«the»cradle!^ and two t-^ 
were lulled uppn^ch^ lap. ■ The mothers 
was a .noted fpinner, ^nd when -they* 
could hojld the* W90l iin thiair'^ands^ and*' 
had ftrength enough^td tmn rouodi the > 
wheel, Jhe/et her da,itghtc«& to worki^. 
wlule, the father to^k ^aPett^ find/uffi^r 
c^ent . Qut'of-door Jbufinefs fqr? t hp/ bclj^s/i 
fome were to tenjij t)ie l^jwrd, ^p^ jj^iwii 
that were too w^r^ietr ^d Worky fcaij»fc 

the-: 
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the birds from the- corn. Now it b 
reported by the neighbours of the ad- 
jacent village, that^ the old fhepherd, 
the father, was a nnighty oddxharaTSter, 
and bred up his family in a very diffe- 
rent manncF from his poor neighbours. 
As he was unable to give them the ad- 
vantage of an education like ours, and 
teach them Latin and Greek, he .was 
refolved to furnilh them with fuch ac- 
complifhments as his fituatipn per- 
mitted. He was a mail of tendernefs 
and fimplicity, and gften fpoke to his 
children in this manner : ^< Do all the 
good you can, boys and girls, but be 
fure you do no harm. You muft aU 
labour for a livelihood, but you may 
always get your bread innocently ; and 
the bread that is earned honcftly, wi^J 
be always the fweeter for it. I am my- 
felf obliged to attend a flock; your 
mother is compelled to fpin, to the 

poor 
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poor &eep therefore we are all indebted i 
they afford ua food and raiment, they^ 
ihield us from the cold> and prevent' u» 
from falling in(o the jaws of famine. I 
therefore love the harmleis creaturey, 
and would not hurt them for all tha^ 
they are worth : let this conduft, teach 
you> children, to behave properly to 
poor dumb animals, and to ufe them as 
they def^ve to be uied>. Yc^ are tbei^ 
fiiendsy aiid'^ they ^re yMfi^. Prove 
yomielveb their protestors, but I charge 
you prefume not totWnk you have any 
right of tyfamiy; and may a father's 
furji overtake thee, if at arty time yc 
do wrong to thofe, which do no wrong 
to thee : for, be aflured,. wanton cruelty 
will always be rtturfied upon the tor^^ 
menter.'* 

The whole femily- liftened to the old 
man's argument, and it would: have* 
been well for them if they had always. 

obeyed. 
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obeyed tii^ piUcepts of their ikthef^ 
But now oomes the cream of the ftory^ 
pmy thei^fore aMHud. Tf^ eldeit fen 
t»djPM daQT ttkon dbe ncftiof a: robin> 
whkh doaM^d'df five yoiing onesj and 
^ fisth juft borftiqg fcem the (bell. He 
carried them home to his buotbers ind 

' fiftersi to each of which lie gaw a bird ; 
but the little. ncfiUn^ he gaW^o one of 
thedii}dise|i io tiKr kp^ who wmppilig' 
it ^ip in alptoce of:&nnel, pot it into a 
fociaH wicker b«Iket> and &t it ta the 
fire. The boy that found' the Aefl:> tied 
a ftring to the leg of his btrd> and crin^ 
eUyj dragged it after Man* The fecond 
fon run jfrina thropgh the eyes of hii 
bird, and. uiok a delight in feeing it 

Jblfeed to death. The third gave bis to 
thp cat, or rather, pnundffd to give it, 
for hebeW it firft pretty cJofe to pufs's 
whifkers, and then : pulled if^ away from, 
her, but at laft^ fine pounced upon it>^ 

and 
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;ind carried off one of the legs. The 
eldeft daughter intended to- have taken 
care of her's> but one of her brothers 
having.murdeped hi&owi«, feized upon 
her property^ and both pulling^ the poor 
wretch dififercnt ways>. betwixt compaf* 
fion and cruelty^ it died in the conteft. 
And the younger giti, now in poi^ 
ftffion of the only bird that was left, 
put liar's into a cage, and covered it 
over with wool. At this crifi* the ttto* 
ther, who had been gleaning, and the 
old ihepherd,. returned home^ The 
limbs of the dead birds were feen upon 
the floor, and the catwai bufily em- 
ployed in a corner, at clearing thecrt 
away. The old man infifted upon the 
truth. The trembling boy confefled it,- 
" Barbarous wretches !. cried this (hep- 
berd, is this the return for my- care andr 
inftruftion-T-'but I will punifti ye for it.'* 
Thi^ eldeft fon. he tied by the leg, and 

did: 
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did to him as Ire did to the bird ; the 
fecond fon he fcratched with pins till 
his hands were ail over blood ; at the 
third he fct hi& dog, who caught him 
by the leg as he was ufed to catch the 
fheep ; the eldeft. daughter who had loft 
her bird he pitied. He kifled the fe^ 
cond daughter, which had put her poor 
thing into the cage, but he bugged t0 
his very hearty the little creature that 
had placed the neftling in a warm 
baflcet. Now it pleased God, that 
about fix or feven months after this,' 
the eldeft fon (which had been the 
caufe of all this mifchief) fell fick, and 
died J and many people are now living 
who fay, that as he was going to be 
put into the ground, the ravens, rooks, 
kites, and other vaft birds, all flew over 
his coffin, fcreamcd, and could by no 
means be got away, nor could he reft 
in his grave for them i becaufe the ani- 
' • mals 



^4. LIBERAL OPINIONS. 

cnals were always digging^ up the earth 
under which he lay, ad if they were re- 
folved to eat him top— and fome de« 
clare, he is aSfually g^ne. I beg pardon, 
fchool-fellowsj for this long ftory, but« 
I ihall finiih direftly. I cannot help 
mentioning to you the different fate of 
the good little girl that treated the poor 
animal tcoder ly* . A year after the deach^ 
of her brother, flbc died hcrfclf of the 
fmall-^pox, and I do affure you, it haa 
beeh told to me f©r faft, that her grave 
is a perfect g?mien, for the nAins do 
not fuffer a (ingle weed to grow upon 
it, and God Almighty has adorned it 
with wild field lowers, as imiocent as 
the baby which they coven 



\m ' ^ 
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C H A P. VIL 

Though this ftory was univerfally 
attended to with great earneftnefs, yet it 
failed, upon the whole, of producing 
the efFedk defired. Som^ few, indeed,^, 
were attrailed by its lanoral, but the far 
greater number were fati&fied by faying 
it was a pretty fiory^ onJy that they 
difliked the condufit c^ the ffttber, 
vfhom they qenfured as a cruel old fel- 
low which dcferved to he hanged. 
They now got vp^ and renewed their 
fport with a vigour, which my poor 
ftory feenfied «o have jedoubled Nay,. 
iome of thejn carried Jthe matter fo fer^ 
as to wilh they could hitiipon arobio'sr 
neft, that they might try what fun 
could poffibly lie in the experiments re- 
lated in the narrative. Perceiving thjs 
I began to re-perfuade j they laughed — 

I pro- 
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I protefted that I would go without 
pleafure for ever, rather than derive it 
from the pain of innocence. They 
jefted on my gravity, even to clamour — 
I conjured them to liften to the general 
notes of lofs and lamentation which 
echoed from the parents whofe young 
they were feeking to deftroy. They 
vowed that they wifhed they had all the 
birds of the air in the net, and as to me 
(whom they called a fqiieamifh milk- 
fop), if I didliot like the amufemtnt, I 
might go horfjc, and play at pat-ball 
with my fiftcr ; adding, for their part^ 
jthey intended each of them to bring 
home a hatfull of creatures^ then return 
and difpofe of their fpoil as they 
thought proper. 



C|l!RrB# 
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C It A R vili: 

Once ikore, mortifietJ, and difap- 
f)oint€d in my faehevoleiit endeavours, I 
fought tile f6^d thai: led to tht f^phool ; 
^rid in walking along, I coitld nbt biit 
indulge fbmemyfteridustaminatidris. ^ 

Sxirely, laiii 1, there is T<irnething 
very ttrangfc in all tfiis ? My efforts to 

Be good, 
fcera to couatcrafl: my, efforts to be 
' Harppyl 

At the time my good' nurfe told me 
thfe ftbry, which 1 told to the boys, I 
renicWbcf it- made ifte both weep and 
trembie j and I belieie I lievcr kiHed or 
injured a fly in itty wh^le life ; nay, I 
feel for the very bWtte thit fuffers to 
fupport me, ^nd foriietitners flied a teat 
t6 the neceJI^ty that condemns it to dc- 
. Vol, I. F ftruftion. 
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ftruftion. My fchool-fellows, on the 
contrary, delight in . flaughtcr, deaths 
and maffacre. I have feen them exert 
upon a bird, a bat, a wafp, or a worm, 
more tortures than I thought any thing 
that had life could fupport. I tell them 
it is cruel, and they treat me with deri* 
jfioni nay, feveral grcwn up people join 
the laugh againft me, and fay, that I 
was defigned for a girl. I muft write 
to my guardian on the fubjed— cer- 
tainly. 

To be good, muft be to be happy. 

And yet, how is it, that (though I 
do all the little good in my power) I aoi 
ilill miferable ! How is it that on thofe 
^ays in which I only do no harm, I am 
jcfs infulted than on thofe in which I 

harm, I am Icfs infulted than on thofe 

to 
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labour to dogood. Yet, in one cafe, my 
merit is negative i in the other, aftually 
agreeable to all that I have read in the 
Scriptures, and Spefkators^ and all that 
I have heard froni the lips of mjr 
guardian. What a number of indigni- 
ties have I already fuffered^ for the very 
things from which I expeded happi- 
nefs ! It IS very diftxefling, and I ana 
deterrnined to know the caufeof it. 

By this time I had got Into a green 
lane, pretty near the houfe of my 
mafteri and turning my head afidc, to 
fee what occasioned a flouncing I heard 
clofe by me, I faw a rreature hanging 
by the horns at the edge of the ditbh 5 
it was a flieep, either thrown there by 
fome boys, or caught amongft the briars 
by chance. The poor creature was 
half fmothercd in the mud; at the 
price of a great deal of toU and dirt, I 

F 2 difcn- 
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difentanglcd the animal^ but it was fb 
weary with fonner efforts, that I had 
ftill to drag it from the ditch. I did fo, 
and when it came out, it was difficult to 
telJ, which was the more Ihocking Ipcc- 
tacle ; for it was one of thofe ditches, 
that (on account of its gloomy and hu- 
mid fituation) even the warmth of the 
fummer could not dry up. 

I fat by the creature till it recoreted 

» » - . 

ftrcngth to ftagger away, and 1 muft 
Own had no fmall inclination to carry it 
with my own hands into the ne5ct grals 
enclofiirc ; but I defifted from this, be- 
caufe I thought I might trelp^fs on the 
property of fonie one to whom the flieep 
did not belong: though I was now 
JTcarce fifteen, reading, thinking, and 
bbfervation had taught me fuch habits 
of fcntinient* 

At . 
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At this crifis, a man on horfeback 
pafled me, and feeing the fhecp in fuch 
a condition, and me in as bad, fufpeded 
that I had been its tormentor j he faid 
that I defcrvcd to have the (kin whipped 
Qver my ears : I fhpuld think fo too, 
faid I, if I had been guilty of fp barba- 
rous ^n adion. Come, cornc, don't 
tell a li^ into the bargain^ you young 
rafcal, th?it's worfc th^p the other, faid 
the man s ai^d fpres^dipg the tjhong of 
his whip, hit itiP ^ violent blow }n thf 
face, that fet py nofe a bleeding, and 
rode on. And yet, while I was talking 
with this nierciful n^an, I happened tp 
cafl: my eye under the girth pf his {^ddle^ 
and found almoft every vein in the 
horfc, from one flank to the other, gulh- 
ing with blood ; bis fpurs, and the heel 
of his boot, were clogged. 

Notwithftanding this treatment, I 
felt fome pleafure in the rich refiediofi 

F3 of 
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af having refcwed a dumb animal froin? 
mifcry ; but my nafe fpouted (o obfti- 
nattly, that I was obliged to make the 
beft of my way to the fchool ; efpecially 
as I had been detained rather late b/ 
my adventure. The bird-nefters had 
returned before me, and they, with the 
reft of the fcholars, were in the fitting- 
room with the matter at fupper. 

I did not, tiH I entered the apart- 
ment, refleft, that my figure was at 
prefent Kkely to excite both ridicule and 
enquiry f but the moment I opened the 
door, the whole fociety were in an up- 
roar; my face was covered with gore, 
my nofe fwclled with the lafli of the 
whip-, and my. cloaths were of the fame 
hue with the poor fheep^s back. . The 
mafter was fo exafperated at the fight, 
that he would not hear a word about the 
*ftory, but caned me fevcrely for ipoil- 
kng my things, made me ^a public cx- 

. ^ ample 
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ample before the very boys whom I had 
been advifili^ to be tender-hearted; 
puflied me from his prcfence, and fcnt 
me fupperlefs to bed. 
. My private meditations were not 
pleafant. I had no light to look into 
my Speftators, nor do I fuppofe I fhould 
have derived at that time any relief 
from them had it been fun-fhine. I 
had no inclination for fleep, and yet 
got into bed> the bird-nefters came 
into my chamber, before they retired 
for the night into their 'own, and with 
an a^r of .exultation, told me, they had 
rarcLfport, but fuppofed /had ftill bet-, 
ten — ^called me raw-head and bloody* 
bones, and bade me good night. 

. Afttr lying filertt about three 
hours. Good God,- cried I, for what 
have I been thus chaftifed, fretted, add 
infulted ; is it for my benevolence ? If. 

To be good is to be happy, 

F 4 where- 
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therefore arc all my bcft defigns thi» 
fruftrated ?' The firft rays of the morn- 
ing Hght brq]^ in upon my reflections* 
I arofc^ and taking out ink and paper> 
i»t myftlf down at the window to write. 

CHAP. XL 

» 
1 thncw together an explicit accounc 
ef my v^ious luSerings>. 'a6tibns> and 
apprcheofions % and ient them away tq 
my guardian^ a& foqn as I was allowed 
the privilege of walking again amongfl: 
my play-maxes. The clergy maB> to 
whom, my £ither thought prop^ to leave 
the dire6lion of his affairs « was as ho- 
joeft and inoffenfive a prieft as ever hz^ 
langued from a p\4pit. Hewascfteem- 
ed by his parifhioners ptofouadly Icarn*^. 
ed, i^ifomu'chr that fcaice any .bufinefa 
was done in the village without hia 
knowledge. From, hi^ wiiidom and 

iriendr 
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Iriendftiip I expcfted great. feti^faftion, 
and anticipated the return of thepoft 
with all injaginable pleaf^re. 

Anticipation of pleafure however is 
the very deftrpftion of it. The return- 
ing poft came, and brought me a black 
SEAL* My guardian had died of an 
apoplexy, an hour after the receipt of 
my letter, which he was preparing to- 
anfwer* I wa$ fummoncd fuddenly 
away to take pofieflion of his papers, 
for the good man having no fs^mily, nO|r 

^ » • ■ 

any conncftions which were dearer to 
him, than the fon of the friend of h\& 
youth, had, in the fo^dnefs of his 
heart, made his laft fentiqients in my fa- 
vour, and indeed left imcfolc^cxeciftpir^ 
The fuddennefs of th^ circumftancc at 
iirft ftunned me* I put the letter of 
4eath into the hand of my ma^ieri heg^ 
gcd he would fuffcr me to fet w^ dir 
xp£dY> and flufxg myfelf into a. c^ir; 

F 5 tic 
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ft 

the tears came at laft r I laved the dr- 
€eafcd beyond ciqprefllon. Without at- 
tending to what was faid to me, I gat 
into a chaife, and dit>ve ti> * • *^ 

CHAP. X^ 

^To young men of a ferlows coiTr- 
plexuMi, th^e chamber of death is inex^ 
preffibly terrible, efpccially^ when the: 
body of a bencfaftor is* extended on the 
bedv At a proper time, I truffed him 
to the boft)m of the earth, with* every 
mark of decency^and afi^ftion : and at: 
lengtH r ventured to read over his will*, 
and take' account ofhts eflfefts. My 
^olrth,. and* experience unfitting me for^ 
^efc: affairs, t called in thcafliftancc: 
of 'an^kttofrney^ who refided at a map- 
Ket-to^v<m three miks fromr the village,, 
who had'indeeddy-awn uptheteftament 
for mj- guardiaiu Ta the judgment orf 
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this gentkman, who bore a fair repuw 
tation^ I triifted. Till he came indeed 
the houfe might very properly be term- 
ed an houfe of mourning, for a great 
concourfe of lable looking people were 
crowding together into every roomv 
The whok village w^s a<5laally emptied 
into the vicarage: I found they came 
upon two diftinft crrand-s, to ecndoley 
and to €(mgratuUte. They were vaftly 
forfy their good paftor was gone, but 
they were extremely glad that I was 
come> and heartily wilhed me many 
happy years. I returned them thanks 
for the latter part of their bufinefs, and 
wept with th€rr> for the firft. The law- 
yer appeared. They fled. Mourners. 
of this kind detelt an attorney; per- 
haps becaufe he knows them better than 
a raw fehool- boy. My houfe was cleared 
m- a- m®rn/ent* It is not without very 
peculiar propritty^ I make ufe of the 

F 6 word 
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word cleared, for I foon found that tboie^ 
very weepeFs and wailers were no other 
than fomc of tiojs: birds of prey^ that 
watch the loortality of an^ hums^n body> 
fcent the carcafe f^om ^ar> and> vul* 
sure like>. imnnediately proceed to plun^ 
der» They cried indeed with their eycs^ 
hut not chufing to bold up an hand- 
kerchief to* wipe thern^ their pickery 
and fteafers were at liberty, to ftcrete* 
certain portable moveables, which per- 
haps diey might takic a particular £uicy 
». Poor wjsetches^thcjj did not know 
that 

70 B£ CQODL- w:a» yo im happy I' 

Upoo' tnipefti^ into* mittteJPSy. k ap*- 
peared that the good clergymaa had 
4ied worth three thoufaod pound3> be- 
iide» his dwellN^g hc^uf^ (wl^ch- hfr 
kuilt),, a. largR ^dfitif. % jfmajil pa^fJoc]^ 

adjpii^ing^ 
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fdjoiwng his garden, and j> confidftfftr 
ble quantity of furqiture* (His living: 
fell again intQ the hands of the patron.) 
The whole qf the above he had givei» 
10 me, f\ibj?Aed to the ^^v^v^t of a 
fmall legacy of jooK to a veiy diftwt 
filiation, and tiyenty pounds to the.ppor 
of the village, to be diftributed aniongfl; 
a^ prppereft objeft?, ott the feconcf 
S,ui)day ^fter \m dece^fe- By tlie will 
of my own iither^, n; was rfquefted> 
that roy gya5<;Hw wo«ild nftij^iQafis^ 
iecond in cafe of his awn de^th during; 
my infancy. This appointnrent my fa- 
ther neglefted to do himjfelf, perhaps 
becaufe he wiihcd ta pay a compliment 
to the good ct?r^pman. But; bcing^ 
himfelf an heathy iBan, he had not; 
made over the truft^ and as . he died 
fudd'enly, the folc difpofal both of 
the fortune left by ipy f^ther^ and 'th^ 
ig^tuaci left by pay guardi^n^ caoie na^ 

* .. lurally 
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turally to my difcrction, I exprefled a 
furprizc at this ; the attorney faid it was 
certainly an overftght in npiy guardian :. 
we were both a good while filent. The 
lawyer fubmitted it to me, as an aft of 
frudencey whether I would choofe my- 
felf to appoint a truftee^ till I came of 
age ; and there was I remember an ego- 
tifm in his looks, which feemed to aflt 
me what I ihould think of him for that 
office ? I told him I would fake a day 
to deliberate upon it, afnd confult witb 
bim again* 

CHAP. XL 

Now of all the things upon earth, I 
knew the leaft how to manage money, 
and yet I was in pofleflion of near twenty 
thoufand pounds, including the accu- 
mulated intercft of the twelve thoufand, 
left by my father^ A thought came 

fiiddcnly 
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fnxidcnljr acrofe rrrci whicfc determmed 
me at once. The power of a pleafant 
fdea when the fmil is gfoomy,, bperates. 
like an utiexpefted fim-beam, darting, 
through an hemifphcFe of clouds ; the 
flcy and the face^ the element and the 
whole machine of man, are in thofc 
eafes equaMy - bright and delightful^:. 
*twa5t fo with me. As I am now maf* 
ter of twenty thoufanrf pounds, faid I, 
I Ihalt be able to make many of my? 
|^<?c^f/ fellbw^creatures Bappy. I will neF- 
ther return to fchool, nor attend Tethar- 
gic unfverficies, but inftantly ftep into 
life, and, mixing with mankind, in- 
dulge at once my curiofity, and my be- 
nevolence. Without more ad© I wrote 
to the attorney, that I intended to tra:- 
vel, and fhould therefore want my reader 
money left by my guardian; and that,, 
the fum which was already invefted ih 
the funds,, might remainV TheJawjrer. 

did! 
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did not fecm to like the meafure^ buf, 
for the firft time in rpy life, I r^n the 
rifque of difobliging another, to gratify 
myfelf : 'twas not perhaps ftriftiy bene- 
volent, yet 33 it was the firft petulance 
I ever indulged, the idea of the error 
came foftened upon my underftanding. 
Happy h^d it been for me, if, infteaci 
pf ftepping into life^ and putting mo* 
ney in my purfe;, I had fat quietly down 
in the chimney-corner^ and, like the 
virtuofo in the comedy, travelled only 
in my Books. 

Amongft the furniture of the houfe 
which now defcended to me, was a 
fmall walnut-tree book-cafe> at the 
opening of which ray foolifh heart, 
bigotted to fentiment, leapt for plea- 
fure : and it was a dearer treafure to my 
he.af t at tbaf fiwy than d\\ the money I 
had in the worlds It contained the fol* 

SotDC 
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Some difcourfcs of Jcrfixny Taylon 
Works of Thomas a Kempis. 
Praftice of Piety, 
One voluitie pf &t. Chryfpftom. 
The Tragedy of Cato. 
Annotations on t\it $€ripture^» 
Quarl^s's flml>lea)s, 
Pilgrinji.'s ?rpgrffs. 
^ 3^rmqp.§, in iz V(dii0>^s (fclc^d-) 

Fray? r3 for Brix«e Hou&s. 

Drelincourt on Death. 

To thefc wcfe added, a coUe&ioa of 
#x i^^c^o difcouries in manufcript, with 
every paflage of which,, his parifluon* 
^n were made repeatedly acquainted* 
I wanted extremely to read all tbe vgh 
lumes in my pofieffion, and would liave 
tegun the ta(k diredly, biH:>for oae of 
thofe interruptions wbkh aire immedi* 

atdjr 
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atcly attendant upon people in profpc- 
rity. 

CHAP. ML 

I was now condemned to that fort of 
drudgery, which- cuftom and complai* 
fance have impofed upon men juft Hep- 
ped into a fortune. The gentry of the 
neighbourhood . catne upon thci com- 
merce of viGtingsi syid the poor of my 
parifhj and of -all the pariflies adjacent^ 
were at my gate, upon the fubjeft of 
charity. Thef^ were pitrkplocketSL ' of 
difierent kinds. At that time, how-* 
ever, I thought of them very different- 
ly i the rich, I received with cordiality, 
•and the poor did not go away empty <• 
lianded.; and yqt by fomc ftrange way^ 
wardnefs aad p^rverfchcfsr of my ftarsi 
my ill-luck,, or whatever clfe influenced 
Uic events of my life, I had never the 

good 
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good fortune to fatisfy eitfier the poor 
or the rich. Benevolence was ftill the 
motive, but felicity was not the efFeft, 
My heart was one of thofe, which niight 
be fuppofed to refide in the breaft of a 
ftripling, imprefled in the nurfery with 
a fenfe of that great fecial duty, ex- 
tending fronni earth to heaven i the duty 
which beginning with God, defcend* 
to man, and terminates in iruie. With 
a natural inclination to gentlenefs, I 
foon acquired from the Bible and Spec- 
tators, an habit of thinkingj as well as 
feeling right. Never indulging myfclf 
in thofe boy ifti feats, which few in chiK 
dren the firft fatal feeds of cruelty, in- 
juftice, and ingratitude. linfomcfort 
acquired a degree of primitive purity 
in my ideas, that carried' me into that 
line of adtion, which I then thought 
the road to happinefs, but I now pev^ 
celVe the certain path, to indignity and 

difgracc* 
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difgracc*. With fuch a heart, and with ' 
fuch propenfities and principles belong- 
ing to it, I loved all, thought well of 
all, embraced all. With the fad I fyni- 
pathized, with the happy I exulted; and 
to fuch as had none to help them, (but 
he who bids the primrofe fpring mO'- 
deftly round my prefent retreat) I gave 
the comforts which even th^ oeconomy 
of nature demanded. Perhaps no man 
was ever accoutred with weapons of 
•worfe defence, to ftruggle thrpugh the 

* Hsving tn thit cditioiiy been all along cttttiouf 
10 exp^ng^ whatever migkt i^and the lea(| F^^^b^ 
chance of mifleacling the reader* I here again defire 
him to impute all rentiments like the aboye, to the 
unfortunate bias of Benignusy which inclined him to 
follpw the worthy feelings of the heart, without tlie 
lead, regard to place, perron, propriety, or analyiis of 
his object: for want of obierving which, he was 
good, without being always happy ; u e. he meant 
«tellj but afted indUcmd^^ 

warfare 
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warfare bf lifc> than the principles and 
propenfiohs I hdvc mentioned. 

After all the fretful Ubours of an 
adive, though fliort exiftehce, I am 
now writing the heads of my hiftory, 
in the depth of an unfrequented forefl. 
From man I have nothing to expedt, 
fince I have abjiircd his fociety— I am 
provided with water from the fpring, 
and I have taken cai-e t6 fupply myfelf 
with ffores which were brought .to the 
tkirts of the wood, by a mule whom I 
have how turned adrift to him that 
jhould find him. I eat but little, much 
ftill remains in my ftore-box ; the tugs 
of heart, and ftrokes of anguifli that I 
met in fociety, affure me, I fli^U not 
long continue alive in folitude. I have 
afcended the hill, atid though I itv^ yet 
but in the middle of man's life, I feel 
myfelf at the very verge of the decli- 
vity. The ravages of miftry ire even 

greater 
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greater than thofe of time. There is 
nothing in my fight but a few dumb 
domcftics, which I have fummoned to- 
gether as the fiibftitute of man> and to 
foothe me when the broken heart re- 
quires coniblation: nor do I hear any 
thing in my fbreft but the innocent lan- 
guage, and animated variety, of fuch 
creatures as are formed to walk, or to 
wing the wood. The moment of fate, 
which muft carry me from earth, can- 
not be long delayed* I am writing 
thefe paflTages of my life, under the 
immediate eye of a God, whom I ex- 
peft fliortly to fee. I expedt therefore, 
at the fame time, that whenever my hif- 
tory is read, (if it be ever found) that 
the ilartling fentiments in this chapter, 
may be very particularly attended to ^ 
not condemned as the hafty efiiifions 
of a fplenetic refugee, who (difap- 
pointed in his expcAations) prefers the 

focicty 
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fociety of beaft to man; but as a 
mournful faff, the force of which .will 
^always be , felt in proportion to the 
i^eader's experience. If, however, my 
fentiments fhould ftill appear irrecon- 
cileablc, as I confefs they clafh with 
moft of the comnion fyftenis of the 
age, let the objedlof read on -, and he 
will find them exemplified!. in a future 
periods of a narrative, written by the 
dying man. 



. -CHAP. xiir. 

The laft chapter contains the aflertion 
which I pronounced would ftartle a great 
many people, notwithftanding what has 
been advanced to corroborate it, in the 
former part of this manufcript. I hav^ 
ventured to aflert that, an extreme tender 
and good mind, arJenfly purfuing its 

propcn^ 
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{)ropeAfities:» is the moftimprc^er mind 
in the world to produce terrestrial 
felicity. Objeftible as this may feem, 
I muft take upon me (in the full enjoy- 
ment of a found mind^ and perfect me- 
mory) to pulh the point farther; and 
add^ that in ifine inftsinces out of fen, 
tboife properifictes, are utterly againft 
him in fhis world ; and often bring their 
mailer, to difcredity poverty y ztiAJhame *. 
The world will be up in arms againft 
me, and my bones will be hunted for, 
and gibetted. What ! 

Is not, to be good to bfe happy ? 
The anfwer is given in a fcntence. 

In this world, generally fpfeaking, 

» - . ' . . . ^ , . 

• Wlicrc tlie agent is fo ra(h, rambling, and ir- 
regular, ai pobr Benignus. For want of a difciplinedy 
and ftalionary fober fyftem of thinking, our b«ro» 
not only became miferable in himfelf, and the prey 
of others, but with the beft heart in the world, was 
betrayed into ^rgtim^nts, fonoetlmes fubtle, ibme- 
tfines Ibphiftical, and often fimple. 

la 
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No. 
Nor, m the world to come'? 

Yes. 
Are not men therefore 
To be good ? 
Yes. 
Wherefore ? 

For the fake of God, and our con* 
fcience. 

But is goodnefs then againft our 
worldly intereft ? 

Nine times out often. 
Is not that the fault of God ? 

No, 
Whofe then ? 

Man*s* 
Impoffiblel ' 

' ' - Suffer me to prove it. 

Read on. 



' » 
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CHAP. XIV. 

And now arrived the Sunday; on which 
the legacy of twenty pounds was to be 
divided amongft fuch objefts as more 
immediately needed the benefit of the 
donation. After mormng fervice, j 
had requefted the clerk to fummon all 
chofe mendicants into the veftry^ which 
he knew to be particularly ind^eat and 
deferying. It is almofl: impoflible to 
do things privately i^i^x village: it was 
foon known to the whole pariih, that 
the favour of their benefaftpr was- on 
this day to be didributedj and accord- 
ingly the church was on this day 
croudcd with moi;c poor people than 
had been known there for many years. 

Too many of them were led thither 
by the hand of hope rather than of reli- 
gion. The money was divided by the 

-cyyate 
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curate of the next parifh, who officiated 
at both that and my guardian's, fince 
the death of the latter. He was an up- 
right chara&er, knew every inhabitant, 
and was therefore a proper pcrfon for 
fuch an office. The people afliftec^, 
went fatisfied away, and I was truly of 

opinion, that 

» 

To be good, was.to be happy. 

At thjc porch of the church, as the curate, 
tjheqleck, and I were going home, we 
were intercepted by the fight of a pretty, 
large multitude, every member of 
which feem^d to be vifited by all the 
^ffiiftioas of Lazarus. Lamenefs, bfind- 
i^efs, fihh, and nakednefs^ were here icv 
themoft formidable array: their nuni-. 
bers baffled computation, a^d every 
one's bufincts appeared to be, bow he 
could moft e:ifedually appeal to my 

G 2 com- 
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compaflion. The hofpital at Chelfea 
could fcarce have produced fuch a,c<Jn- 
grcfs of invalids. The c!erk was for 
driving them away with his wand; I 
prevented this, and eaquired for what 
they aflcmbled. In the true key of 
complaint, they God-(>ltfj[e4 tt)y ho- 
nour, and faid, it was for ni^^ey^.y . The 
curate replied, the moft needy were al- 
ready relieved. The beggars displayed 
their tattered garments, lean looks, and 
knperfeft limbs. I did not'krto;W what 
to do'. The clerk bid them go hoitie to 
their ownparifhcs, for that t^ey Hid not 
belong to us. I put my hand into my 
pocket, my piirfc was empty; I bid 
them come to my gate within an^ hour ; 
they came, and I deCred the clerk to 
divide 7o\. more among them/^aTum 
which I very luckily happened to have 
in balf'€rownSy a kind of pieces which 
ftxj giiardian \vas always fond of hoard- 



ing. 
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ingJ In ten minutes after tke clerk 
difappeared, I heard a vioJent noife at 
my g'lter the b"ggars_^ dHratisfied wica 
bis bounty, or rather with bis manne^ 
of deftribation, had all fallen upon hinT> 
and bruifcd the poor fellow tinmerci- 
fully: th^ey faid the men in the veftry 
had right to no more money than theyL 
They drove the clerk about till he was 
glad to fiad fhelter in the houfe: I threw 
vp the fafh to expoftulate; they mut-- 
tered before my face, and upon the 
clerk threatening to have them fet 
in the ftocks, feveral of the moft au- 
dacious of them, in token of defiance, 
broke my windows with pebble-ftonesv 
About eight o^clock in the event- 
ing another mortifying circumftance 
fell out ; for the people in the yard hav- 
ing fpent their refpeftive modicums at 
- the ale-houfe, to the great annoyance of 
many fober difpofed people of the 

G 3 parilh> 
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parifli, they at length fallied out in a 
body, and encountered the people erf" 
the vtitry^ by whom they cftecmed 
thennfelves robbed of their right. A 
war of words (as ufual) began the con^ 
teft ; a fierce and bloody battle enfued* 
The farmers left their hoitfes to ftill the 
riot by authority, but they were obliged 
to retreat with many a broken head : 
the wives and daughters came next, and 
abufed me for throwing aWay mj 
money, and encouraging a fet of lazjr 
vermin, that did not Mtmg to the pa« 
riib. They faid that I might be alhamed 
of myfelf for turning the fabbath dajr 
into a day of drunkennefs, when every 
good body ought to have the Tefiament 
in their hands ^ and concluded J:)y ob-* 
fcrving, that there did not ufe to be 
fuch o[oings-oa in their poor dead mi* 
nifter^s time^ but indeed what better - 

cQuki 
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could be cxpefted from a mad-brain 
harum-fcarum bit of a bey. ' 

This was but a bad prognoftic of fu- 
ture felicity. 1 proteft I meant all for 
the general fatisfadtiou ; twenty pounds 
wscre to be given to the pooreft of the 
parifh, and I took great pains to have 
the pooreft felefted and relieved: a 
party df neceflitous creatures unexpeft- 
cdly invit«d my charity ; ai>d, that no 
complaint of partiality might prevail 
cither againft the memory of my 
guardian, or againft mylelf, I direfted 
an equal qirantity of money to be di- 
vided amongft thofe who were not in- 
cluded m the bequeathed bounty : the 
mercenary parr oi the mob made head 
againft me;, abufcd my agent> and 
ftruck the glafs out of my windows : in- 
^ad of carrying in their handc the 
comforts I had given them to their 
pining familieSj. they fteal into an ale* 

G 4 houfe 
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houfc and pour the bounty down their 
throats; they next pick a quarrel with 
their fellow-labourers, break the fconces 
of their maftcrs, and then, forfooth> 
Benignus is to bear the blame. . I am 
always treated in this manner; 'twas 
juft thus with me at fchool. I muft 
fome ho vv or another have a ftrange rae-^ 
thod of going about benevolent a6bions» 
or I have, peculiar ill luck — or elfe my 
ideas of happinefs muft be dreadfully 
confufed*, or — or — 

CHAP. XV. 

The curate (who generally referved 
all his language for his Sunday duty) . 

♦ Our Hero hath, in this fmgle fen ten ce, ac- 
counted for one main fource of his infelicity. Confu- 
fion of idens, enthufiarm of teniper^-^and bounty of 
hand, without examining the character of theobjeA 
benefited, are, through every part of his narrative, 
theconftant Rumbling blocks of poor Benignus* 

was 
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was at this very time twirling jound 
hig band with one hand, and holding 
his pipe up to his mouth with the 
other ', but feeling the wind attack hnn 
through the broken cafement, he had^ 
entrenched himfelf behind a large 
fcreen, which extended from one end 
of the room' to the other; not a word 
feid hie to the complaints either of 
widows, wives, hufbands, or daughters ^ 
and yet rolled his eyes up and down, 
arid feemed to liften to every body. 

Doctor, faid I, who could have fup- 
pofed . that, from fo innocent an aftion, 
fuch diftrefling confequences fhould 
arife — who would fuppofe it, I fay ? 
.' Nobody,, faid^the prieft. 

JMight not one have reafona&ly ex*. 
pefted to receive the thanks and tears> 
r^her than .the reproaches of thefepoor 
peoplei.- ,' 

Certainly, faid the prieft-* . 
' '^ G 5 Have 
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Havo you, my friend^ ever met tfade 
hard returns ? 

Frequently^ iaid the prieft^ (haking 
hiS head. 

Don't they make you very unhap- 
py? 

No doubt, faid the parfon. 

How do you get over them, doAor ? 

Smoke, faid Aie priefl:> pointing to 
his pipe. 

Is that a fpecific for the anxieties^ 
which arife from ingrateful treatment ? 

I never fmokc, doftor, have you no 
other remedy for me> nnore in the road 
of your profrfficMi ? 

Surely, faid the prieft. 

Name it, my dear friend^ &r I am 
truly miferable. 

Patience, faid the prieft.: if a ntian 

has patience, no croffes, nor. any mif- 

fortunes, nor any accidents, nior any 

diftrefics, nor any— * . 

The 
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The good prieft was now fet ii\ for 
iu I drew my chair oppofite to his, 
and hoped now for great improvement;: 
the doiSbor took the pipe from his lips, x 
(park fell from it upon his kg. Patience 
foi faid the do&or,. (exalting his voice) 
is that l^UJid^ beatificy divine^ ca^ 
iejiial— zounds and the devil, cried the 
prit^y IVe fcorched the calf of my leg: 
to pieces^ He rubbed the part afFefted^. 
flapped about the room like a mad- 
man, threw the pipe in the fire>, and r?j^ 
out of the houfe* 

Go thy way, faid Ij neither irom 
ihce nor thy pfidertce' will my per- 
plexity be relieved. I unlocked my 
book-cafe^ and read without inter- 
paiffKxn till twelve o'clock* at nigh^ 
The volum!es were all fet to the 
fame tune : Bs goody and be happy ^ 
h happy ^ and be good* I took up 

G 6. Cato^ 
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Cato, and my bofom bounded whch I 
cajlie to this couplet, 

'Tis not In mortals to command' (ucceCs ; 
But we'll do 72iorej Stmpronius— ■well Jf^ 
Jirve it. 

I applied the fentinnent to my own 
cafe ; it fitted me to a hair. I repeated 
it over and over j and I admired it rnore 
at every repetition. The clerk knocked 
Sit my door, and told me that orfe of 
the drunken beggars, in ftaggering 
home, had tumbled into a ditch, and 
was drowned, and that a wife to aprin* 
cipal farmer was frightened into an un- 
timely labour, and not expefted to get 
Over it. Honeft man, replied I, I am 
heartily forry, but how could I poffibly 
help it ? I meant well ; th^ thing has 
fallen out ilL Remember Mr. Clerk, 
remember what the poet fays, 

• 'Tis not in mortals to command fucc^fs;' ' 

* But we'll do more,' Sempronius— we'll de- 
^ ferve it. 

Sem- 
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Scmpronius, fir, Taid the clerk ! i 
don't know for that,, btiti tell you the 
fa<5l. He walked ofF, and I believe 
fufpedicd the fanity of my intelleft. 



CHAP. XVL 

I fet in for a week's clofe reading; 
'twas fcill the fame maxim, multiplied 
and modified into different ejipreflions., 
through different volumes. 

To be good is to be happy» 

r was determined to trj? the vfrtiie of 
the expreflion, beyond the limits ofthe 
village. I fet out for London, and in 
that city I arrived in the fixteenth year 
of my age, after having defired the at-, 
torfiey to have an, eye on my, affairs •ac 
%hc village, during my abfenqe. •. At 

my 
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iijr firrft entrance into the n^tropolis, 
new fcnfations took root in my heart* 
Every ftreet was full, every fliop was 
bufy, and every foot was in motions 
this, faid I, is certainly the place to 
bring every principle and every fenti- 
ment to the teft. 

I took up my lodging at the houfe 
of a gentlewoman to whom \ was 
diftantly related : Ihe received me po- 
litely. 

And now came on a train, of trials^, 
and a feries of events^ which fhall be 
related as they recur to my* memory. 

But before I proceed to fet down my 
tranfa£kio(is in the metropolis, it is im-* 
poflfible for me to pafe a few circum- 
ftances, that fell out upon the road.. 
The focial turn of my temper m^de 
me prefer a journey in the ftage, to the 
folitary luxury of going pofl". I ha<l 
tfiree miles x» ride to liie machine, ini 

which. 
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which my fellow-paficngcrs were featcd; 
five minutes before I reached the inns 
nor did this fmall delay pafs unnoticed 
by the driver, who was rubbing his 
hands together and blowing his fingers 
upon account of the cold 5 declaring at: 
the fanne time, that he had waited for 
me till his horfes were ftarved to death.. 
Notwithftanding which, he thought 
proper to alk for fomethlng to drink my 
health, thereby detaining us a quarter 
of an hour longer j then having givcm 
the oftlcr his pcrquifite,' without which 
he would certainly have held the coach^ 
door in his hand at leaft another quarteir 
of an hour, wc found ourfclves in noo-^ 
tion* My feUbw-traHrellers were not? 
only muffled by the darknefa. of tshe 
night*, but were fo enveloped in. dsetw 
great coats, that though (by tiie mta* 
mkcore of legs) I fuppofeii myM6 
amonglVhwnaii,|pi«acure^.y«,t I received) 

no 
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no other affurances of' the matter, till 
(after tofling for about five hours),, wc 
made a full fick ftop to refrelh ourfelves 
with breakfaft. 



C H A P, XVIL 

The houfe Ijiad as unfriendly an ap- 
pearance as eycr hung out to the eye of 
the traveller a fignal of welcome, that 
is; in other words, an invitation for 
.him to — fpend his money. Not acrea- 
ture was up, though every body knew 
the cxaft time in which the coach would 
come in. In a garret window, indeed, 
glimmered a melancholy candle ^ jind. 
after the coachman had fmacked his 
whip about twenty times^ and reinforced 
the reports by a pretty:- conrider&ble: 
humbcr of oaths (peculiar togentlemea; 
of the whip) from xhat giurret, with the: 

-'; candle 
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dandle between his fingers, came the 
hoftler, rubbing his eyes, and crawling 
his way to the ftable, rather by inftihd>' 
than a confcioufnefs of knowing what 
he was about. About ten minutes after 
this, the trufty chambermaid (whofe 
bufinefs was to have every thing in rea- 
dinefsy againft the arrival of the coach) 
came blinking to the door like a buz- 
zard, and conducted us to fo dark> 
difmal, and damp a room, .that had we 
requefted the good man of the manfioa 
to beftow the charity of a breakfaft, our 
miferable carcafcs could not have been 
depofited in a more uncomfortable 
apartment. And now it was, that twa 
of my fcUow-paflengers began to con--' 
vince me they were capable of fpeaking, 
and fpeaking too upon the fame fub- 
jeft i for they exprefled the fame com-^ 
plaint; infifting, it was a moft (hame* 
ful thing for travellers 'to be treated ia 

that 
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that manner upon the road; that if 
they expeftcd a coach and fix with my 

lord L or my lady M , the 

vhole houfe and ftables would be illu- 
minated^ and, perhaps, half the village 
at the wheels to gape at their honours ;, 
but that people who jumble to town in 
a ftage, and have a couple of hundred 
miles to go upon bufinefs, can neither 
get fire or candle in the firft ftage. 

For nrty part, thefe things were newt 
to me, and noveltv renders even incon- 
i^jcniencies plcafing : I contented my fetf^ 
therefore with begging Mrs. Betty t^ 
beftir herfelf^ and get us a di(h of tea 
as expeditioufly as flie could* In a little 
time the faggot began to blaze, the 
kettle began to boil, and thofe little 
dpmeftic comforts gradually made their 
appearance, which, removing our diC- 
appointments, put the company into a 
better humour ^ and Soon we had time„ 

temper^ 



( 
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temper, and opportunity to contemplate 
the countenances of one another. 



CHAP. XVIU. 

Our fociety confiftcd of three j^rfbrts 
befides myfelf, and all w^e men j one 
was dreiled in a fuit of plain light 
brown, with buttons of the fame : the 
trials of his hat were of immenfe cir- 
comfcrencc, and there was a primitive 
nicety in the tie of bis neck-cloth that 
(^o}cc bis charader. Another had a 
fuit of blackj fomcwbat faded ; and the 
third (who was habited in a coat of 
fnufF-colour,with waiftcoat and breeches 
pf black velvet) had thje air of a ihop 
about him fo palpable^ that I could 
almofl: have fworn to. his trade at the Srft 
glance. When the heart is happy and 
Ikisficd, the tongue is^ generally, vo* 

luble 
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luble and communicative. About the 
third difli we exchanged civilities; when 
the fourth cup was pouring from the 
pot, we made advances to intimacy; and 
at the entrance of the fecond place cT 
toaft, the genial fpirit fo incrcafed upon 
us,' that each knew of what the other 
was in purfuit. iThie man in black in- 
deed was extremely referved, faid little^ 
and fipped his tea, or rather played 
with his tea-fpoon, as if he thought fo- 
ciety an interruption. The gentlemaa 
in brown was of the number of people 
called quakers, travelling upwards^ to 
attend a folemn meeting oi friends upon 
the marriage of a preacher : the man ia 
fnufF colour, was an inhabitant of the 
market-town from whence we came^ 
jand. was going to vifit his daughter. 
Tite- moft difficult matter remained^ and 
that was to difclofe my bufmefs in the 
capital. I toJd them that mine was a 

tujQncfs' 
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bufiftefsof benevolence, atnd that I was 
dftually' upon the road to London in 
fearch of happtne/s: -The |ikflengers 
looked upon each other, arid fmiled, 
but every ifmfle was different. The 
coachman came now to acquaint us our 
half fiout' was expired, ind' the hbrfes 
were ready; and after piflihg through 
t*ie ufual cercrnqni^k wi<h the hoftler 
(who infifted on his cuftomary fix-pence 
notwithftanding his idleAefs -in being 
found* f» ^^i!/)> and Jbmcthing for Mrs, 
Betty (foi-khe trouble of rifing up when 
flie was called), we "again fet forward 
on our journey ; as foon as we were 
pretty well fettled, the quaker opened 
the converfation . * - 



r 

! 
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' I could not help fmiling, friend (faid 
he, looking fagaciotifly at the broad 

flaps 
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flaps of his beaver), to hear thee faf 
thojii ^eit journeying towards the great 
city, in fearch of bappinefs,; md yet I, 
as DvcU as thou, and thefe other ^^ood 
brethren at our fide as well as we^ and 
iadecd «U the fellQW-<nen upon the 
^arth, are engaged in the Jike v<?«r por- 
Ibit ; we are all travellers bound for the 
iame place, th<wg^i peradventune» V9<e 
cake difierent f oads thereto ; and yet, 
fuch is the frail nature of the fteii^ that 
we arc for. ever jogging oi^wairi, and 
(hi/t; about. irofn jjlace to fi^ec, di^^ 
tisBed wkh omt road ; difgufted with 
our journey, till wq put off the oid^mim^ 
and reach the gloomy ^te that leads to 
the city i>f the Saviour. 

Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher 
wifely, all is vaniqr. 

Here the quaker fpread his chin upon 
his ckeft (upon which it^defcended to 
ihe £9i]rtKbmtQAAfixis\miil^€oat) and, 

twirling 
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twtritog tmc thumb round the other ^ 
with his fingers folded together, conrv* 
muned with the fpirit about the vanit/ 
of featrchiog for happineft in a world 
where happineis was not to be found. 

Surely, fir, (faid I) there is a grestt 
deal of happinefs in the world notwith- 
ftanding this : the 4|ualcer groaned in** 
wardly« Happinefs! crkd the grocer 
(for fuch was the calling of the man 
whoie exteriors fmeit fo ftcongof the 
counter), happinels in the, woirld, ay^ 
ceruinly there is; TH aniwer for >tha€> 
and a great deal of happineis too. I 
ann the happiefl: man upon earth mf- 
lelf ; if any vmnf^ys he's happicfr; I 
fay.he's — ^aamattCTioc^^iat'p-^he quaker 
lifted up the bail of one ey« to furvey 
iiinru— 4 am.wocth fi«r< ^thoitfaad pounds 
every morning I rife, ay, and mcfre 
hioney« I(ha?e vgoc every fliilling by 
mj. own indufity^ I haye a fet of good. 

' cuilomers 
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cuftomers to noy back ; my wife knows 
how to turn the penny in the ihop, 
when I have a mind to fmoke my pipe 
in the parlour; and I make it a rule 
never to lend a lix-pence, nor borrow 
ft fix-pence. 

For what wcrt thou born, friend? 
faid the quaker, drily. Born ! why to 
live: Ay, and to die too, faid the 
quaker. Pifh I replied the grocer, who 
does not know that -, but what does tJbaf 
th^re argufyj if I can but live merrily, 
and bring up my family honeftly j keep 
the wolf from the door, and pay every 
body their own ? I have only one child, 
and her Tm nx>w going to fee; fhe's 
prentice to a mantua^-maker in the city. 
If fhe behaves well j and inarrics to my 
thinking (and I have a:warmma9f in iny 
eye for her), why Co — if Ihc's head- 
ftrong, and thinks proper to pleafe ier-- 
/eJf rather than pleafe me, why ihc may 
beg or ftarve for what I care. 

Good 
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Good God ! (exclaimed I with vehe- 
raence) and is it poffible ? Don't fwear 
interrupted the quaker, young man ; 
then turning his head deliberately round 
towards the grocer; And fo thou art 
very happy friend, art thou ? Never 
was man more fo, quoth the grocer; 
fo that if you are looking for merriment 
and hearts-eafe, come to the Sugar- 
loaf, Vm your man : here he begun to 
hum the fag end of a ballad — " For 
who is fo happy, fo happy as L" Thy 
fort of happinefs, friend (returned the 
quakcr)s I fhall never envy : thou art 
happy without cither ^r^r^ or woodworks 
to make thee fo. Good works, faid 
the grocer, what do you mescn by that ? 
I don't owe a penny in the world. I 
pay lei znd Jiot ; I go to church every 
other Sunday, and I never did a wrong* 
fill thing in my life. Thee may'ft be 
very unfenrlceable in thy generation for 

Vot. L H all 
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all that> faid the quaker. I am afraid 
by thy own account, thou takeft too 
much care in cheriihing thy outward 
manj yet art flow to cherifh thy poor 
brethren. Why in what pray does thy 
happinefs confift ? fays the grocer archly. 
In turning the wanderer into the right 
way, rejoined the quaker; in feeding 
the hungry penitent with the milk of 
brotherly love, and in cloathing the 
naked foul with the comfortable raiment 
of righteoufiiefs. Pfhaw ! cries the 
grocer ; you had better feed the poor 
devils with a pennyworth of my plums. 
How many pennyworthsof plums may'ft 
thou give away yearly in thy parilh ? 
(faid the quaker). I tdl thee, faid the 
grocer, I never fretend to give away 
any thing; things are too dear^ and 
taxes are too heavy for that : befides, 
about feventeeh years ago, I was^poor 
my&liv and wanted a dinner^ as- snoch 

'• .^' • as 
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as any body; but Inever found folk fo 
ready to give me any thing — no, not fo 
' much as a bit of bread, not fb much as 
this ! fnapping his fingers. 

Surely (cried I, greatly agitated) that 
ought to be a ftrong argunment^ to fti- 
raulate your benevolence. Benevolence, 
young man, faid the quaker, is not 
confined to the mere aft of throwing 
away money. I never give any money 
myfelf, but then I give ftore of spiritual 
food i I preach in the houfe and taber- 
nacle of the Lord, ' and I travel far arid 
near to bellow religious cordials of the 
fpirit gratis* \^hdreas, that man, on 
the contrary, fpehdetK His" fvbftance 
annipngff^vairi corhbanions, or hoardeth 
it up to fwell tlie pomp/of the'fle^i- 
verily, I fear his tranfgrefllons are 
mighty. The quaker paufed, and the 
grocer wiijked waggiflily upon me with 
ohe eye, and kept looking ironically at 

H 2 the 
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the quaker with the other. Here now 
(thought I) arc too very oppofite cha- 
radters i the quaker, for aught I fee, is 
as mercenary as the grocer, though 
their avarice is differently modified, ac- 
cording to the different prejudices of 
their education. 



C H A P. XX. 

Pray gentlemen give me leave to alk 
you a few queftions, faid L Is not to 
be good to be happy ? There can be no 
doubt of itj faid the quaker. Is not be- 
nevolence the way to goodnefs ? Cer- ^ 
tainly. Would not you then be hap- 
pier, fir, if you were to add a few 
corporeal comforts to the religious confo- 
lations you beftow; for inftance, if to 
the milk of brotherly love (which is 
perhaps a delicious diet for the foul) 

yoo 
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you were to add the wholefome milk of 
a cow, to fatisfy the natural cravings of 
the body : and would it not increafe 
j^our happihefs, Mr. Grocer, if, not 
contented with, the negative merit of 
Having done no wrong, you would now 
aad then condeicend to do fomething 
abfolutely good; fuch as bellowing, 
from the overflowings of your plenty, 
fomething to thofe which cannot but 
look up to your fuccefsful circumflances 
with a little envy : and Ibppofe, in- « 
ftead of choofihg for your daugliter, 
you were, in a point fo important to 
her, to leave the choice to herfelf. For 
my own part gentlemen, I have a good 
fortune, which I defign to dedicate to^ 
the fervice of my fellow-creatures, and 
though I (hould be forry to wafte my 
bounty upon the undeferving, yet I had 
Tather hazard fuch a miftake, than mt 
inJulge the liberal propenfities of my 

H 3 hearti- 
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heart. Thou talkcft like z young mm^ 
(aid the quaker : I am fure he knows 
nothing bf frade, faid the grocer; and 
if you hold in that mind long, Tdlay 
ten to one you will not have fix-pence 
to blefs yourfelf. Benevolence, in- 
deed ! its very well to talk of in the 
pulpit, as matter Holdfaft fays ; and its 
very well in your hiftory books, and 
your fermon books, but it won't do in 
the world, not at all. A man may give 
away all he has, and be never the 
nearer ; people will only laugh at you, 
when all is faid and done. While you 
have got money in your pocket to pay 
the butcher's bill, you may always have 
a hot difli every day, ay, and faucc 
into the bargain ; but if you do all the 
good in the world, and come at iaft to 
want, you may pafs by a whole market 
fyll pf meat, and I'd lay ten to one, 'the 
man whom you fet up in bufinefs will 

hardly 
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hardly give you a marrow-bone. Here 
the quaker groaned bitterly ; and the 
grocer taking a paper full of bifcuits out 
of his pocket, eat away without offer- 
ing to diftribute his refrelhment, and 
then proceeded, 

C H A -P. XXI, 

You talk of benevolence, and good- 
nefs, and fuch like-, for my part, as I 
fai-d before, I never knew sLny thing 
but mifchief come of any thing but 
trade. Now Til tell you a ftory--^at 
tjiis inftant a poor tattered wretch, with 
a bundle of thread-bare rags on his 
back, a wooden leg, half an hand, and 
a tenth of an eye^^ came flumping to- 
wards the coach, to follicit our commi- 
ieration. The driver no fooi\er beheld 
him rifing from the bank on which he 
was rcfting, than, probably to fave his 

H 4 . p^flengers 
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paflengcrs the trouble of hearing a dif- 
mal ftoryj he began to Ipirit up his 
horfes, in that kind of language which 
defies fpelling, and which the animals 
Dnderftand as perfcdlly as the greateft 
philologift in the world. It is a dialeft 
peculiar to the ftable, and not inferted 
in any dictionary extant. In this dialed 
the driver now harangued his fteeds : 
and, as a convincing proof, they took 
the hint, we fclfe the wheels fpring 
under us, by which means the poor lame 
fellow was foon thrown far behind, 
and the grocer declared it was very well 
done in the coachman, whom he fhould 
remember at the next ftage to dram for 
his civility. The quaker obferved, the 
highways and hedges were now fo lined 
with vagrants, that fober people could 
not pafs unmolefted by fuch naughty 
children of hypocrify; the perfon in 
brown put his hand as if involuntary, 

upoQ 
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tjpon his breaft, and fighed. Upon : 
looking through the windows, I faw the 
poor beggar at a confiderable diftance, , 
halting on his crutch, and giving up - 
the purfuit in defpair. The coach now * 
arrived at the foot of a ileep hilly , and i 
there ftopt' awhile,, and the' humane: 
driver, (who had galloped away from, 
his fellow-creature) came to acquaint . 
us how nKich he would be obliged to > 
iKi and how charitable it would be, if 
oup honours would pleafe to walk up' 
the hilli and give the poor jades a bit of 
a holiday.- I ordered him immediately . 
to open theidoor, and alighted; the. 
gentleman in mourning did the fame. . 
The* grocer fworc he paid for horfe-*^ 
flelh, and would have it, that he would.; 
not ftir a foot till he came to the dining- - 
place i that he had walking enough at 
home, and that he-would always have ^ 
kis pennyworth for his penny 1 adding, . 

H 5 hc.^ 
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he did deGgn to wet the whiftle of Mr^ 
Whipc6rd, but that he would now put 
the money to a better ufe. The qua- 
ker bid the coachman (hut the door> 
and proceed m his journey : the fellow 
muttered between his teeth, they were 
a couple of Hottentots, and did not 
know what belonged to a chriftiaa to 
behave in that manner to dumb crea.-^ 
tures. He then converfed very pathe- 
tically with his horfes, ftroked them on* 
the neck, and gradually gained the- 
fummit. By this time- the lame man-, 
feeing the carriage make a dead ftop„. 
and gathering frefli hope, or perhaps 
urged by extreme hunger, approached?* 
withiA a few pac^s oC ysV I b,eckojae<J: 
him. to make the l^^ftof his wayu He 
fliook hi3 h^ad, a^ m^cK as tc^ 
lay he apprehended the thing was not 
prafticable. I went to him, -but the 
afthma was fo keavy ga hi&lunga, and 

his- 
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his breath was fo laborioufly exerted, . 
that he could only teftify his. nec^ffity 
by dropping on the only whole kneelie 
had^ and holding out his hat in his only 
whole hand. I put fomething in it, . 
raifcd him up, and with fome difficulty 
got him to the fide of the coach, which ^ 
iiad made a fecond paufe, at the centre 
of the hill. He bowed to the gentle- 
man in black who put fijf-pence into the 
hat, and dropt a tear iato the bargain. , 
I bid him. to try his luck in: the coach. 
The fellow looked into his. hat, and a 
little fulFufion of red, rambled over his . 
cheek, as much as to fay, he had been 
already nobly uled.;. I infifted upon his 
paying his refpefts to my fellow-paflen- 
gers. . He did fo :.; the. grocei; (feeing 
fo much money in the^ )i^t) , proteftedi. , 
that nothing could exceed his, impu-r 
dence, except the <extr^3ga,nAi fpUy q( 
ihofe who had tak^ i^^)njac^p.dins t» r 

H 6 ea-^- 
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encourage a vagabond; that he had 
more in his hat than enough to fet up a 
Ihop in the country, and that he ought 
to go home to his p^rifh, and be whip- 
ped into workhoufe j the quakcr faid, 
he was a naughty beggar, aod defired 
he would move away from the vehicle^ 
The poor man faid nothing ; there was 
no reproach in his eyes, but when he 
limped again towards us, to make a 
^farewell bow, they were fo full of tears, 
that he turned about as quickly as he 
decently could^ to conceal them. 



CHAP. XXII. 

And now we were at the top of the 
hill (which was indeed one of the cloud- 
capt kind) and the coachman defired us 
to get in, as the Angel was hard \>y, 
where we ihould have the beft attendance 
•^ upoQ 
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upon the road. A difpute now arofe 
upon the fubjed of giving alms to com- 
mon beggars; the quaker faid the^r 
were ungodly brethren, and deferveiJ 
no afliftance, either fpiritual or pccu-^ 
niary: the grocef obferved, that they 
always made him fick to Took at them,, 
and that if they were to hanker about: 
the- Sugar-loaf, he wouid dite them^or 
a nuifance. The filent gendeman, for 
fuch he might be almoft called; faid^. 
it was fometimes hard to tell, whether 
itinerant* mendicants nicrited affifencc 
or not; but when a poor wretch, with* 
out either limbs or cloaths, prefent- 
ed himfclf before the eye, there 
could be neither doubt nor difficulty inr 
the cafe. Where there is doubt faid" I, 
I had rather run the rifque of mifplacing" 
bounty, than by not being bouiitiful 
through a cool and pofitical caution, 
and dread of being wrong. The grocer 

clofed 
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olofed the whole differ tation by that ex^ 
oellent and new obfervation^ .that cha^- 
rity begins at home, and that it behoved ; 
fyery; nun to .take.care of Jiis family. • 



c:h:a p;. xxin.. 

The fign of fthe Ahgc>, upon which> 
tjbe funbeams were fporting, now dif- 
j>^yed icfelf befide the road, , and the r 
^joachman . (delighted at. the profpeft, , 
arvi rcfolving to imprefs us with proper : 
5J3tiQ|iS.'0£ his >dexterity) refounded the : 
"wJiip, and drove, us upon the full, trot 
tOi the door;. After we had fwallowed : 
9wr;meal> a frefli. driver obferved to uss^ 
that as the road to the next ftage: was , 
heavy and dragging, 'and that as .it was 
winter .tiire, (though in fad it was only - 
tbe fall*. of . the leaf) dark came upon us 
fooAer than « if it was fumnaer^ . He con- 
cluded . 
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eluded with hoping we would ma^e: 
hafte. The grocer declared he did not 
like to be benighted, though he had' 
nothing to lofey if he ihould be ftopt. 
The quaker turned whiter though his.^ 
natural complexion was rofy ; the gen*^ 
t^eman in rnourning faid he was ready>i 
and t— (holding oiit a glafs to the dri- 
ver, who toflcd it off "without any other 
t€ftimony of gratitude, . than fcraping a-, 
dirty boot along the floor, for which, 
the waiter eaft an evil eye at hiai) led; 
the way to the machine. , 

As foon- as. we got into the -road,, II 
reminded the grocer of his promifetQc 
oblige ua with:, a ftory. . He : faid. ho: 
was-.buta bad hind at that fort of work^ 
hut thatvif we were inclined to hear the 
thing rough ^s it run, we might, 1- 
told . him J Ihould thankfully attend i 
the quaker nodded aflTent^ and the gro^ 
cer after once more affuring us he ha4 

no 
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no knack at (tbry- tellings and that^ 
Tim Slzdt, the excifemanj was twice a i 
match fof him, thus began: 

Why, as I was going to tell you, , 
there was^ young Bob Blewitt, of our^ 
parifli, as fine a fcholar, aad as comel7'' 
a man as you fhall fee 'twixt this and' 
London, /fe was one of your bene vo — 
hnt chapStf One man- he put into *a> 
fiutn, another he iet up in a fhopi ano- - 
ther'hc gave a portion to marry; and to 
feveral fatherlefei and motherlefs girls, 
he gave dowries. As to beggars, and* 
fick folky and fuch like, he fent them 
broth and broken viftuals; to lying-in* 
women, (whether they had been before- 
parfbn or not) he fent bottles of wine, 
and poffet^, and potecaries -, and at the 
end-of town he purchafed a piece of 
groufld, upon which he built a bit of 
an hoipital, which I think he called H 
cradlG[ for- old age^- and people paft la-^ 

bour. . 
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hour. In (hort, and to come at once 
to the point without running round 
about my ftory—how confoundedly the 
coach jolts fays the grocer, and what a 

d d noife it makes -, I can't hear my- 

felf— the quaker bid him not be pro- 
fane. The filent gentleman pulled tp 
one window, I pulled up the other. 
The grocer went on. In fhort, as I 
faid before — whew, whew — whereabouts 
was I? At the hofpital, faid I? Ay, 
ay, right, continued the grocer; this 
hofpital coft him a pretty round fum : 
he wanted indeed to build by fubfcrip- 
tion. No, no, faid the gentry of the 
neighbourhood, that will bring all the 
vagrants of the country upon us, and 
we have poor enough of our own, and 
for them we have a woi*khoufe. Mr* 
Blewitt faid he did not mean to build a 
workhoufe, but a comfortable— fylun^ 
I think he called it 3 for fuch as caa 

wodt 
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work no longer. Howfomdever not a 
foufe could he get, only the old curate 
(who has five or fix and twenty pounds 
per year) was fool enough to give five 
pounds towards the fcheme. So Blcwitt 
carried on his building alone^ and curfed 
was the hour in which he dipped his 
fingers in mortar^ and laid the firit 
brick. 

How fo? faid I, eagerly; fure this 
was rearing for himfelf a monument, 
which afccnded (figuratively fpcaking) 
into heaven. I don't know for that;, 
but figure or no figure, matter Bob 
Blewitt cut but a bad figure in the end^r 
In fine, you fliall feldom hear of fuch^ 
a man ; ever doing fommit for fome- 
body or another. The upfhot was, that 
.he was teazed from morning to night 
with beggars and impoftors, and vaga- 
bonds, and . baftards. One went with 
a forrowful face to beg one thing j ano- 
ther,. 
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ther, to beg another thing j in ftiort, 
every body wanted fomething. Now 
you fhall hear what come of this. 
Come of it, fir, faid I, what could 
come of it, but congratulation of heart, 
and univerfal gratitude? The quaker 
began to hum, the grocer fmiled, and 
the cheek of the gentleman in mourn-* 



ing was wet. 
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Now mind (cried the grocer), mind 
what tricks were played upon the found- 
er of the feaft. The labourers pretend- 
ed to be fick, that they might get food 
for nothing, fo that the farmers could 
not ^get their field work done. Many 
people got into trouble, purpofe that 
he fliould get them out again* Tha 
young forward huflfeys of the parifli got 
big bellies, purpofe that he Ihould fea 

the 
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the brats provided for, fo that this made 
the juftice grunt a little. He muft needs 
put a large parcel of money into the 
hands of lawyer Limbo ; every body- 
knows him. rd as foon build churches 
with my money, as truft he with it. Well, 
one night, off went matter Limbo, and 
got beyond fea; and feveral other things, 
about the fame time, ran crofs and 
crooked with poor Bob^ fo that in* 
(hort he found' matters fadly altered. 

Alas! faid the gentleman in black,, 
alas ! I love and" pity him.. 

I worlhip him, faid L. I reipe6t 
him fard the quaker.. 

That^s more than other folk did, re- 
joined the grocer. He was now next to 
pennylefs. As fure as you are alive he 
ftayed till all was gone, and his bonea 
came well nigh through his fkin before 
he complained, and then he tried to 
borrow a trifle of folk he had made 5 

not: 
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not a fix-penny piece could he get in 
the parifh. At length the old curate, 
;after a deal of perfuafion, prevailed on 
hioi to go and live with himy though 
the old fellow could fcarcely buy a neck 
of mutton to make fabbath-day broth 
/or himfelf. 

But God, faid the gentleman in 
mourning, will make him amends yet. 
He may be in heaven now for aught I 
know to the contrary, cried the gro- 
cer. I am fure of it, faid I. Very like, 
proceeded the grocer, for he died about 
fix weeks after this, and put the parifh 
to the charge of opening the ground 
for him ^t laft. Not a doit did he leave 
behind him, except a few old books 
and pifturcs; two old falhioned black- 
ifh coats, and a bit or two of a fhirt : 
as to nonicals he could not afford they, 
md fo he preached in farplus. As fbon 
7& he was buried and put into the grave,' 

which 
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which we thought Blcwitt would nevar 
leave, affairs were worfe than ever. 
Bob was as bad off as a beggar. The 
bettermoft people lifted up their fliouU 
ders, and gave him a bit of dinner^ 
firfl: one, then another; and this they 
fay hurt him, for at laft the rich made 
no ceremonies, but bid him ftep down 
and get a morfel in kitchen. After 
this, he never held up his head; the 
poor folks faid 'twas a thoufand pities 
fuch a good gentleman jfhould come to 
want : his kin told him 'twas juft what 
they expefted -, his friends faid he dc- 
ferved it, and the world at firfl whifper- 
cd, then openly declared, that nothing 
liut a madman, or a perfon never brought 
up to any bufinefs, would have afted 
m that manner. Here the quaker 
groaned louder than ever, and holding 
up his hands as high as his fhoulders^ 
ihook them in a horizontal defcenfion, 
3 till 
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tiil they fell again with great method 
and folemnity upon the flaps of his 
coat. The grocer began to yawn and 
ilretch himfelf ; and where think you, 
continued he, — gaping — where is Mr. 
Blewitt now — why in one of the dirtieft 
wards in his own hofpitali feldom or 
ever fees any body — now and then crawls 
out at dead night and goes into church- 
yard to vifit the grave of the old cui^ 
rate. Sometimes is quite afide himfelf; 
and is mafhiated to a perfect ottonYey : 
and all this is true as fure as you are 
in this coach* 

CHAP. XXV. 

How far are we come ? f^d I haftily. 
The laft ftone, faid the gr<pcer> was 
(ixty-fix.. L h^ve a gr^t mind; Do^ ga 
hacky replied L 1 would giyise jaoy 
money to lee Mr^ Hewitt i- honwv^ftj^ I 

^ will 
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will not forget to fend my compliments 
to (6 excellent a charafter. Ay, quoth 
the grocer, but while the grafs grows — 
you underftand me. Spare your re- 
proof, fir, faid I, no time (hall be loft* 
Did he ever tafte thy bounty friend ? 
cried the quaker. Ay has he, many 
a time, faid the grocer. I have given 
him the offal of plums, currants, raf- 
pins of a loaf, and fuch like. Dainty 
diet, returned the quaker, truly ! I can - 
not exprefs my anxiety for him, faid I. 
Xiety, replied the benefador of ralpins ; 
what fignifies talking of that, ftick to 
the main chance. Go to church, and 
hear good iennons, and read good 
books, and take good advice, and keep 
yaur money in the till, and put the 
key in your pocket, and keep yourfelf 
out of debt. But above all, mind this^ 
neither lend a fix-pence, nor borrow a 
fisc-penccj for that's the only way to 
i . live. 
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* iive, tdkc my word for it. Here lie 
finilhed^ with the (rif- important air of 
a man, who, having^ the world before 
him, did Hot care fix-peAce for the m- 
tcrcft of any perfon in it, except the 
concern he took in the welfare of one 
worthlefs individual, hatncly-^him/elf. 

Thy ftory, friend, faid the q^aker, 
is too exaA a picture of this wicked 
world. I pray thee, young frielid, hS^e 
' the fate of brother Blewitc in thy remem- 
brance. 1^ thou haft abundance: raKc 
"" care thereof, fof no nian knoweth what 
' fhall happen ■ tb-^morn>w j and ' I have 
myfelf ieen ftrahge things in my time. 
The fliad6ws of the night now pre- 
vailed ovtf' the day, 'and the light 6f 

* ifome candles at ' a 'ft^iill diftarice, led 
'me to tuppofe we Were pretty neaf otir 

deftination for thd evening. However, 

I was miftaken j the lights were in a 

'.village thMugh which wc were to pafs, 

' Vol. I. I and 
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^nd ire had many f long mile to travel 
to the place of our teppfc^, 



C H A P. XXVI, 

At length we reached our lan, where 
bei^g Ihcwn into a fmall but comforta- 
ble room, I propofed to order a fup- 
per. The quaker declared he never 
cat znji that, morcoyer, the frailty of 
, his mortality weighed down his fpirk, 
and ^e found himfelf inclined to flum- 
ber. So fayiog, he rang the bell for a 
candle, folded himfelf up in his fur- 
tout, and in lefs than ten -minutes for- 
got, I doubt not, the fate of Mr. 
Blewitt, and even the holding forth, 
which he Ihould give before the brother 
and fitter, who became helpmates in the 
Acfli, and yoke-fellows after Qod's holy 
ordinance. The grocer wilbed him a 

- ' . • ^ood 
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^Ood flight, pfotefting ncrcrthcicfs, 
' that for Ms part, fuppcr w^s his beft 
-^ meal j \}p6n which declaration I fhall 
only obferve, thiat if he meant to depofit 
more into his belly than he depofited ^t 
tiinner, few people would chodfe to 
-board him at the ufual rates. The gen- 
tleman in bla^ declined eatings byt 
'obferved it would be right to order 
fomething. i declared that I liad fup- 
ped upoii Mr* Biewitt. The grocer 
-thought proper to Ihew his — Want of 
^t upon this oceafion : faying, it 
would (he believed) be no eafy matter 
'to make a m^al out of poor Bob, as he 
ivas certain there was not an ounce of 
'flefli-upon his whole carcatfet upon this 
^Hy (at which he laughed heartily), 
lie' kpplried to a'bell whidh hungin the 
center of the room, > and after the waiter 
had repeated the prbnrtife of Coming !— 
'Cdmingl-^about ten times, he aAually 
' ''^ i z made 
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made his entrance^ an4 wa3 as per}: per- 

pendicularyan appearance SA qo|ild be 

well jcqnccived. The grocer ordered a 
nrjoll plentiful and folid banquetj .wifely 

confidering that, as the charges were to 

be divided into three equal (bares, and 

- as it was likely there* would, in reality, 

be no great occafion for ; more than one 

knife and fork, which knife and fork 

would be nearefl: to the fides of his own 

plate, the expence, upoa the whole, 

cou 13 not be greater to bimjelf than if 

|ie had purchafed^;/^^ a very moderate 

fupper/ 

While the fupper was, drefling, I 

could not but * take a review of the 

grocer, who, inftead of droopipg undqr 

the fatigues of, his corpukpcf,ortthp 

laflitudc which, naturally f^jcce^ds .a 

journey, vas all hope, eagernefe, and 

expe£tation4 He. began to handle the 

jcnife, called fpr a whet-ftone, tucked 9 

towel 



r 



LIBEitAL OPri^rbl^S, 173' 

Mwel -under his chin, finacked hi$ lips 
m echo to the cork ; bad us take notice \ 
of the ftains in thcf bottle, and fct the I 
vAni before thherfire\ tn this fituation'*' 
hc*faf, ^nd'f»Hcfi& an elbow ' chair— ^as 
fific a figure for- the pencil of Hogarth, 
or for Reynolds (if Reynolds cl?o/e to' 
^oniihAn 'th^4uMcrdusy) as ever pre*' 
iented itfetf-to^the irtta^ifriatiott of ge- ' 
niuk '>H6 Wa^ ^'^fqiiaft, tHieJd, 'difpro- * 
portlbned, pufEfeg' rOturtdityV Ms* face 
had that joUy pltimpne(s, which buries 
every natural matk of^^meaning in greafy 
vacuity. In thi Hfiiddl^of'thaft face were 
fet 4W0 eyesj whichl fWam in a ftdpid ' 
fluid, that fepmed tb 4e a diftillatioit ' 
from tallQw r-^and at the bottom was A 
chin which uAufually broadened from 
the unJerj^w downwaf-ds; fo that inftead 
of terminating in a peak, was rolled up 
at the bottom into a round pellet of 
fle(h| under which hung thofe coUops 

1 3 that 
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^'that dtftinguifl]^ men of hi$.habir. The. 
thicknefs of his hands were by no means 
proportioned to thfir leagth^ nof,.l¥ai * 
tl^ere any ipa<:€? from the car ,to tli^ .- 
ihoulderi for a qord^ |hk1 it bteen hi^ . 
fate to be elevated ; foch was the per^ 
fonage that now waddled — I wiU noc 
venture to fay wal|t^dr--iniQ the kinchcn*. 
with a r^eiplutioft t^ haften ^e co^k i iRnf ^ 
haying -waited weajP Mf a^ J^iu^^ he cio** 
clared that if \ip 9^^y^^?iYt ^imlttt 
longer, he flioqtd eu^~w$^i&hisap{^ti(^>. 
aod then;ihoL|ld, 1^ be ablte tO'Cttt s • 
morfeli thoMgli (he. waa» he ojuft owobi'. 

vsfl;ly f<M>4iPf* fiAi' l0ved roaft fowJ be-*'. 

• ygmd a«y thing, t^ w^% ipi€ted, doated 
ujon cold h^m, admired real cutlets,. • 
ha4 no objection to pi^on pyey aild 
tl}ought minqed veal, vei^y tol^^abk. r 
He had npt difappeaf ejd nriorj? . than . t^ea 
minutes before the kitchen was in an upf^ 

' roar, and the waiter cam^ pipping into^ . 

the 
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the room to acquaint us, that our 
friend wouW certainly be murdered, 
if we did irot immediately carry him ofK 
We buttled into the kitchen, which 
now prefcntcd'sc fcene of cariciature and 
conftrfion, fo truly ridiculous, that it 
requires the peris of the immortal Field- 
ing and Smollett to do it juftice. It ' 
demands a chapter to itfelf. 



.\* 
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The grocer was (tending in his Ihirc 
offering to box with tlie beft in the 
place> the cook was brandifhing the 
batter, the landlord was threatening to^ 
deftroy the earcafe of the grocer, an- 
half-pay olRcer 'With^ oiie'irtw, wa& 
clapping our hoft upon the back, the 
houfe-dog held' tlie grtocier by the 
breeches^ and the hotteis wais^ ehcob^ 

I 4 raging 
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raging Tiger to keep his Jiold. It was 
fotne time before wc could learn the oc- 
cafion of the fray, for the combatants 
rather grew more violent than tranquil, 
cfpecially when the grocer oftentatioufly 
fworc that he could buy tKe whole 
houfe, and afterwards have more money 
to fparc than any man in company. 
This touched the fon of the fword, 
whofe face became immediately regi^ 
mental, and marching up to the grocer, 
fnapped his fingers againft that promi- 
nent piece of flc(h which nature had 
given him for a nofe; and which, tin- 
ufe4 to that rigid and foldier-like. falu- 
tation, ipouted a copious dream, wliich 
bppainted ' the prodigious breadth of 
linen which covered his carcafe. The 
grocer however, by no means fickened 
at the fight of blood, buf grew more 
fangulne in his refentment, ' for he now 
daihed his f^fts .about like- a fury- — his 

blows 



i;iBERAL OPINIONS, i^^ 

blows were indeed given at random, 
becaufe he was obliged tb hold bis head 
down- to prevent drinking his own blood. 
In oneofth^fe blows it happened, that 
his tremendous paw fell upon the jaws 
of the landlady, who catching him by 
the ear, bvcrlet his wig, and difcover- 
ing a fat ncw-fliorn pate, did fo deco- 
rate it 'with the crimfon'marks of her de- 
licate nails, that in lefs than three 
minutes, his head- pefem bled a new 
ploughed fielld, only that the furrows 
vtrere red infkead of being earth-coloiir. 
The landlord had .now an opportunity 
to reinforce his wifc«— the captain gave 
the word of -command. Tiger roar'd 
out'maihly in the midft, arid the cook 
ennpticd the drippingpan upon the back 
of the mifcrable' grocer, whofe life was 
now io critically circumftanccd, that 
had not the .officery by declaring the 
vidory was. coaipletely gained,, put att 
' ' I 5 end 
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end to the contentioili ht rouft afluredly 
have given up the ghoft. This dreadful 
fracas (as is often the cafe) arofe from a 
very trifling beginning: upon the 
grocer's entering the kitchen^ he 
thought proper to afiume the authority 
of a man of very confiderable confe- 
quence, and began by acquainting the 
cook, that though he chofe to travel in 
a ftage^ he was not to be trifled withj as 
he could pay for a ccta<;h> and. fix if her 
thought fit,, adding^ he believed few 
that travelled the road knew better 
what good ufage was. He then found 
fault with the cutlets, which he faid 
were too thick and too red — complained 
that the fowl was an old hen, for that 
her legs were as well guarded as a fight- 
ing cock's, and that the fire wjis abun- 
dantly too fierce, and would fcorch 
before it warmed through : upon this, 
he fallied to the falt-box, and was pro* 

ceeding 
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Ceding to empty" th€ contents upore 
the coab, when the landlady (thougk 
^ not ah ill-tempered woman) thought 
her province of Icolding her own ler- 
vants fo cruelly invaded that Ihc defired 
him, in no very gentle voice, tbdefiftj 
and on His refufing the requeft tJie hoft 
himfelf interpofcd, till at lall: the grocer 
(recollediing how well he had fccured 
the maincbancey and taking from thetice 
a pride of heart,' which frequently ema- 
nates from a full purfe), he told the 
landlord he was an iH-bred faucy rafcal, 
«id that he was a better man than ever 
ftood in his houfe.. This being aTcen-' 
fijre that involved cvtry one prefent^* 
the aforefeid harmlefs * oflieei' thought" 
himfelf aggrieved, and apf)rOaching the 
gro<?er, chucked him under the chin :' 
bur unluckily the grocert mouth bein* 
then opened by anger, thofe two rancres" ' 
of bony fortification caught his tongue>* 

16 till 
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till he almaft funk to the earth with the 
yioknce. of the pain. And this it waj& 
that made him difrobe himfelf^ and 
Hand in the pofture we at firft found 
him I fy hich, though h<froic, was rather 
unfortunate, ^s fomebody (in the hurry 
apdheatx)f battle, perhaps to prevent 
their being made bloody) had moved off 
with hh fnuff-coloured coat, and black 
>^elyct ^id^ft-coaft. » The engagement 
was however at length over, and we led 
our champion (iwt indeed in triuniph,^ 
but leaning upon the arm of me, and 
the gentleman in mourning) into the 
roon?, with fuch a burlefque alteration 
of figure, that benevolence itfelf muft 
have fmiled, as Ihe pitied him. 

The idea even of fupper, was now 
Jiis laft ideas his firft was that ofwatcr, 
tp walh away his ftains -, his fecond, a 
bed to foothe his brpiies. The land- 
lady was now. rather appeafed, and per- 
mitted 
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mitted the chambcrbin to (hew the ptk>r 
devil to bed. Vowing, howev.er, Ihe 
would make him pay fmartly for it in. 
the morning. As foon as the grocer 
was gone, the gentleman in mourning 
obferved, that people of low education, 
and little minds, were always capable of 
a filly oftenfibility, that fooner or later 
brought them into difgrace. Having 
fpeot a few minutes more in ^contem- 
plating the vanity of this odd and dif- 
gufting chara&er, and promifing to 
rife early to purfue our journey, wc 
parted for the night. 



« » 
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« 

Our reft was interrupted at the dawn. 
The quakpr, however, complained that 
he was ill. The ^ocer was tolerably 
mended, but fwore he would not ftir a 

fool 
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ibot tUl he recovered everr thins he- 
had loft^ from the biicuits in his pocket> 
to the minutcft hair in his peruke. A9> 
this meflage was brought us, a chatie 
and four, which had been travelling alf 
night, eantie rattling into the yard, be- 
fore which came two fervants, and one 

was at the tail of it. The whole houie 

J- 

(early as it was,) got out of their beds^ 
and hurried to the cbaife^doof; the 
bells rang as if the houft was on fipe^ 
Vhd his banaur was ferenaded into the 
beft room, by about a dozen domeftics.^ 
The gentleman in biack £ud he knew" 
' the traveller. Heavens \ faid I> what 
a buftle is here about an individual in- 
deed. Ay, fir, replied my friend, (for 
fuch I began to wifh he was) there is an 
invariable rule for thefe things ^ a chaife 
and pair commands aStentimj a chaife 
and faur enforces homage, but a chaife 
wd Jf;t dadois aJ$raiim. Nor is rius 

X obedience 



c^dftnct paid ib^ often to diQ i per-) 
fonages wiitfeiqi as to the idea of tibci 
tJHag itfelf ; w^ travel in d comn^n 
ftagjej 'tis lb mechanical a conveyance,- 
that as the waiter and la^lords expe&. 
l^tt;^^ thcjf 1ft \a9 come in, and ^ cr«t^, 
as |»caceay^ ^ if we Were thepaflS^Dgerd^ 
of 4 wa^^. If we were to go poft,, 
we (hould be ufed m a different ftyle» 
aad 'tifi tfn to. one if the poftilions^ 
(i^bpihave a taaiQr in fitting b^foi^ 
tbejjr fi|fie]([i0rs>) do not tranfntiit a lye 
from oniQ to pother, that we are princes 
iiaicog. To tcU you the truth (faid I). 
r am heartily tired of nay old concipa* 
n^ionSi from whom I have, already gained 
a3 much koowkdge, as if I were to 
travel with th^m to the world's end* 
and for once (if you will bear me com* 
pany) I will purchafe a )itcte attenlion 
upon the road^^ by performing the reft , 

^ of 
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of our journey in chaifes.: With all^ 
my heart, faid the gehtlehian.' ' ' 

After drinking a glafs of vrami winei* 
and having taken leave of our former^ 
fellow-travellers, We got into a neat 
carriage, which roUed iwdjr brifkly on ' 
the road to Lond6n i but nbt before'^ 
nve hf d run the gauntlet thr^gh a new ' 
fct of iitipoftors, and fatisfied the de- 
mands of 4II tbofe who bang round the 
wheels of an ha<*khey th a We* 'At this ! 
additional eharge, I expreflfed my* far-^ 
prize : Be not alarmed, repli^ the -gen- 
tleman, but think you ffdf very Well 
off, for if you ,bad clapt another pair of 
holies to the carriage, the expe^tions 
of the fervants would have been raifed 
in proportion* Ay, and' I can tell 
you, the perfon we faw ftep out of the 
chaife and four, paid fomething extra, 
for his gold binding upon the faddle- 
cloths^ and even for the trimming upon 

his 



his waiftcoat ; though that laft circum- 
llance has loft its prilliiie dignity in a 
great degree, fince our barbers, taylors^ 
and other crafts, have ipf • Ute yeafs 
helaced themfelves from top tQ bott<xn^ \ 
whenever they make an excurfioii into ^ 
the country. Yet gold, either in or 
out of the pocket, will always have an j 
inftuence. Then refpedt of this kind.: 
is really 'to be bought, faid. I. Not; 
only of this kind, rejoined the gentle- [ 
man, but of almoft every other. The 
interchange of all ordinary civilities, is.; 
a ; mere verbal traffic, and as to com- ) 
pliments upon gay appearances, they 
are fo extremely markeUbUy that the 
bargain and fale at Smithficld is not 
more in the latef efbufin^^ 



CHAP, 



/" 
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• - * 

Wheilerer the gentleman in Mack 
fpoke, there ipras fo rauch ferenity ami 
good fenfc in hi& remarks, fliadcd^ and 
as it were foftened by feme latent anxi- 
ety, that I owp my curiofity was ex- 
tremely excited to know more about 
hite. HSs perfon was^ taH and fpare; 
his complexion extremely pak, and 
fomewhai tingSd with a faintifti yellow : 
there waS' » pathetic penfive caft in hts 
ey^s, that rather denoted the languors 
oft intcffa-nt uneafinefs, than the dead- 
nefs- of diflipation j and the ruins of a 
fmile, -which af^arcd to be conftUu^ 
tionaly gave a^philanthropy to his face, 
which defied the depredations of forrow 
and time. 

The fun now had rifen above the 
clouds^ and promifed us an agreeable 

'• ' dayi 



LlB:EI|At:OPINlQIfB. 189 

d^y ; and the face of nature, eveir inthc 
disclinc of theyearg appeared bright 
znd h^mtiM^r T^b^m ere fev caJsn^i 
rmti^^ f^ &^%> 9^ %^ faterl&feTaft0/ 
a> to^ Lq^v^ u& t^Hiif: idfonfifair to the . 
npagic of a fine mornio^. A warm fun,' 
a. clc^r flcy, the charm <xf vegetation^; 
t^ meJM^. ^tnongft- the bjranEhe^ Jtb^ 
r(:(ltQfl|9V££^' from^ thei .i&^W repofiv 
ap4itfa«;^Qf^^%€!f l^rouoding pkht^,; 
are fufEc.ieHC' to. rdttx the woe qfntlw 
moft melancholy traveller. Such were 
their force at prefent, that every feature 
of my cotQ^iuon tiniienfelsnt a chear- 
ful alteration. He always fpoke brfore 
i| » ^mieiv^ voice, but (as Ihc hbw 
Ud rae obliervd how fortunue we weret 
in- Qur weather^), thci^ wa8> a: degree of 
tk^ i^it ^.ploafure in his accent^ wbich^ 
s^pears to be infpired hj any: fo^deiD 
fatt$fai6kion of the heart. I improved) 
tbia htii«>ur by torpiag our dtfcouify 

into 
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into aa entertaining channel: and it 
will be ibon feen tbat ' this gentleman 
(whofe name I found to- be 'Greaves} 
was miifter of every fiibjeA) had thought'- 
nmcb and ri^fy:, anci hski^tontempltited ^ 
every point defervinrg contemplation^ ^ 
widi an accuracy, a tafte, and an ele^- 
gaiicei ' peculiar to men ^tiich ha\re^ 
Qoighr: inftr\i£)ion from leilbns of -life^^ 
a ibber exe^cife .^f Uhe underftandingi,^ 
and ai judicious' couric of ftudy • 



o 
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The fatisfaftion, fir, faid I^ thatt I 
fcdrfrwn our favourablis weather, ia^ 
much heigkt€3ied by finding m]^elf fe-- 
lievdd O^cmr/the rionfenfejof iHhy foitmfer^ 
Q€nl)pa'Dions r[pra^iw^at d6 fbuthiiik^ 
<Jf them ? I fthinkr of tfa^m^i replied M^. » 

GrMve3i-aa of mcniipofieding /^4/'kiiiil^ 

c.i.i of 
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,<ilf^knQ^fedgei[ which; coofem a kap- 
. pijaefe vfuiWd to the cwrfehels,/'and il 
-.ha4 aSjT^Qft'faid— to the i^vulncrableneft 
. of tbeir fc^ings. Each is, happy ac- 
. cordiag to the habits of his life : 

, \ : , ; . .;j I . . ^ ■ 1 i ^ .11 

. Sonjp pla^ die; WMs in a^dn^ foiacsinerfe, 

Thofc .call it^plcafuxe, apd contentment i^eft. 

Some funk to beafts, find plpafure end in pain; 

Some fweU'd to Gods, confefs ev'n virtue vain; 

Or indolent, to each extreme they fall, 
' To truft in every thing, or doubt in alK ' \ 
« Each happy in his owir,- '&ci &c. * * 






•But you have r^ad Mn Pope, In 
fhort, fir, the grocer and qu^ker are ^ 
freih, and by ho means a weak inftance, 
^of a great truth, I* have long mam- 
tariried, ay, arid at the expence of mahy 
a warm argument. 

Pray what is it ? "Why, jimply this^ 

Education is all in all. 

:- . - >v. .. .:n;: . Ifcarc^ 
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I fcarce oompre-^ii^e^mc Jwve, fir, 
fiid Mr. Greaves, putting Ms twoibre- 
fifigtrs lightly on my breaft, J hliVe 
feen this vforld (ahd that is a bold wovd 
to fay) from top «p bottomi and'^ave 
now paft upwards of forty-three yearSj 
I <ntght have fand forty-^-fix, in « Jttua* 
lion which threw me at drfFerent periods 
amongft all ranks of people. The 
-rcfult of my whole experience is this— • 
but my meaning is fo prettily expreflcd 
by one of our preici^t dr^n\atic poets, 
that, though I am no friend in general 
to quotations, I cannot in this cafe refift 
it. It is in the . feAtimental j>lay of 
Zara^ to the beft.of my -memory rheie 
ar^ the words, rwhich are intended sfi 
an apolo^ for apoftacy : 

^ I fee too plainly, ciiftom forms us all : 
Our 'thoughts, our morals, our mbft tixM 

belief. 
Ate cofifequences of our place of birth : 

Bom 
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Born beyond Ganges — I had Ijeen a Pagan j 
Iii France a Chri/fian — ^I afnhere z Saracen. 
^Tis but ihftruSion all J Our parent's hand 
TVrites on our hearts the firft faint characters, 
^Vhich timi retracing, deepens into ftrismgth 
^ That nothing can efface^ but death, oritcav'n.** 

la thefe Tmes there is not ioor^ poet^ 
than truth, and toith which extends 
from pale to pole. Amindunaccuttenned 
to remark, or inexperienced in lifir, 
. cannot readily conceive liow furprifingly 
tf //, or to fpeak modeftly, inqfi peqpie 
are influenced by common cuftqm aiyi 
tearly inftrudtion, it h indeed a pro- 
verb with us, a proverb in .€yei:y 
niouth, that ^^ ufc is fecond natut^''' 
few fearch farther into this msitser, thm 
juft to repeat the ^xpreffion^ aqd th)q||e 
ieave it. Every one know® and k^ 
tiie {^Gty and that is fufficient to <¥!• 
dence its uni yerfality : but I, who haw 
occafionally 'delighted ix^ philosophic 

ftudies. 
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ftudieS, and particularly in cleariag 

truth from the abominable rubbim of 

.1 

feveral antiquated axioms, have taken 
ibme pains ; but they foon*became ex- 
tremely pleafing: to trace the pointy 
contained in the lines I have juft fpoken, 
^'VCry minutely; and, from the ciofcft, 
and the cooleft inveftigation I am led 
to believey that an infihite quantity of 
that which paflcs in the world for vice 
•and virtue-«-obferve I fpeak not of na^ 
'tural good or * evil— is totally the opc- 
-ratibn of habit, the cfonfequence of 
-euftom, or the Tefult of education. 1 
have, indeed, fomeWhat mifplaced them. 
The firft fliould be laft ; for education 
fimprefl^s up6n ^s a peculiar modus, or 
Jfyftem of thinking— that rjrftcrh iS, ge- 
' heraUy conformable to the bigdted cuf- 
toms of a country, and thofe cuftoms, 
naturally, and almoft neccffarily Aide 
into cftablifli^d habits, which, ibr tftfc 
'' moft 
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moSt part, cling clofely to us, till they 
are torn away hy the difemhracing 
grafp of 4eath« 



A P, XXXI, 



I am quite a trhild, fir, faki f, !« 
fuch fpeculations : 1 cmnot dearly— 

I will endeavour to explain myfelf, 
rejoined the gentleman, with great 
good-nature. 

Mr. Pope obferves that, at the twig 
is bent, the tree's inclined. How beau* 
tiful and how jaftly, was k faid ? The 
colour of our future fortune greatly de* 
pisnds upon a few ^gbt circumftantes, 
that attend -us in our ftuffery'''^xccp^ 
lions you know are admitted. But> 
pray, rail to mind your friends j ^fopie 
are in bufinel^ others are trained to 
pleafure^ 

VoLv L K But 
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But let us take the trouble of per^ 
ibnifyingy let us imagine an inftance* 
Suppofe then^ a child born under every 
favourable event of temporal prolperity i 
the father rich, and the mother beau- 
tiful : its cradle is foft and dpwny, its 
pap is made of the whiteft bread -, and 
every accommodation that the little 
ftran^er demands, is furnifhed with the 
pipil pompous parade, and in the 
higheft pcrfeftiom . It will not be long 
before thck/ofinejis will have fo great 
an inBueace upon the body,, that the 
infant muft imbibe from thefe bleflings^ 
an idea of luxury* This idea will be 
conftantly recurring, and every day's 
jUuftration of the points which firft pro- 
duced it, will expand upon the imagi- 
nation,, which, like the pafiions and 
appetit^9, is no foe to delicacies. Volup- 
tuous im^es thus aflbciated, are eafily 
admitted into the young hearty and every 

thing 



I 
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thing that did not correfpond with 
thofc images, would in proportion, be 
^ejefted. Accuftomed to the light and 
ipacious apartnientSi he would liot ven« 
ture into a dark pafiage without his 
nurfe or governante. 

Suppofe, on the other hand, a child> 
the offspring of laborious and indigent 
.parents ; its birth is efFeded upon the 
ftraw. Or on facking without curtains ; 
the wind blows hard through the cafo- 
inent j the mother lies down c6ntented 
with her fmall^beer caudle^ and on the 
'third or fourth day, fhe is up, and 
dandling the babe upon her knee^ or 
dancing it in her arms. 

The mother of the other, meanwhile^ 
is gradually recovering from the pains 
^ i)f labour, upon a couch of down j (lops 
up every crevice of air, *' left the 
breeae of heaven fliould viGt her too 
roughly." Dare not rife till flie is fu£^ 

K 2 ficiently 
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ficicntly weakened by the forms of a 
fkfhionable lying-iAy as it is in this cafe 
emphatically called 5 and at laft, after 
much effort, and more ceremony, flic ' 

ventures abroad, on fome aufpicious, 
fun-(hiny day, under the fortification of 
cloaks, hoods, and handkerchiefs, juft 
to take an airingj with the glaffes of her \ 

carriage drawn up, and then returns to 
her chamber, (hivering at thofe gales, 
which fan the face of the poor woman, 
who inhales them as the moft natural 
reftoratives of health and beauty. 

About the time that the rich child 
begins to know the delicacy of its con- 
dition, the foor one would find itfclf 
promifing and hardy, and in fome de- 
grce inured to the ftorms of life. Let 
them be at this period each five years 
old ; the one has acquired a fenfation of 
foftnefe, the other an habit of hardinefs. 
Suppofe then, about this time, it were 

poffible 
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poflible for thenv to change fituations* 
The pennylefs lad fhall go into the 
warm villa, the rich ftripling into the 
cold cottage j— what would be the con- 
fequence ? Exaftly the fame as if the 
two mQibers and fathers were to ex- 
change. All would be diftrefs, di^ 
|emma, confufion, and aukwardnefs; 
the pampered youth would croud over 
the wretched bit of a blaze made by 
two (ticks, laid acrofs a brick ; and the 
lad wh? was bred in a tempeft, and 
feafoned po wind and weather, would 
very probably tofs his plaything againft 
the fine faj(h*window to let in the air. 
and prevent fufFocation. 

Thus far I have fpoken with refpedk 
to the influence of early habits upon 
the hdy.,\j^t us now fee what effe^ 
they have upon the mind. The con- 
nexion betwixt our mortal and immortal 
t, is far clofer than betwixt man and 

K 3 wife* 
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wife. Nothing caiv befall the one^ that 
is indifferent to the other: fympathy 
implanted by nature is powerfully reci- 
procated ; and the tie is at once tender^ 
and forcible. Confequently, the minds 
of thofe two boys, muft be affected 
very fenfibly by their refpeft-ivo educa^ 
tions and €ufioms. As they grow up, 
thofe cuftoms will fo ftrengthen, that 
nothing but *^ deathy or beavei^* can 
reconcile them to an innovation, either 
in thought, w^rd, or deed. The^^er 
boy, having heard nothing but unpo* 
lifhed language, eat nothing but coarfe 
food, and paflbd his day amongft clowns, 
and cattle, will continue in the track, 
and if^ by any unluely ftroke of chance, 
he is cdled to new purfuits, his mifery 
«)uft be dated! froto th* day in which he 
deftrted the fpade, the ploughihare, of 

the flail. 

.... -Tht 
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The rich bay, in the mean time, rifci 
into man, amidft the tlsfli of carriagefi^ 
the comfort of couchesi and tbeiuxufieS' 

« 

of lazinefs. His cars are accuftomed 
to mufic, fafliion, and flattery; his 
eyes are daily charmed with objeds of 
diflipatiom ol' delight. * No pt3flible ac- 
cident could be more fatal to his peace, 
than a fudden deprivation of thefe plea- 
fures. Take him again into the hu^ 
he finds himfelf like a fifli upon land, 
out of his element : the greateft trans- 
ports of the peafant, are to him agony^ 
and every thing around, andwithm 
him, is as ftrange as if he had ftept 
into a new world. Why is all this ?— 
Merely becaufe they have been taught 
to think, and feel, and aft diflTcrentlyi. 
Pit the other hand — but I muft< tire 
you, fir — 

I am concerned, returned I,; Mr. 
Greaves Ihould think an apology ne- 

K. 4 ceffary 
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ceflary for beftowing upon me the 
greateft pleafure upon earth* 

Mr. Greaves paufed a litclej bowed, 
and proceeded^ 



I 



CHAP. xxxn. 

The ardour of your fentimcnts> fir, 
becomes your age^ and I am pleafed 
with your compliment, becaufc i per- 
ceive it is the cffervcfcencc of a fincere 
heart — I was going to fay, that if — but 
we will proceed to our more familiar 
illuftrations ! — Imagine that when thefe 
children were five weeks old, the mo- 
ther of the pooreft, reduced to extreme 
ncceflity, puts her Tnfant in a baiket, 
and lays it at the door of a perfon equally 
celebrated fcTr wealth and benevolence 
~the gentleman takes it into his houfe, 
clothes^ feeds^ and educates it as his own 

—that 
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**~that very infant which with the pa^ 
rent would be the lout I hare defcribed, 
would with its frotedor be as different 
a creature as cQuld exiilr His pains^ 
pain^ns, pleafures, and ideas^ totally 
reverfed — imagine likewife that fome 
gypfey fteals^ or kidnaps^ as it is called, 
the rich child from the cradle^ and 
ftroUs with it up and down the country i- 
it will hay£ i(9' education \n the open 
air^ its lodging in a barn^ and its dirty 
diet under a hedge* Probably it will 
imbibe the ciaft and fubtkty of the 
gypfey> and: licnit its utmoft arhbitioa 
to trick the traveller out. of fixpence, 
^rofi the palno with filver, and tell the 
events which have happened (or are ftill 
to be .brought forward) by the line of 
life. Thus^ in every other inftance, 
(with a few peculiar exceptions,, that 
have nothing to do with general rules), 

K s babi^ 
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habit and education form the mif>d, and 
colour the human charaftcr.^-- 

But how does this influence, what 
we cail virtue and vice ? faid I — Vipftie 
and vice, (rejoin*d the gentleman), are 
as dependent upon external as internal 
Qircumllances : they are properties not 
more hereditary than adventitious and 
artificial j nor do they iffuc more front 
the heart than from habit. -^- You afto-* 
niih me, I replied, — You arc now (cried 
he), at the period of human life, whea 
curiofity is often caught in furprizes. 
Experience will teach you to hear what 
now feems ftrange, without emotion, f 
have faid nothing but what will too ibotf 
be intelligible. — 

Piay go on, fur— pray go on— 



1 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 



•There are, doubxlefs— refumed 



the gentleman — fome conftitutions fb 
adapted by nature to virtue, that no 
troubles, fituations, or temptations, can 
fubdue, or extirpate, their amiable pro- 
pcnfities ■ but ninety nine times but 

pf a hundred^ a charader takes its biaai 
and bearing: from mere tuition, and the 
line it is cither led or thrown into, in 
the 6rfl: ftage of the human journey. If 
there are no innate ideas, fir, it follows 
that the niind of every .new-born babe 
is equally pure — If there are thofe in- 
fantine feeds of the underftanding and 
little embrios of intelledt — they arc 
eafily turned into what channel the pa- 
rent thinks proper— -fb that I cannot 
but think the father of a family one of 
the moft aweful charges ypon earth : 

K 6 '' oui- 
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our parent's hand 



Writes on out hearts the firft faint charailexs-^ 
Which time retracing cleegcns into ftrcngth J" 

After wWcfi^. 

Nothing can efface tHemybut death. or heaven^ 

Yet we behohl> &id i, many chiidrea 
unlike^ their parents^ both good and 
bad. Itis^adnittted, faid*Mf. Greaveat 
3iet yott vfiR, ar the fame time^ cbkrve^ 
where the* notions of paicnts- and chil^ 
dreob are dUfimilary the difltmUitude 
arifesu Bather from difference of agts^ ot 
improper culture^ than any diing elfe^ 
in geaeral children arenoc liker in fea^ 
turc84 than habits^ and I* do afTure you 
fsLwUf^miuis areas ofteni tranfmieted as 
fiMniIy-/tf^x; There is a^tradability in 
youths which ntceives kke fnow^ every 
imprefilte*— and^it is aknefb a» dUficuIl 
•0 erafe the ia)pcefllon of ane as th« 
ether :: uodaog^, hut heaven, caa efTedk 
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iu — If a fbft is trained up early to de* 
cency of manners^ and has the example 
of dignity living and moving before his 
eyes (unlefs his tcrnper is particularly 
untoward) he will turn out an eleganc 
charafter— If he is trained up in: difFe- 
jrcnt principles, he will a6t accordingly. 
— TheHoydei^Mdthe Prude, amon^ 
the other fex> 'take not their «int of 
charadler one time in ten &om nature, 
but from a negk<ft early to give them^ » 
proper idea of deportments But yet> 
laid 1, very fedate women have romp*- 
ing, runawsgr daughters, and very pru- 
dent fathers have very perverfc fons.— * 
J mean, (replied Mr. Greaves), tbjfay 
no -more than this> that, generally 
fpeaking,, men and women a£t and 
think as they are taugllt whilil they are 
only able to lifp out their meaning-*-* 
that education- will have fome influence 

,pa the jQQoft abandoned i andthat^upo^ 

/ the 
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the whole, virtue and vice depend veiy 
tcflentially on our primary fentiments 
and examples ; which, whether good or 
ill, will externatty* attend us in fimte 
meafure, through all poflible tranfitions . 
from the time we leave our cradles^ to 
the time we fhall be depofited in our 
coffins-^Ifl have not'4yearied you^ we 
will mw lee how far !iabit^ infiuences 
our judgments in the great*and import 
tant article of repMtaiiom. 
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I Men to you, fir, (faid I) with jcf, 
and only lament that I am contributing 
to your fatigue, at the time that I 
am receiving fuch a fund of enter** 
tainment. 

' •«— -Habit, my young friend, faid 
the gentlesaao^ operates^ witl^ equal 

energy 
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energy upon man and bcaft. I could 

cafily produce evidences of the faft^ 

by cafting an eyetipon the very horfcs 

ao^ engaged in the dtitiful drudgery 

of dragging us along, and upon the 

herds and flocks which are grazing or 

fporting befide us : but we will confine 

ourfelves to our own fpecics, which are 

certainly the-moft interefting objetSs of 

speculation. I was about to obferve, 

that Cuftom has much to do with our 

charafters. There are certain aftions^ 

fo naturally and palpably, good, or evil^ 

that neither fophiftry, nor flander, nor 

addrefs, can either injure, mend, or 

mar them. To qtieftion the light at. 

lK>on day, or the dark in the zenith of 

the' night, would argue a malady be« 

yond madnefs : fo in like manner ta 

difpute, whether downright wicktdnefi 

is wickcdncfs, and evident excellence /> 

excellence^ would be a lunacy in ethics, 

6) 
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fo abfurd^ that the poetical frenzy of \ 
poor Lee would be cool argument to it 
^--on the other handj my good firj if 
you live and mi's long with maukifid, 
you will find many of your fellow-crca^ 
turesj pining away exiftence under the 
lafhcs^— ^he bleedinglaihes of reproach^ 
merely becaufe it is the cufiom to call 
one thing right and another wrongs 
without tracing either to the bottom. 
It is a maxim that the Vox Populij is 
the Vox Dei — that (as you know it is 
tranflated) " what every body fays muft 
** be true*'* I know nothing fo deferv- 
ing refutation as a coUeAion of thofe 
old faws and proverbs, which, acquiring 
force from antiquity, and eftimatioa 
from ruft — ^for there are virtuofos in ' 

letters^ as well as in coins— are at 
length conlidered as utterly incpntefti-t 
ble. Now, certain I am, that upon 
an examination into thofe very nnaxima 

4 "^ 



I/IBERAL OPINIONS, ao^ 

\rc put fo much credit ii>, fonac will 
turn out futile, fome difputable, and 
many unfaithful — for minute fcrutinies 
ive have not time: it ViU be fufficient 
to look into thai 1 have juft mentioned, 
and there is none more implicitly be- 
lieved. " What every body fays muft 
^^ be true/ VI have myfelf feen many 
inftances to difprove this 5 but I fhall 
beg your acceptance of one which is 
now uppermoft in my memory, — A 
young gentleman of my particular ac- 
quaintance, has for fome time been de- 
fertcd by his old companions, and 
branded as a man of unfteady princi- 
ples, whofe heart I know to abound 
with all thofe fenfibilities which have 
hurried him as it were into the vortex 
of liberality, till he is become an ob- 
ject of liberality himfelf. He has thofe 
glowing feelings, and fentiments, which 
do at once honour and ferviccji to hu- 
man 



fio LIBERAL OPINIONS* 

man nature: notwithftanding which^ 
like poor Mn Blewitt (wliofe hiftoiy 
was recited by the grocer) embarafi^ 
ments bare befet him, and the world 
fets him down an undom man. The 
world gets hold of a prcjudiec, and 
then it is called Vox Dei. The Vox 
PopuH, is given as the fentiment of 
evtry-hadyy and thus many reputation^ 
ftre miftaken and miirepreiented^ which 
defcrrc a better fate. There are va* 
rious perfons likewife now particularly 
reprobated for a few indelicate concef^ 
fions^ to which neccffity may, in viO"*^ 
lence of their better judgments, have 
conftrained them to yield, who (had 
they poffeffed happier circumftances) 
would have made a much more rclpeft- 
able figure than thofe which now mark 
them with infamy. Many an unfortunate 
female too, at this time wandering up 
and down the itrcets— many an infulted 
* ' and 
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and deferring charafter— But I am 
rambling too mifceIlaneoufly~I feel 
myfclf a little weary — Hcigho— 

Here the gentleman flopped abruptly 
- — His couhtenance became fuddenly 
clouded — his lip quivered — his eye re- 
mained fixed ; ahd clafping his handi 
forcibly together, * he at length burft in- 
to tears. — After he a little recovered 
himfelf— he caught mc hold by the 
arm, and exclaimed— Oh! fir—my 
dau^ter I my daughter !-HnoyAlmcria I 



CHAP. XXXV, 

I ani now compofed, my young friend 
*— the idea of a domeftic misfortune 
obtruded itfelf upon me, and I could 
not help feeling the ftroke of humanity 
•—of nature, and a father — Heaven 1 
cried I,— you diftradt me. I wasr about 

to 
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to take notice^ replied Mr. Greaves—^ 
of one cruelty in the Vox Populi, which 
is certainly againft every notion of the 
Vox Dei. 'Tis the cuftom, fir, to 
abandon the weakeft part of our ipecies^ 
for ibaf ruin which the artifices of our 
jcx have perpetrated ; nor can any fu- 
ture repentance remove the fcnfe of their 
error, or rcftore them to the bofoms of 
more fortunate women : 

« They fct like ftars to rife no more/*— 

I had a wife, fir, with whom I have 
mourned many years,— though I buried 
her but fix weeks ago — She died of a 
broken heart, and there was, I affure 
you, — a woe in the family big enough 
to break it. — About eleven years ago, 
lir, an only child was taken from me 
—I was robbed of her by a man whom 
I held the nearcft to my heart — and for 

five 
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five years it has been my inccflant bu- 
fincfs to recover my darling, but in 
vain. My wife fell into a deep and 
rapid confumption, and I was obliged 
to refidc with her in the country — She 
grew worfe and weaker every hour— 
but two days before fhe refigned her 
laft breath — we received (by a Ipecial 
meflenger) a packet— how fliall I fpeak 
it — from — from my beloved — mifguid- 
ed — repenting wanderer! — ^The poor 
thing had (the better to perfuadc) thrown 
the pathetic parts of her ftory into 
poetry. — ^But that which delighted' mc 
more — ^far more— jthan all the reft^— and 
which would have more magic for a 
parent's heart, than the poetry of a 
Milton— was an attefted account from 
a man of reputation, that my child was 
a£hially at laft under the protefbion of 
that noble inftitution which offers an 
afylum to infulted penitence* In the 

firft 
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firft tranfport, I could not conceal the 
news from my wife, but Ihe had onlf 
power to prefs the paper, trembling to 
her bofom, and feebly lifted up her eyes 
to heaven— the reft — you muft fparc 
me, fir, upon the tender fubjeA— fhe 
Is dead! — Ihe is in heaven 1 — 

The poor gentleman covered his face 
in his handkerchief, and I have no words 
to dcfcribe my own feelings,— 

CHAP. XXXVL 

—When Mn Greaves could again 
lift up has head"--he told me, that haY'* 
ing trufted to the ground the remains of 
liis wife, he was now going to vifit his 

long-lofl: daughter, who was in he 

ftop t ' r ■ ■ a nd I was unwilling to en- 
large upon the fubjeft, though I defired 
naoft ardently to fee the poetry he (poke 

of-^But for the prefeot we dropt 

fxiatter. 
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die matter,, and a profound filencQ 
enfued till we again changed horfes, 
At laft, however, Mr. Greaves perceiv-r 
ing my anxiety, and guefling the caufe, 
put his hand into his pocket, and pro^ 
duced a fmall bundle of papers, fallened 
by a piece of ;:ed tape — from . thefe he 
took a manufcript, ^f which h^ thus- 
declared his intentions^ fis he held it in 
his hand. 

Here it is — here is that unhappy 
girl— my poor Almeria*s petition-^ 
read it, young gentleman-~read it, and 
pity the daughter — ^and the fathcr^—If 
it fhould particularly ftrike you', take z 
copy, and if you continue long in Lon- 
don, perhaps you may fee it in print— 
If you (hould not, and you (hould 
chance to furvive me, (as it is nwft 
probable you will) — publifh it -n- 
and at the fame time, publiih with 

it this L^iUr of Gratitude-^xhtTc are 

reafoni 



\ 
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rcafons why— I would not chufe (being 
but too much intcrefted in the contents) 
to appear in the bufmefs — take it there- 
fore, and give it to the world at your 
beft leifure— There, fir,— it were im- 
proper to fupprefs it— perhaps it may 
fall into the hands of the young 

and diffipated ^pcrhaps it may 

find its way into the clofets of the 

chafte and beautiful The libertine 

may fnatch it up in the intervals of his 
gay career; and the parent, afflifted by 
the lofs o(bis child, may be induced to 
read it from affeftion and curiofity— la 
all, or in any of thefe cafes, it wifl af- 
ford fome falutary reflexions, and the 
^icart, the confcicnce, and the under, 
ftanding will point them out immedi* 
atcly-^He put tjie paper into my 
hand — ^I reminded him of the pleafing 
profpeft of feeing his reftorcd daugh- 
ter — He did not fcem infenfible of my 
wifliei to diffipatc his melancholy, but 

' laid 
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^Ikid itothittg^— As I knew it muft be 
fome timi before he*eoxild cdllcft llim- 
felf, and perceiving he began to clofe 
his eyes, as/if he 4tfi''Cd filence, I left 
him to his refleftions (which it would 
Jiave been innpcrtinent to interrupt after 
:iche jhint hdh^d given mt) and began to 
^pcru my papers; \^hifch melted rijefo 
many times into tears during the perif- 
fal, that I was heartily glad the poor 
gentleman offered flumber. — As I have 
now had the performance fo long by me, 
I fhall fet it dowii.iiviny jottrnal in this 
place, where (though it fomewhat in- 
terferes with my further connexion with 
Mr, Greaves) it properly belong;5, be* 
caufe I would not disjoint ' tKe fubjedt 
"from tfie fentuTients which' introduced 
"^it to my knowledge — So that if eyerrny 
hiftory is found, the hiftory of this un- 
happy ladj^ will be found with it ^ and 
in fo publilhing an age,' they can fail 
. VcL. L L into 
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into few hands, which, will not fend 
them CO the prefs. 

C H A P. XXX^^I. 

The LetUr of Gratitude dircftly fol- 
. lows ; and was, I belicve> defigned as a 
&ort dedication to the work. It was 
. written by the father. 



To 

The Reverend 



Si r. 

To whom (hould the penitent daugh- 
ter addrefs the fentiments of reforma- 
tion but to him who has had the greatcft 
fliare in promoting it? — To whom 
flwuld the father (who hence derives the 

felicity 
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felicity of his laft moments) pay the 
tribute of gratitude, but to that foun- 
tain from whence he traces his bleffings 
to their foufce? — The reftored Al- 
MSRiA, fir, attribiites to the force of 
your argurnents, and to, the tenderncf^of 
your admonitions, much of that abhor- 
rence for vice, and dignity of amend- 
ment, that now infpire her. There arc 
hundreds of daughters, no doubt, under 
the fame obligation, and hundred? of 
fathers whofe prayers and tears repay 
you ibr it. For this — ^I had alnK>ft 
faid— heavenly eloquence, may yoii 
long be diftinguifhed, and may you be- 
llow thereby, upon many other parents 
(now mourning for their children), the 
ferenity and the hope which has been 
conferred upon 

The Father of Almeria* 



La C H A Pt 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 

A L M E R I A| 

OR, 

THE PENITENT. 

Being a Genuine Epiffk from an Unfortunate 
Daughter in ■ ■ ' , to her Family, in the 
Country. 

WiTHDRAWK from all temptations 
that entice. 
The frauds of fa&ion, and the (hares of vice, 
.From all that can infpireunchafte delight. 
To my dear-bleeding family I write j 
But oh ! my pen the tender taflc denies ; 
And all the daughter rufhes to my eyes. 
Off as the paper to my hand I brought. 
My hand ftill tremblMatthefhockofthoughf 
Sighs interrupt the ftory of my woe. 
My blufhcs burn me, and my tears overflow; 
But nature now infifts upon her claim. 
Strikes the fine[nerve', and gives me up to (hame : 

No 
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No mere the anxious wifli can I reftrain. 
Silent no longer can your child remain ;' 
Write, write, I muff, each hope, each fear, 
declare. 

And try, once more, to win a father^s care : • 
Scorn iiot,ah fcorrniotthen, the mournful verfc^ 
Revive my bleffing, and recall my'curfe ; 
Give to a-daughter V wrongs, one parent-Cgh^ 
Nor Jet a mother vtty hji prayer deny. 
• Yet where, oh where, ffiall I the tale begin. 
And where conclude the narrative of fin ? 
How each dire circumftance of guilt difclole. 
Unload my breaft, and open all its woes ? 
How, ito an injured parent, (hall I tell 
The arts by which I ftray'd, by which I fell?' / 

* No common language can the fcenes exprefs^ 
Where e.\^ty line fhould mark extreme diftrefs \ 
Mere human words, unequal all, we find 
To paint the feelings of a wounded mind: 
Tis not the fcribbler's vein» the fongfter's art^ 
Nor the wiM genius of a vacant heart, 
*Tis not the tiiies that mulically flow 

To mark the poiet's well— imagmM wce-j 

* 

' ■ L- j' SW 
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Nor all the frolicks of. the tuneful tribe. 
Can fuch a mighty grief as mine defcribe. 

Full oft has fcorpion fancy to my view 
Iraag'd each anguifh that a parent knew ^ 
At midnight's dill and fearcbing hour {he camr» 
Glar'd rouad my bed, and chill'd my foul with 

fhame, 
Crouded each black idea in my fight. 
And gloom'd a chaos on the balmy night* 

•' Behold, — the (aid, — on the damp bed of 
earth. 
Behold th' unhappy man, who gave thee birth | 
In duft he rolls his forrow-filver'd-hair. 
And on each mufcle fits intenfe defpair ; 
See how the pafEons vary in bis face. 
Tear his old frame, and teftify difgrace ; 
Retired from home, in filence to complain 
To the pale moon, the veteran tells his pain j 
Now finks opprefs'd, now fudden ftarts away. 
Abhors the night, yet fickens at the day. 
And fee, thou guilty daughter ! fee, and mourn 
The whelming grief that waits the fire's return I 
Beneath fome black'ning yew*s fepulchral 

gloom. 
Where penfive Sorrgw fecms to court the tomb. 

Where 
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Where tenfold (hades repel the Kght of day. 
And ghoftly footfteps feem to prefs the way. 
Bent to the ground by mis'ry, and by years. 
There view thy bleeding mother bath'd in tears; 
Her look diforder'd, and her air all wild. 
She beats the breaff that fed a worthlefs child :- 
And oh ! (he cries — 

Oh had the foftering milt to poifon turn'd. 
Some ague fhiver'd, or fome fever btirn'd; 
Had death befriended on the fatal morn. 
In which thefe eyes bfeheld a daughter born ; 
Or, had th* Eternai, feal'd its eyes in night,. 
Ere it the barrier knew 'twixt wrong and right. 
Then had thefe curfes ne'er aflail'd my head—* 
Why fpring fuch torments from a lawful bed !— * 
Now, mdted, foften'd, gentler flie complains. 
Rage ebbs avvay, the tide of love remains : 
Then how th' afFefting tears each other trace^r 
Down the diear furrows of her matron face \ 
But ftill the anxious mother brings to light. 
Scenes of paft joy, and innocent delight ; 
Calls to remembrance each infantine blifs, ' 
The cradle's rapture, and the baby's kifs; 

L 4 Each 
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Each throbbing hope^ that caught th' embntce 

fincere. 
With ev'ry joy that rofe in ev*ry tear j 
The beauteous profpecl brightning every day> 
The father's fondling, and the mother's play* 
Yet foon (he finds again the fad reverfe. 
Till harrafs'd nature finks beneath its curfe ^ 
Again more fierce — more mad £he rends her 

frame, 
And loudly brands Almeria with her fhame !** 
Here paused, and {hrunk, the vision from 

my view. 
But Conscience colourM, as the fliade withdrew: 
Pierc'd to the heart, in agony I lay. 
And all confufion, rofe, with rifing day- 

But ah ! what hope could morning bring to me, 
What, but the mournful privilege, \ofiey 
To view the pleafures which I could notfliare. 
And wafle the day in folitude and care? 
More clearly fhone the fun on my difgrace. 
And m2LTk'd mare plain the blufhes on my face. 
Then all enrag'd I curs'd the abandon'd hour 
When honour yielded to the traitor's pow'r. 
When rafh, I fcorn'd the angel voice of truth. 
In all the mad fimplicity of youth; 

When 
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When from a: fatbef's atms forl^n Lftray'ci,. 
And left a. mOitbei,'s tendernelS' unpaid ; 
While nature, duty^ precept, alLcombm'd 
To fix obedience on. the plaftk mind.. 

Stung at tiyo- thought^ each, vengeance F 
dc&gn'd,, . .: 

And weary'd bejiy-n t^ deiecrati: mankind jj . 
From room to room diftraciedJy I fan. 
The fcom of woman,, and the dupe, of man*^ 

AlcanoF, cprft Aican6r ! firft I fought 
(i And as I pall a fatal dagger caught) 
The fmiling villain foon, my Fury, fouUdy . 
Struck at his hearty^^i^idtriumph'd in the wonttd :: 
** A- min'd .vj^man-r-gives — (I cned) thit; 

ftroke!" — , 
He reel'd^he fell, be fainted as I Cpo%e^ 
B ut fqon as human Uood beg^n to fiow^. ^ 

Soon as itgufli'd,, obedient to the blow,, 
Soon.as the ruddy 1 ream his cheeLfprfook,^ • 
And death fat ftruggUng in. the dying look, 
Eove, and f/>^ WMB^», all at once.return'd ;:. 
1 felt his anguifli>, and myralhneiTs mourn'd j . , 
O'er his. pal^ form I heaved the b.urfting figh^- 
AndiWa^h'.d the changes of his fadings eye^ 

Ls To 
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To ftop the crimfen tide, my hair I tore, 
Kifs'd the deep gafb, and wa&'d with tears 

the gore. 
•Twas love, — ^'twas pity— call it whatyou will ; 
Where the heart feels, — we allzrt women ftill. 
But low I bend my knees to pitying heav'n. 
For his recovery to my prayers were giv'n ; 
He liv'd — to all the reft I was refign'd. 
And murder rack'd no more my tortur'd mind : 
He liv'd — but foon with mean perfidious 

ftealth, 
Forfook his prey, and rioted in wealth, 
' Yet think not now arriv'd the days of joy; 
Alcanor flatter'd only to deftroy ; 
Alike to blaft my body, and my mind. 
He robb'd me firft, then left mc to mankind $ 
Soon from his Janus face the maik he tore. 
The charm was broke, and magic was no more: 
The dreadful cheat awhile to btdi he ftrove^ 
By poor pretences of a partial love, 
Awhile dtfguis*d the furfeits of his heart. 
And top'd, full well, the warm admirer's part; 
Till tir'd at laft, with labouring to concesJ, 
And feigning tranfpoits wbich be did notfeeI> 

H0 
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He turn'd at once fo civilly polite, 
Whate'er I faid, indifference made fo rights 
Such coldnefs mark'd his manners, and his 

mien. 
My guilt-^my ruin-^at a glance was feen. 

In vain, I now affum'd a chafter part. 
In vain I ftruggl'd with a broken heart. 
In vain I try'd to purify my {lain, 
Corred my life, and rife (reform'd) again : 
Pleas'd at the hope, from favage man I flew. 
And fought protedion from each friend I knew ; 
Each friend at my reproach flurunk back with 

. dread, , 
And bade me hide my peftilential head: 
Ev'n for the meaneft fervitude I fought, , 
But nice fufpicion at my figure caught, . 
Mjr.drefs too flaunting, or my air too free. 
And deep, referve betokening myftery j . 
Some frailty rais'd a doubt where'er I came, 
sAxid every queftion fluih'd my cheeks with 

(hame; 
Confcious of guilt, overOiadowM by pretence, ^ 
'Twas hard to 2£k the farce of innocence. 
Oft as I beg'd the fervant's loweft place, . 
The. treacherous -coloui fliifted in my face; * 

L 6 The 
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The fatal fccret glowed in every look» 
Trembling I ftooJ, and ftammcring I fyokt^ 
Next came the views of home into axf 

inind> 
With each dear comfort I had left behind; 
Pardon^ and pleafure^ ftarted to my thought^ 
While Hope ini(|)ijr'd fcwgi vcncfs of my fault r * 
But foon^ toa foofly. the fweet ideas fled. 
And left me—begging at each door for bread*. 
Yet poor indeed was dris fiippc^ to rae, 
(Ah>, had I ftarvM on common charity ly 
Far other woes and iirfults were in ftore^ 
My fame was loft, and I could itiie namore^; 
Driv'n to the dreadful precipice of fin^ 
My brain fwam, tound the gulph^ and Imrrd 

me in^ 
And now no pen^ could piftifre my diftrefe^ 
rTwas m0re,,much morethanHmpIe wtetchcd- 

nefe J. 
i^amine, and! guilty and coofbiencr tose mjt 

hearty 
Aitd uFg'd me tcrpurfue the wanton's par^» 
Take thea due truth, and leara at once mf 

fMx my hard &io^t welbom'dalf that came;, 

EttlL 
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But oh F no tranfport mingkd in my ftains^ 
No guilty pleafarc ever footh'd my pains ;. 
No vicious hope indclicatdy gay. 
Nor warmer paflions lull'd my cares awajr;, 
The Batt'ring compliment fatiguM ray ear^ 
While half-afraidy I half-conceal'd a. tear i 
"Whole nights I pais'd, infenfibte of blifs^ 
Ja}B: to the loath'd embrace, and odious ki(r; 
Nor wine nor mirth the aching heart coukl fire^ 
Nor could the (prighdy mufic ought infpire y 
Alive to each refledion that oppcefs'd^. 
The more I gain'd; the more I was diftrefs'd^ 
Ev'ii in the moment (^ ttnblrft deiirey 
Oft would the wretch complain I wanted fire;; 
Cold as a flatue in his acms I lay. 
Wept through, the night,, and blufb'd along: 

the day— - 
Ah think what terrors e'er could" equal- mine P 
Ah. thinks and' pity,, for I once was thine !: 
The fwect fociety of friendt was o'er^^*^ 
For happier women dare invite no more ;• 
And they,.at noon, wouldmeet me with alarms,^ 
Who flole at midsught tcrmjr venal iarm$^ 
My own companions nofweet conifort bioughr^ 
A flumefiil fett> incapable of. thought; . 
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Their wanton paffions ne'er could tooch my 

heart, 
For all was loofenefs, infamy^ and art;. 
No moded maxims fuited to improve. 
No foft fenfatjons of a chafter love. 
No gen'rous profped^s of a foul refin'd, . 
No worthy leflbns of a noble mind, 
E'er touch'd their bofoms, hardened to their' 

ftate; 
Charmed at their arts,^ and glorying in their* 

fate 5 
Some ftroke of frolic was their conftknt theme, - 
The dreadful oath, and blafphemy extreme^ 
Th' affected laugh, the rude-retorted lye, 
Th' indecent queftion, and the bold reply ; 
Even in their drefs, their bufinefs I could trace, - 
And broad was ftampt the Harlot on each face; . 
CVer every part the fhameful trade we fpy, . 
The ftep audacious,, and the rdling eye j 
The fn^ile iniidious, the look obfcene. 
The air enticing, and the mincing mein* < 

With thefe, alas ! a facrifice I liv'd ; 
With thefe the wages of difgrace received : 
But heav'n, at length, its vengeance to conr- 

plete, ; t 

Prove me— diftemper'd— to the public Arett. 

For 
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For on a time, when lightning fir'd the air. 
And la'u4 the fable breaft of midnight bare ; 
When rain and wind afiail'd th' unfhelter'd 

head. 
That fought in vain — the bleffing of a bed j 
Diftrefs'd— difeas'd — I crawl'd to cv'ry door. 
And beg*d, with tears, a flielter for the poor ! 
My knees, at length, unable to fuftain 
The force of hunger, and the weight of rafn. 
Fainting I fell, then ftagg'ring rofe again. 
And wept, and.figh'd, and hop'd, and rav'd 

in vain. 
Then (nor till then) o'erwhelm'd by fore 
diftrefs. 
To my own hand I look'd for full redrefs ; 
All things were apt — no flatterer to beguile, 
fTwas night— 'twas dark-^occafion ieem'd to 

imile :— 
Where'etr I turn*d, deftru^tion rofe to view. 
And, on refle£fcion, rifing A-enzy grew.-^ 
From feoli(h love, the knife, conceal'd, I wore, 
That^ in my rage,, Alcanor's bofom tore 5 
Thought prefe'd on thought— th' unfettled 

fenfes flew, 
As from my Ureaft the htsi blade I drew; 

5 stai 
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Still the ffainM point wiiUxcnmbn fpot$ 

6fdr 
^ And thb is wdl— 'tis blood for blood," I 

cry'd ! 
Then did I poife the ioftrumcnt in air^ 
Bejit to the flroke,, and laid my bofom bafe.i 
But ah ! my cjcimcs that iiiftant xok to vieWy, 
Difarm'd my. purpofe^ my refolves o-'erthrew^. 
Tear fhook my hand» I flung the weapon by^ 
Unfit to /ivf— I was not fit to die /— 

Ah ! wretched woman,, (he, who ftcays focr. 

bread,. i 

And fells,, the (acred pleaAtces of the bed ;, 
Condemn'd to fhifts, her reafon muft de^ile^. 
The fcorn and. pity of the good and wife ;. 
Condemn'd each call, of paffion to obey,. 
And in defpite of nature to be gay ; 
To force a fimper^ with a throbbing heait>. 
And call to aid the ftebk helps of artj, 
Oblig'd to fufFer each impure carefr,, 
The Have of &ncy, and the drudge of dre& >; 
Compell'd to ^it her temj^r to e^ch tafte, 
Scorn'd if too wanton,, hated if too chafte^^ 
Forc'd. with the public whimfy to comfiJy^. 
A& veeis tha gale oil nkodern iuxury ^ , 

Ajid 
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And oft th' aflBiifted creature muft fuftain 
Strokes more fevere, yet tremble te cohiplain; 
•The felon bawd, a dreadful beaft of prey, 
Rt4es o'er her fubjcflis with defpoj:ic fway. 
Trucks for the human form, with fatal pow'r. 
And bargains for her beauties by the hour. 
But ihould fome female in her dang'rous train» 
Attend the altar of her {hame with pain, 
Dif|pute at length the monfter's ba& eontroul, 
And dare afiert the fcruples of her foul ^^ 
Should (he relu£)ant yield to the difgrace. 
And (hew the figns of forrow in her face, 
Th' imperious abbefs frowns her into vice^ 
And hates the fmner that grows over-nice. 
But hear, yet hear, your baplefs daughter's plea,^ 
Some little pity ftill is due to me. 
If to have felt each agony of mind. 
To bear the flings which Confcience leaver 

behind; 
If at each morn to flaudder at the light. 
Dread the fair day, and fear the coming nig^ > 
Ifj like the thief, of cv'ry eye afraid. 
Anxious I fought^ the biulh •* coacealiug 

ibade^ 

If 
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If my fad bofom, burfting with its weight. 
Bled and be^il'd the hardfbips of my fate ; 
If to have known no joys, and known all pains. 
Can aught avail to purge my former ftains, ^ 
Judge not your child, — y6uv fuppliant, — toa 

fevere. 
But veil her frailties, and beftow a tear. — 

Yet has Almeria now a jufter claim. 
To feal her pardon, and to clofe her (hame^ 
Each early treffpafs nobler to remove, * 
And hope again the fanclion of your love. 
These holy manfions, facred to our woes, 
To fcreen from fcorn^ and hide us from our 

foes: 
Gradual, the fallen woman to retrieve. 
Reform the manners, and the mind relieve 
From barbarous man to fliield his haplefs prey. 
Expunge the fpot, and chace the blufli away^ 
To footh each forrow by the pow'r of pray'r> 
And half fupply a parent's pious care j 
To lull the fluttering pulfes to repofe. 
Each pang to foften, and each wifli compofe 5 
Wean us from fcenes that fatally mifguide. 
And teach the breaft to glow with nobler pride ; 

Thefc: 
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Thefe holy manfions have rcceiv'd your child^ 
And here flie mourns each paffioii that beguil'd. 
^hrice has the fun his annual beams beftowMi 
And found me here, determin'd-^to be goodi 
Already feels my heart a lighter grief, ,\ 

And each white minute brings me freih relief: 
Or if by chance my forrows I renew. 
Half claim my crimes, and half belong to you | 
Here then for ever, fecret and refign'd, 
Here for its God will I prepare my mind 5 
Here pafs, conceal'd, .my penitential days. 
And lead a life of piety and praife. 

Come then, thou lovely patronefs of fame. 
Thou bright reftorer of a ruin'd name. 
Come, fair Repentakce, o'er each thought 

prefide. 
Patient I follow fuch a heav'nly guide j 
To all thy laws implicitly I bend. 
And call thee filler, faviour, genius, friend ! 
Oh 1 let me breathe the folemn vow fmcere. 
Oh ! let Religion confecrate each tear f 
Then, fhould long life be mercifully giv'n. 
The foul, (repair'd), may dare to think of 

heaven ; 

.Tbctt 
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Then dcans'd from every dark and Ethiop 

ftain. 
Virtue, that dove of peace, (half come agai% 
With fmootheft vrings re-fettle on my breaft. 
And open pr<)fpe£b of eternal reft. 

And yet, before that golden hour arrive^ 
Oh ! would my injur'd relatives forgive, . 
Oh ! could they fee this happier turn of fate^ 
And view tiieir Magdalen'^ £ar cfaafter ftxte,. 
Then would they fondly ckrfe her Ruling eye» 
Blefe her laft breath, and hid her peaceful die. 

Deep in her ward's moft venerable gloom^ 
Late was a contrite (Ifter, from her room^ 
Where long the blufhing, pious vot'refs lay>. 
And fought a fhelter froov the (hame of day. 
In words half-fm other 'd, by the heavrng figh. 
And voice that fpoke defpair,-*— thus heard to 
cry. — 

^ Oh } injur*d Chastity, thou heavenly 
dame. 
Thou {podefs guardian of the cherub Fame^ 
Who arm'fl: fair Virtue 'gainft th' infulting foe. 
And in her cheeks commands the ro& to blow.t 
Thou, whofe refiftlcfs ihield protefe the fair. 
Who' falls not, willing, in the traitor's fnare i 

Habl 
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Had I, oh! had I ftill thy rules obey M, 
Defpis'd the treach'rous town, and w.aU^'4 the 

.ihade; 
Had I each villain ftratagem defy'd^ 
And fcorn'd the flatt'rcr with a decent pride j. 
Had I withftood his arrows at my heart, 
Qppos'd each trick, and baffled ev'ry arty 
Then lib'ral truth might ev'ry hour employ, 
Kach thought be rapture, and each h9pe be joy;; 
Then lov'd, rever'd, as mother and as wife, 
Bleft had I been, in the pure vale of life. 
Haply my Edward — Oh ! lamented name. 
Once my high boaft, before I plung'd in 

fliame j 
Haply my Edward, yielding to my charms, 
(Oh! my fmote bofom^ whence thefc ncjw 

alarms ? 
Why fpring the confcious drops into my eye ? 
Why feels my heart the love-impaffion'd figh ?) 
J dare not fpeak my pjpmis'd happinefs — 
Yet, Edward, couldft thou witnefs my diftrcfr, 
Witnefs the firm unviolated mind, 
Seduc'd by vice, but not to vice 'inclined 5 
Could thou behold the conftant-falling tear, 
yLy pray'rs atteft, my felf<-reproacbes hear^ ; 

Ahl 
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Ah ! couldft thou think how deeply I bewail^ 
How thick enlhrowd me in the friendly veil ; 
How, in the facred folitude of night. 
The care of heav'n unceafing I invite, 
Breathe the warm wifb, and pour the fervent 

prayer; 
Now dare to hope, and now exped defpair : 
Couldft thou but fee thefe changes of my grief^ 
Surely thy pity would beftow relief* 
My Edward*s virtue, (for I know his heart,) 
The balms of foft compaffion would impart. 
His breaft would mitigate each ftern decree. 
And judgment yield to mercy's milder plea ; 
But he is loft — fond wretch, thy plaint give 

o'er — 
The dear, the injured Edward, is no more^ 
Or, if he livesv-he recoUeSs thy fhame. 
Scorns thy felfe vows, and hates th' unworthy 

flame/'— 
Scarce had the penfive child of forrow fpoke. 
When from a neighbouring ward thefe accents 

broke : 
•« *Ti8 Ihe !— 'tis fhe !— th' unfortunate is 

found, 
^y pulfc beats quick— Ah ! fave me from the 

ground. 

Support 
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Support me— *help me — ^fome affiftance lend. 
And my faint foot*fteps to the mourner bend ; 
She Jive§ ! — Qit lives !" — The utobappy .wo- 
man heard) 
Shook in each nerve, and trembled at each word. 
Then fwooning funk at length upon the floor, 
Juft as th' afBifted ftranger rcach'd the door ; 
Tottering he enter'd— caught th' aiffli£ted feif. 
And rais'd her fluttering frame, with tend'reft 

care. 
** Ah drooping lily ! rife to life and me. 
And in this faded form thy Edward fee i 
Recall the luftre in thy fparkling eye. 
And bid for ever all thy forrows fly 5 
Long have I fought thee with a lover's zeal. 
For thee alone I weep, for thee I feel : 
Come then, fair penitent, forget each woe. 
And ev'ry pleafure, ev'ry tranfport know ; 
Loft be the mem'ry of thy former ftain. 
Thy pow'rful pray'rs have wafh'd thee white 

agam ; 
BiffyM be ev'ry anguifh in this kifs. 
Wake then, oh wake, to virtue and tablifs V'^^ 
This faid, he prefs'd her in a foft embrace. 
And the warm blood came fluQiing to her face,^ 

Now 
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Kow pale retir'df now ran a deeper ttiy 
,TiB cheered atlaftthe fweet diforder fled j 
A 'thOM^Md tender tjueftions now Succeed, 
They finile alternate, and alternate bleed. 
. Edward, the chaplain's long try'd friend had 

been, 
And hence arofe the late propitious fccne ; . 
The facred chaplain gave her to his care, 
Join'd tlieir kind iatcs, and left Aeoi wth-a 
pray'r, 

C H A P. XXXIX, 

Before I proceed tx) fet down other 
matters wiiich fell out to chequer the 
adventures of my journey, I cannot 
but obferve that about two years after 
this period I met Mr. Greaves in the 
Park, with a beautifill young creature 
under his arm; and fome time after- 
wards I paid him a vifit, when he took 
me cordially by: the hand, and fpoke 
to me as follows. 

My 
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My dear Benignv^^ where have you 
been buried fince our laft interview i 
When I told you upon the road the 
occafion of that melancholy you de*> 
teAed through my efforts to conceal it, 
you may remember I told you the mo- 
tive of my journey* Upon my arrival 
in London^ and taking leave of you« I 
caird «n hackney coach^ and drove di- 
rcftly to-*** — ^In one word — I found my 
daughter. — ^I felt the fainting penitent 
in my armis, 1 received of her with an 
aox^y of joy— a tremor tranfport*— * 
Oh I BsNiGNus^ think for me — colour 
the fcene in the paint of youthful ardour 
-^do juftice to nature, and imagine tlic 
delicacies which were ntvcrfpoken. You 
have feen my daughter — 1 never walk 
without her— and yet, fir, all this joy 
is dafhed with an ingredient of forrow. 
The prudes (untouched by the pathos 
of her penitence) carry an air of cere- 
Vot» I. M mpnious 



t • 
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tnonious civility toward* my child .t- 
Xhc faded virgim who have never 
paffed the fiery trial .of temptation, and 
a fet of haughty matrons, who have 
every other vice that difgraces the fcx, 
i)ut that of which even nature fredeter- 

fnintd th?y ihould never be guilty ' 

treat my Almeria with a coy s^nd infult- 
ing referve, which goes too near her 
heart-^an heart, Bbnioiws, gdheraus 

and gentle as— ^ 

. Hese our difcourfe was interrupted 
by AL.MERiA herfclf, who came to in- 
form* us the chocolate waited for us io 
the little faloon. 

■ "-Ajrace was in all her fteps, 
' * ^^In every idion, dignity and love." ♦ 

Her own epiftle has fo pathetically de- 

fcribcd the mifery of her fituation, that 

■ Ihe .has not left room for any thing but 

pity.— And yet who that confiders fuch 

« aea- 
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« crc^ure/hiw been, as it were, fubliic 
prcperty*^t3xix. reflcfts, how maiiy arc 
ac this very moment chained down to a 
neccflity equally fore ; iiiany t)f there 
expo&d to the want of that daily breach 
iwrhich. even nightly impurity cannot 
fupply-^fome of them beating through 
the ftreetj^by the barbarity of their be>- 
^irayer-^fomc berated from one biding 
pUcie to another, bythevigiianctsofth^ 
bailHFj an^l all of theni liaWe to coflr 
tenipt, indignity,. and diftempfiTr-wbp, 
I lay, th*t Cplkfts togethcjr tbefe (9£^ 
in his mind^ eati be content w-(th,e^- 
prefling b^rx^eK compaifion ?--t\yha ca^ 
ibrbeaf miKipg. relief with thjcir tean^ 
4nd*bld5»g; thejieij^v^lepc? which iirft 
fvigg€^ft^» *t>d ft"Ul continues, ., their 

I have a little violated ehrQnplogy^ 
by pliniUig thcfe ttanfaftions (bnti^l^h^ 

*wt of iJk o«ler ofxixm, but as/ mf 

M 2 hiftory 
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liiftory is written at a venture, and may 
never vifit the world, I have been left 
cautious of obierving critical rules. 
However, as I by no means defign to 
make a book of digreOions, I ihall now 
turn back to Mr. Greaves, who having 
fat with his eyes cloied, was, when he 
opened them again, much more fitted 
for focietf • There are, in truth, cer- 
tain moments when the mufic of the 
spheres would be difcordant, and when 
the condolence of o^r deareft acquaint- 
-dnces ts an unwelcome interruption. 
The human foul fettles on her darling 
fobjeft, defcends Jnto llerfelf, and in- 
dulges in a luxury, which, bee like, 
€|Ltra6ls honey from the poifon of cala- 
mity. In one of thefe difpofitions was 
Mr. GreaVes, when he counterfeited 
Tepofe ; he had now reconciled himfelf 
to tbe events he had contemplatid, (for 
fee was both a philofoplier and a chrif^ 

tian) 
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tian) and with an affability pecuHar to 
wcll-brcd people^ begged 4ny: pardox^ 
for his reyerie^ 



C H A F- XL. 

... 1 

We were miw jull ftcpping into our 
laft ftage but one^ and though the glo-^ 
rics of the fun were over, his depart- 
ing beams were extremely agreeable, 
Mr, Greaves rcfumcd a look of cpmr 
placency^ , and I being willing to keep 
as clear of the only fubjeft that could 
perhaps again difcompofe it, aflced what 
fort of fen Cations were created in hi$ 
mind by the (lory of Mr. Blewitti 
Though his hifto^y was related (an- 
fwered my companion) in unpolifhed 
kngqage^ it contains a folio of valu- 
able fafts. But what a pity it is, re- 
lated I9 that fuch mercenary hearts 

M J as 
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as are lodged in the bofoms of the 
Quaker and Grocer, fhould be, in ge- 
neral, more iindifturbed through life, 
than fuch as guided the feelings of the 
generous Mr. Blewitt. Alas! returned 
the gentleman, you are yet an infant in 
terreftrial events. I dare fwear you have 
m excellent heart, and lam fure a good 
tsnderftanding, yet you know but little 
of life. — You profefs tc be itravfcUing ia 
purfuit of baffinefsy and to dedicate 
your fortune to the fervJcc of foiiety* 
^rorti hence I fliould conclude that you 
4re flying from mijery. 1 related niy 
adventures at the village. He faid if I 
^ould not find Contentment in the 
fivade, it was doubtful whethef \ fhould 
meet her in the city. But I fear, con- 
tinued he, you expeA from the world 
more than it can beftowv yo« have> 
pferliaps^ placed the ftaridard «f felicity 



2' ' 
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too high, or your kidas of it arc pro- 
bably a lictk romantic* 

All I wane upon ear chj, replied I, i»^ 
comprized in three chings^ friendlhtp^ 
fidelity, and gratitude. — ^At your age,. 
refumed Mr^ Greaves, (fmiJing), I en-- 
tcred the world, animated by the fame 
)]^>pe9, and fafcinated oy the fame no* 
tions. My head — my hands, .and my 
^Miiv wtre bufy to derive a reflected 
^kflkig ta ff^lfj by having, promoted 
Jthe Weffediwft.of Qfbers. To this en<f 
I continued in the world till that ago^ 
nizing accident I have already related. — 

At this crifis our chaife having jufl: 
afcended .a hill arrived at a very beau- 
tiful fpot indeed* It was an eminence 
ihat topt an extcnfivc profpeft, and 
commanded the fcene below, which was* 
compofed . of intermingled towers, and 
tfpires, woods and waters, the verdure 
>of fields, and the variegation of v-aUies. 
; M 4 —I could 
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--^I.jeould not help ejaculating with 
fome energy — ^I* it not ftrangc that a 
world like this, fo fitted for the recep- 
tion and happinefs of every being which 
inhabits it, with fuch noble capacities 
of pleafure adapted to each, ihould ne* 
verthelefe be the feat of general torment 
and fretfulnefs, difafter and diftrefs.— -is 
it not-ftrange that — that' 

The gentleman took hold of my 
wrift, and fixing his eye^ very feriouily 
upon me, fpoke in a tone of uau&aL 
d^gnily^ 



CHAP. XLI. 

Never allow amasenvent to hurry yoa 
•into expreffions unbecoming the cha^ 
ra&cr of a chriftian ; nor let either the 
infults or miferies you feeoricel in the 
worlds make you charge Heaven wi^h 

the. 
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the Ihadow of injuftice. Take my word 
for it, God is not, nor ever was in fault 
—You fee before you, this moment^ 
fnough to convince you, that he has 
done every thing on his part— the fun 
varms us — the mooir in his abfence fets 
off the fkce of the earthy in a fort of 
:fliady majefty — the rain defcends to blej& 
us — the gniund feeds and entertains us, 
and the ample intentions of univerfal^ 
liature are Univerfally kind and bene^ 
ficent* Man has perverted the {y&cm 
—the invention of coins, the paflion 
ibr negotiation, and the love of barter 
have extended an ambition of the loweft 
kind amongfl: all claffes of people. The 
motive of commerce is no longer ra- 
tional ; and bufinefs, which was origi- 
nally defigned to promote health, and 
circulate interchangi^d conveniencies, is 
now for the moft part avaricipufly cayj- 
pied on> to fwell the col&rs.of the indi*- 

M 5 vidual 
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vidual by impovcrifhing the fpccies r 
nay, the mercenary Ipirit of the iimct 
extends to nations and climates derided 
by the remotcft part of the ocean. But 
if you pleife we will triice this evil ab 
mgine. The Almighty created a world, 
then peopled n, and afterwards found 
that it was good. The management of 
it was put into the hands of man— not, 
however, to be too mmute, let us take 
notice, that every thing was once indif- 
crlminately enjoyed. TKe earth was a 
common property, and it was fertile 
HFithout labour — the error of our firft 
parents confiderably changed thefyftem, 
and tillage and drudgery becam'c necef- 
ftry to fubdue a foil, tkat no longer 
produced plenty fpontaneoufly. No 
abfolute right however or proprietor- 
Jlhip was y^t afcertained, and every one 
fixed on, and cultivated the fpot he 
•-chofe: thia mijcelhntous participation 

ibon 
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Toon created diforder ; for, as the bad 
paffions were now let loofe upon the 
'world, indolence feizcd upon the com- 
forts which had htttk acquired by in- 
duftry ; and h$n,c^ fpra^g d^jtieftic con- 
t^eft and civil difputx^^ > and half mankind 
^n^Tt at war. Thofe tbaf obf aiped th^ 
vi&ofy^fceldth^ ce|iquef^4 a^ his fljiyei 
fend (rom biPm^ ^jrjginated tjiofe dify 
tind'ions, which, obtained by rapacity, ' 
tnd kept by force, were after fanftified 
by politick inftitucions : for upon this 
{finding nnen w^re t(X;be reftrained froo)* 
^violence and*invafio;ri only^y compul- 
sion, terror, and auth^ority), the laws 
came in to the affiftarnce of the Jlronger 
party : the difference bfetwixt meum and 
tuuni V?ai5 foon «nderftood, and every 
individual n[>aintained himfelf upon_ that 
which waSi pow fccUred to him by cer- 
tain compacts, to violate which was 
htncefqrtk %o be confidcred as a puniih- 

M.6 ^ . able 
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able crime. By this time air idea oT 
property became faered and general> 
and by thefe means the ciTililed part of 
the earth was faid to belongs not as 
fbrmerfy, to aH alike, but to a third 
part of its inhabitants. Subordination 
therefore of neceflity took place. The 
pride of power gained ground every 
day, and one human crefi^re ufurped 
dominion over another, becaufe the dif- 
tinaion was^now known betwixt mafteF 
and icrvant. From matter and fervant 
rofe notions of great privileges, and po- 
verty dropt fiibmiflive at the knee of 
riches. Paftorah and Arcadia were n^ 
more. Inftead of every man dreffing 
the glebe, and tidning up the ibil itt 
iommon, fvtch as had now dominion over 
the acres, infifted upon having the ell- 
ftntial drudgery they required, per- 
fbrmed by thofc whofe fathers might 
probably foje/s the fpot upon w^ich 
they were to /^X— 

C ri A F«> 
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CHAP. XLIL 

— Affiirs-ODCC iittkd on thefe partial 
princif^es^ refifted every effort of revo- 
cation— -for who that could eat his bread 
without fweating his* brow, would give 
vp the advantages he had gained. Cen-* 
turies arc now behind us, fince things 
were thus regulated, and every yeair 
kath given force and^venerabknefs to 
the eftabliChment* Every man has given 
up the point> and makes the moft of 
his fituation^: the clown mies early to 
the talk of cultiv^ition^ and the mafter 
looks indolently on, and receives the 
profit. Luxury was- introduced under 
thefe aufpicesi — the beverage of the field 
-*-the fallad of the brook, and the water 
of the fpring — ^with. the homely apparel 
that decently veiPd and warmed the 
body,, were rejefted> and Yoluptuouf- 

nef& 
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nefs turned Simplicity blufhing away. 
The monnent in wWeh-maii became 
pofTeft of more than was neceflary to 
the wholcfbmc pcirpofes of life; the 
moment in which his induftry became 
nervelefs, and his love of labour to 
flAckeni pride fooo taught leifure, to 
mifufe abundance, and the paffions to 
wanton with authority — Heoce, fomc 
revelled in the riots of diffipation, others 
found a pleafure in accumulation, and 
fome better Ipirits bad a blifs in diftri* 
bution* At length through the natural 
thain of confequenccs, w« are arrived 
at the crijis. We are poliflied^ popu^ 
lated, and refined in the extreme. Dif* 
tinftions are fo mimite, property fo te-r 
hacious, fpkndor fo fuperior, and trade 
To jealous, that no diftreflea you obferre 
fhould furprifc )^u; Mniiey hath ac- 
quired a univcrftl afcendency, property 
hath *^ fubdued all things under, her 
^ feeti'* 
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kcti" and luxury fickcns in defpair, 
becaufe novelty is wanting to give an 
edge to the blynted appetites^ Had 
the ufe of a metal- currency been re- 
ftriftcd by aliy rcafonablc ruk of mode^ 
ration, it might have fettled the fyftem 
^pon a noble principle, for it is equally 
convenient to the great purpofes of be- 
hcvolerice and bufihefs. But the Incky 
ind fortunate have run into two ex- 
trcmes fo egregioufly abfurd, that the 
one opens upon us a fountain of ^^Z- 
Jbned plea/ures, and' the other a fonrctt 
of fordid maxims. The paflion for 
wafting on the one hand, and of hoard- 
ing on the other, have not only in- 
volved the world in confuHon, and 
thrown the paflions into an uproar, but 
have aftually left almoft one halfo^^t 
human fpecies naked and ftarved, to 
cloath and accommodate the other. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLin. 

Tou have difcovcrcd to me Mr,. 
CreavcS) faid I, a train of obfervations 
of which I had no ideai— but you are 
preparing to lpeak*«-and I would not 
interrupt you for the univcrfe* — 

The obfervations I have made^ (icoa» 
tinued Mr» Greave&)3, have been no 
doubt ioade> (and much more iag^ci^ 
ou{Iy)j by many others>. for contem- 
plation» philoibphy> and fcience^ have 
now gone very far ; our difcoveries in 
letters and in lands> may perhaps have 
been pretty equals. There may be yet 
vpknown tracks in fpeculation i the in- 
telledt may ftill abound with new re* 
ferves of wifdom.. There is ftill, it is 
prefumed^ a terra incognita i there may 
be ftill an undug mine of knowled^ — 
To explore this^ mufl; be the labour of 

ibmc 
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ibme literary Columbus— I pretend not 
iafuch (kill i and indeed can only afiure 
you, that . I offer you frankly,- on this 
fubje6t, the unadorned fa£ts which I 
kakve colle(5ttd from early readings and 
practical obfervations. — You run your 
tye haftily over the wtirldy and theji 
<:o'mplain that it abouixls with mifery. 
After what has been faid> fhould yoQ 
n<rt be fiirprifed to find a great deal of 
happinefs:: and yet, diflributed up and 
'down the various parts of it> there 
.really is a very confiderable feare. That 
the infelicity grows out of all propor- 
tion ftill mare confidcrable cannot eafily 
.be determined-— for though the fate of 
thoufands can only be made fuppori> 
«able, by the chearfui expectation of 4k 
Jfctter^ and though the human heart k 
in general blindcfd by temporal preji>- 
4ices, yet coarfe as the mafs' of gratis 

'fications. are that endearViitxj^ the^mul^ 

cltude^ 
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ticude, they' are nevcrthelcfs gratrfica- 
tions^ and receive attachaaenc from 
cuftom. • The joys of more delicate 
minds are indeed lefs extended, and lie 
in a fmall compafs^ beiAg coafined to 
the little circle of the.few, wbofe fccU 
ings are foftened by nature, and refined 
Jby art. But were the agonies of exift*- 
ence, ftill greater and acuter than they 
are^ the Deity is not the author of it— ^ 
ht made the world-rfurrey it^fir, (even 
trough the ibadings of the evening) 
and tell me, if it la not worthy of a 
4ivine artificer. He made man to in- 
habit it — has he not beftowed amiable 
and ample faouides upon him—fitted: 
him equally to enjoy focicty and foli- 
tude~*given him a power to derive a 
pleafure from the freflinefs of the gale,, 
or from the coiiviviaL gl;a&-^ha& not be 
4?eftowed uponJ^im. eyes to Jee misfor- 
4;unc> aalteart ta/btf/it» and arms to r^ 

move 
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mol^e it ? Has he not implaAtcd in thp 
mind a fympathy between the fexes, fa 
attraftive, that by a kind of magnetic 
power, we are irrefiftibly drawn to each 
other, riiat life may be perpetuated 
while love is unpolluted ? Has^he not 
given us early ideas of more diUnter- 
^fted attachments, and infpired us with 
difpofitions, to philanthropy and friend* 
(hip ! has he not feated in the bofom a 
monitor, to complinient us for every 
thing that is becoming, and accom- 
modated the tafte with endlefs variety,— 
is not the ear enchanted by the har* 
monies of nature — and the fmell gratt^ 
fied with perfume; and to crown the 
whole, has he not placed certain inti-» 
Illations in the foul, *which aflure it 
that however agreeable-^he Deity may 
have rendered the prefent ftate, it i& 
but a paflage ; and uporn the eafy termi 
of our afting properly to bimx and 

cacK 
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each oiberr will lead us gcndy alon^ 
till it termioaces in eternity f 



CHAP, m-iv. 

•This, my young^ friend, is a 
faint fketch of the works and intentions 
of the Deity — that thole works ^nd in- 
tentions, are abuied> can never be inv* 
puted to their all-kind Author, but 
to man. 

If the beauties and beneffts of nature 
are perverted i if the faculties of the 
mind and body are obftinately bent to 
a<5lions^ evidently contradiftory to the 
purpofes for which they were gjven ; if 
love and frieridihip are overborne by 
their oppofite paflions j and, if— as has 
been before hinted, />/^r<5^ carries away 
the palm from earth and heaven — who 
but man is chargeable with the confe- 

quence^ 
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■ 

"^ncnces of this general inverfion of 
bleflings ?— 

The fa£t is indifputable, fir^^faid 
I — I tremble, and 1 adore ; but as Mr« 
Blewitt feemed always to perform the 
purpofes for which he was born a man, 
how is it, that he, and others like him, 
ihpuld not pafs fmoothly through the 
iea of life. Becaufe, faid the gentle* 
nian*^«^to cany on the metaphor— when 
the ftonQ is violent, and the hurricane 
extreme, it is certain the good and bad 
failors will be wrecked alike. Is not 
thztjtrange, faid I—** $hall gravitation 
ftop as you go by, replied Mr« 
Greaves ? — ?no, fir. The chain of caufes 
and confequences is irrefragable — ^that 
innocence fhould fuflfer in a world of 
^uih is morally inevitable, but depend 
upon it, the fuffering will not be ulU'^ 
Matt^ in vain. 
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As to Mr. Blcwitt, I compaflionato 
and admire him, but he is one of thofe 
charafters, whofe amiable wcakntfcs 
expoie him to aimofl; certain peverty. 
The poor man was kind, to a fault— 
the world would call him, a good-na*' 
turcd fool— Indeed he was wrong, fir, 
to indulge the tendernefs of his feeling 
in the extreme ; though this cannot be 
ow'ned, without its implying at the 
fame time a verjr cutting fatire againft 
the depravity of* human nature**»-a de* 
. .privity I have all along taken notice of, 
as the fourcc of fo much? difaftei-, and 
.calamity.^— : - . 

. Mr. Biewitt did .not refle£l tha o> > ■ * ■ 
ms money is theproperty by whichcfcry 
|>afiiton is gratified, a man will naturally 
idolize it as the golden c^]£i and that^ 
to apopt a«f€iw f^iying maxims, * in rela^ 
tion to' keeping a part of.-fuch prQpwty 
always at command, would be favoura- 
^ .. I blc 
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ble even to his g^nerojitys bccaufe it 
muft needs be a deep misfortune to find 
^he^ hand, accuftomed to liberallity 
compelled to contraft, when it can giv« 
no more. — r-Ii^* ^ country where ap-^ 
' fiarames of wealth, can claim venera-* 
tion, where money acquires the cbymic 
quality of turning every thing it ap<- 
proximates into gold, and where that 
gold is moreover able to array infamy 
in the robe of integrity, and lead the 
judgment^ of cfaewifeft blind-fold as it 
pleafes-— -In fuch a country, every - 
apparent want of this property, wilb 
be liable to negleft and ill-treatment— J- 
and tvtry degree .of indigence will 
naeet defertion, for this plain reafon> 
becaufe indigence has nothing either to 
procure or cxqite the idea*of authority> 
nor to obfervc thofe rules which cxter^^ 
^nally^diftinguifl) the niafter. from the, 
icrvant. You will fay perhq)s, all this 

. fort 
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fort of diftin^tion is ridiculous. No 
doubt of it i but as more than fifty, out 
of fixty have adopted fuch diftinftions,— 
as they are adually the general llandards 
of conduft,— as they are alfo mare than 
two thoufand years old^t is in vain ta 
difpute their propriety— one might as 
well difpute the cuftoms of a country- 
tell the Indian, it is indecent to go 
naked, or that a Toledo dangling by 
the 0de of the iJpaniffa peafant, ipuft be 
extremely inconvenient* Oeconomy 
therefore is now almoft the only fccurity 
from contempt, and though it were too 
narrow aline to tread in the track of the 
grocer, as #0 real joy could arife from 
fqch a rigid policy, neither to lend fix- 
pence, nor borrow fix-pence, yet I (and 
I think my I^art not an unfeeling one) 
— have always found it found prudenot^ 
to keep a fri|^d in my pocket, and' on no 

■ ' . terms 



LIBERAL OPINIONS. 26s 

terms to lie at ^he mercy and cotapzOian 
of another*— 

CHAP. XLV. 



■Waw 



-It was nan nighty aiid we wtere 



in the middle of Fincl^ley Cpmtrton- 
The drhrer bid us fecure part of otif 
money, if we had any great quantity 
about us, fiw that he faw a fellow lurk- 
ing by the fide of the road, at a little 
diftance. — In five feconds we were up 
with the man, who was groaning pite- 
oufly upon a grafly hillock. Mr. 
Greaves, (who knew the arts of his own 
fpecies) fufpeded this to be an impofi> 
tion, and oppofcd my defire to have 
him lifted into the chaife — ^But thcfc 
ideas were prefently removed, for the 
ftranger got up, and coming to the' 
window, prcferfted not a jAftol*, but-^a 
futfe.^ • The chaife ftopfc— #• 

Half an hbw ago, gentlemen'—^feid 

fhe man«^a hor(bman|;ame by me, and 

Vol, i. N I was 
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I was tempted, (to fupplf the wants of a 
large family) to demand bis money — 
He put into my hand this purfc. — 
I conjure you, gendemen, if by any 
ftroke of happy chance he fhould be 
any part . of your company— uke it, 
and. return it to him jull as I received 
it — ^It is my firft violation of the laws, 

either of hofpitality or my country 

I might poflibly return home undifco- 
vercd, but \feel that I cannot bear it. 
My confcience is vidlorious even over 
my neceflitics. If you (houkl not know 
the traveller I have plundered— it is ftill 
in your power to dp my bleeding "foul 
fomc fervice — Upon your arrival in 
London advertife the circumftanccs of 
the robbery— take the property and re- 
deliver it, upon the firft application.-^ 
This ' I G^nnot do for myf^lf, without 
throwing myfelf into the arms of juf- 
tice i and the fituation of a wife, (whom 
I doat on, with ihe fate of my poor 
6 little 
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Kttle ones;) forbid my ^ defertion — fo 
faying — he threw the purfe into the* 
chaifeand was going to rttirc-^^ 

There was fomethirig fo-Tery unufual 
in this new mode of attacking,- that it 
was fometifrtt before Mr* Greaves could 
fpeak?;— For .'my* own part I was in'a' 
ftatc: of mind betwixt trembling and 
Crying*-rAt length Mr* Greaves, who 
could no longer doubt of the ofFender's 
fihcenty, invited him to accompany us^ 
m the cbaife^ if he was going to town, 
pledging himfelf at 'the fame time, . as 'a' 
man of honour, not to betr^y^ him. — 
The poor man after the deliberation of 
a* minute^— fighed and' afoended— ^ 
though , the • poftilion muttered that - 
we might' be* tranfported for har- 
bouring robbers, and might re- 
pent it before we got over the com- 
mon yet.^— 

Our converfation on the way wis fuch 
as^ might have touched the hardeft 

N 2 heart* 
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heart.— As fooo as we wene upon the 
pavement, the gentlenaaa got out, but 
not before we had obtained the iecret of 
his addrefs — ^The driver ie^iag htm 
efcape«-faid — he had a great ipiod to 
ciy fto|> thiefi ^ that, he wa,s Aire 
'twas haaging nnatteF~4md he was not 
certain whether be ikould not come to 
the gallows for it himfelf, feeing as how 
he was ajding a^d ahitting. In thi$ 
qonjedure he w^as perfeftly prophetic^ 
for upo^ my travelling the fame road ia 
ipy way to the villag^^ about fix moaths 
after, 1 underftood that this very iden- 
ti^al nice- minded driver, had adualjy 
mounted^ fome little time before, for. 
being deteiStedrin confederating with a 
gang of highwaymen, to whom he gave 
intelligence, what company had made 
appointments to pafs by his raafter'a 
houfe, in their return to town.'.— Th^. 
poor man iniifted upon . leaving the 
purfe, but we did our beft to alleviate 

bis 
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his miferable condition, by an equal 
grefent of five guineas—I was going to 
give ten, but ^Mr. Greaves gently 
pluckt me by the button, obfcrving to 
ijie afterwards, that five, at another op* 
'portunity, would very likely double 
their utility. 

CHAP. XLVL 

As ibon as the man was gone ■ ■ ■ 
Iberey faid Mr. Greaves, is another 
reafon why money jfhould be cautioufly 
parted with — What a noble foul muft 
that gentleman poflfefs, and yet to what 
dcpk>rable fliifts is he reduced — He is 
a man of education— -but 'tis a cuftom 
to fhun decayed gentlemen, or at beft 
to aflift them in a way that rauft pierce 
them to the quick.— A beggar who has 
ferved a long apprentkrlhip to the bli- 
finefs of whimpering^nd .wailing— who- 
. lies dowii at the door in defpite of de- 
i»ial, and who is, in fliort> a matter of 

his 
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fiis caUing, feels- (lightly, the negle6P 
and abufe of his' fellow- creature 5 and 
if the footman himts him from one^ 
haunt, he hobbles on totvattls another r 
but an unfortunate man of ^rr^dffzr^—*- 
a'pobr creature wiiofe education fhines: 
through his rags and dirt, feels the acu- 
men of every infuk that is -caft upon * 

him — by the random fons of faccefs 

in its utmoft bitternefs, and cannot" 
help refle6Hng feverely on xh^inbumanitf 
of mankind— Tiafce care therefore, my* 
dear fir, what you do— You are now, I ^ 
fuppofe^ for the firft time, in London* 
—-a placeof various danger to all men,*- 
.but morc-efpecially to thofe of your* 
complexion.— Pleafu re and bufinefsfdem' 
to lie upon the furface- — and at the firft- 
glance neither mifcry or impofture- 
witt be difcovered — When you^^ rife in-* 
the morning, every obje«5^ will be gay j 
and curiofity will pay the debt to far-\ 
ruunding fplcndors but you will be foonr* 

convinced 
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convinced that the fronti nulla fides wad 
never more proverbially applicable than^ . 
to this great city. Proceed, therefore, with^ 
diffidence, and ftep with caution— 
Your GltnpMcity and kindnefs of heart 
have made me take an intereft— almoft 
paternal — in your welfare; and I couldr 
rejoice to pafs (bme time with you — 
but you already know the irrefiftible— ^ 
pathetic caufe which draws me to town 
-^-when that is over, I fhall be* at your 

fervice In the mean time — ^^(taking 

my hand with a foft preflurc, which 
brought the water into my eyes)— once 
again, let me conjure you to be cir- 
cumfpeft. Beware that your bounty, 
like fire, does not burn itfelf out, by 
its own force — Hujband the blaze, and 
be fure fome fparks remain to warm 
yourjelf — I give a great deal, to a great 
many — but, as I have happily a great 
deal yet to beftow, I pafs the mufter of 
my friends, whofe fevereft cenfure is a 

pro- 
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prophecy that I fhail not die rich* ^t 
certain it is, if I were to diyeft myfclf 
of every thing, and give the Ufi penny 
to a ilarving creature, I fhould be the 
jeft of men, the tittle tattk of ^worpen^ 
and the pity of mankiird.-^Mr. Greaves 
gave me his dired:ion*r-ftepp'd into an 
hackney coach, and bade me fai;e^elU 

r Some time after this^ I paid a vific 

to the highwayman, who at my depar- 
ture gave me the following manufcript^ 
which contains fome refl^Aiond he made 
upon the tranfaftion ax Finjchley Com^- 
mon*— But before I introduce this into 
my \j^tx^y I think, proper^ to take no- 
tice, that I had an opportunity to re-» 
turn the purfe, to the perfon from whomt 
it wa^ taken, and that perfon form$ no 
inconfiderable charader in the remaininf^ 

p^t of thefe Memoirs. 
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